aye! at the s Bhestopion Sen 
AN \ 


PRINCETON, N. J. 


Collection of Puritan Literature. 


Division 3 < C | 


Number 


s 


et 


RIGHTEOVS 
MANS EVILS, 
AND 


THE LORDS DE 
LIVERANCES. 


Y 
By GILBERT PRIMERO sE, Minifter, 
of the French Church of London, 


PSAL, 129.2. 


Many atime have they afflicted me from my youth : yet they 
have not prevayled against mec. ~ 


Lonpon, ! 
Printed by H. L. for Nathanael Newberry andareto be 
fold at the figne of the Starre in Popes-head 
Alley. Azzo 1625. us 
eee Peete ae. at a 


/ 
. s : A 
TE i oe f a rey) i % 
J 4 , g MaN fee r nay of Lae a “ 
a PD r a sd de oh fg as | pi ea Ss p a A A Ly zia PET S 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2013 - me 


: 7 
1 + a 
= j gr ety 
rf 9 
kag 
y 
$ mœ 


http://archive.org/details/mansevi0Oprim 


Tepes de men) ee a mS Se: MNO pea TS age Re Mg a pe EE eS A ibe a, 


| 


SRN TS CRP AE CE ENS 
o BQ An ghee Rito S729 Bs AO 
: 


'TO THE RIGHT NOBLE, RIGHT 
|\HONOVRABLE, AND RIGHT RELI. 
gious Lord, Tames, MARQVESS ofl 
HAMMILTON, Earle of Arraz and Cambridge,K night 
of the moit noble Order of the Garter : © ountellorof the 
Kings moft hosourable privie Councell, in buth 
Realmes of England and Scotland; Lord 
Great Stewardof his Majefties 
houfhold, &c. 


a HONOVRABLE, 


ERA Hat reading of holy Scripture and of Ecclef- 
ee 


J afiicall feries, what experience hath taught 
ip me, of the Righteous mans Evils, and the 
C&A Lords deliverances; that I preached to my 
Sp Church at London m nine Sermons, which in 
this booke I havc dedicatedto your Honour, ar arn acknow- 
ledgement of the heroicall and Chriftian vertues,which fhineia 
your moft Noble and Honourable perfon, and as an homage 
due to them;not as having any worthinelfe and excellencie from 
their author, whereby he fhould prefeme to offer them to fuch 
aLord, in whom all things excellin worth, and fhine in amoft 
eminent degree of excelleucte. 
| In Empires, Kingdomes, States, Cities, Families, wee read 
and fee the truth of the Oracle which faidto ATT ALV'S 
King of Bithinia, THOU AND THY SON, NOT THE SONS 
oF THY SON. His Maieftie, who now holdeththe vaines of 
this peaceable and flourifhing kingdome, is the onely King 
knowne in the world by ftories, who can reckon neere two thos- 
fand yeeres fince his roiall Anceftors, of whom he ts lineally 
defcended, wore Crownes and Scepters, In France they 
thinke it much, if a man can prove his Nobilitie by foure 
whe Defcents. 


j 


Åe m ee a 


The Epiftle Dedicatorie. 


Defcents. Since three hundred and odde yeeres that SIR 
GILBERT HAMMILTON came from England to Scot- 
land, was there advanced to alltitles and degrees of honours, 
lo of dignities, of greatnefe among the moft noble and hcnourable 
of the Realme by the HEROS of thofe dayes, and King 
without peere ROBERT BRV CE, who had knowune iz 
England the anriquitie of bis noble honfe, and of all men then 
living could beft indge of his courage ,martiall atles, and de- 
| ferts ; and being preferred there to the- mariage of the onely 
Daughter to my Lord Earle of Murray,the Kings Nephew by 
bis Princely Sifter, became the Stocke of the illuftrious Race 
of the HAM MILTONS in Scotland, whereof your 
Honour ts the golden head ; how many Defcents, how many 
generations, may be reckoned? | 
The fables telof BELLEROPHON, how-after he 
had done many feates of armes,not fo much by his owne wif- 
dome and ftrength, as by the helpe of his winged Horfe called 
PEG ASV 'S, be waxed proud, and attempting with the 
fame wings to mount up to heaven, was flung tothe earth,and 
brake his leg : whereby they teach us ia a my/fticall fenfe, that 
many after they have beene borne upon the wings of their Pria- 
ces favour and thereby have done good fervices, conceive too 
ambitious and proud hopes ,and,as if favour were defert, a[pi- 
ring to afcend iato heaven, to exalt their Throne above the reft 
of the flarres, and to belikeuntotheir Maker, are cut dewne 
to the ground in aninftant where all their pope is laid in a 
grave of Jhame and difhonour; asthe Scripture [peaketh ofthe 
King of Babylon,under the name of LV CIFE R. In all the 
ancient tories hardly foall we finde any great maz, whofe prede- 
ceffors or himfelfehaue not beens ftained with the blot of re- 
bellion againft their Soveraignesor of fome negligence of their 
dutie towards them: But your Honours forefathers baa ever 
their affetlions fo additted to our Kings, that King I A MES 
the third, with the confent of the States, and applanfe of the 
whole Realne, thought them worthy to be rewarded with the | 
mariage of his oncly.and deare Sifter, whom he gave in EA 
OCRE: 
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| locke tol. AMES Lord Hammiltox, of whom your Lord- 
Ship is come by many lineall {ucceffions. This proximitie of 
blood ta our Kings, hath ever beeve to yonr Anceffers, andto 

| your owne felfe, a moft attrattive Adamant, rors and ty- 

ing infeparably your hearts, defires, wills, ape tiows, anties and 
fervices to their will and defires in all innoceitcie and upright 
nefe, according to Gods commandement: the prattice whereof 
vs the fay of the State, and the vaaintasmer of peace in the 
Church and Commou-weal: FEARE GOD, AND 
THE KING; AND MEDDLE NOT WITH 
FACTIOVS MEN. Sothat thts may bethe Poefie of 
the Cognixance of your Honours moft ancient and honcurable 
Family FIDE ET OBSEQVIO. 

Of this fidelitie, of thefe long; profitable, and acceptable 
Services to our Kings continued ia yonr Lordflups familie froma 
generation to generation,and moft effectually confirmed by your 
owne gencrous, wifeand good cariage in the Court andin the 

| State, the Kings Maieftie ts a moft glorious witnelfe, and a 
mof magnificent rewarder : For that affettion which bis Ma- 
ieftse [heweth to your Honour, thofe Dignities wherewith hee 

| bath honoured you, namely this lat of LORD STEW- 

ARD of bis royall Houfe, what are they but publike teftimo- 

| zies of the continuation of your good, faithfull and well liked 

i fervices tohis Maiefties Royall perfon, to our moft excellent 
and hopefull Prince bis Royall and onely Sonne, and to the 

States of both kingdomes? Inthe Court you are to his Maieftie 
thatwhich IO SEP Hwasto PH AR AO King of E- 
gyp» OBADIAH to ACHAB King of Ifrael, 
MORDECAI to AH ASVERVS King of Perfia, 
and ELI AKI M, towhom God gave the key of the boufe 
of D AVI D, tothe good King E ZEC HI A H,andmoft 
like untoT HEO DORYV Sinthe Court of VALENS 
Emperonr of the Orient; who being come of a moft ancient and 
noble ftocke, and well brought up fromthe Cradle, was nat in- 


feriotr to any of the Imperial Court in modeftie,wifedome,ern-\ 


dition and good carriage, ever feemed better than the charges 
was A 3 and 
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and places whereunto he was advanced,and was the oncly man 
whofe tongue was never licentioufly unbridled,never [pake with- 
| out confideration and forefight yea was never fhut through feare 
of danger,or hope of preferment and therefore was equally lo- 
ved of great and fimali,as your Lp for the fame vertaes is much 
refpetted and loved of all ftates and degrees in both nations: 
| For,by Gods fhecialland rare bleffing you carry your felfe in all 
your demeanour at Court and abroad fo wifely, that I may 
boldly afirme, that to none, if not to you doth belong that rare 
and wonderfull praife which Cicero givethto BRV TV Sand 
Marcellin to PRETEXT_ATVS, faying,that they did no thing 
| to pleafe, yet whatfoever they did, pleafed;and that other which 
jall mengavetoA NTHEMIVS Governour to the reli- 
| gious Emperourr ARC ADIVS,HE SEEMED TO 
|BE WISE,AND SO HE WAS,The Royall Prophet 
David faith moft truly inthe twelfth Pfalme,tbat wicked men 
walke ou every fide, eben rafcals are exalted among the [onnes 
of men: Thea D AVID fleets, and DO EG triumpheth . 
But innocencie ts protetted, oppreffiow is repreffed, the flates 
flourifh, kingdomes profper, the people have peace ; when gene- 
rons aud worthy men who hate couetoufieffc, flattery, anden UY, 
who vefpett above all worldly things the honour of the King, 
who bave no other end of their attions but the weal of the State, 
are neereft to Kings, DAR IVS King of Perfia, bolding a | 
Pomegranet in his hand,wif hed, ftead of ll trea fures to have 
s many ZO PYRES as there were graines in that Apple: 
jhewmg,that there is nothing fo needful and profitable to Kings 
as futhfall Counfellers and fervents of the chiefe of the No- 
bilutie, fuch as ZOPYRY S was; and yet no lewell fo rare to 
| be found : For though there be many nobles about Kings,there 
| be few upon whofe fidelitie, wifdome and magnanrmitre Kings 
| zay relie, Therefore biefed is this Realm, wherein fo many 
ZOPYRES, [o many of the beads of the Nobilitie, are ever 
neere onr moft wife, religious and righteous Kings eares s A 
| mong ft whom your Honour Jhineth as a radiant Planet among 
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What are generofitiewifdome, fuithfulseffe to the King,love 
to thenative foyle, good and acceptable fervices to the Stat, 
but gorgeous and glittering finnes, ifthey be fevered from true 
godlinelfe, from faith in our Lord [ESVS CHR LST, 
from love to his beloved Church, from helineffe of life and 
goodworkes,accey table to God ? What are Courtiers, what are 
the Nobles of the Land, what are Kings themfelves, without 
Chriftian vertues, but like acertaine people of Afia,which were 
wont to carry earthen veffels ra golden Boxes?What are all their 
riches, honours, d:gnities, pleafures ,paftimes, delights, but tri- 
fles but faire vanijhiag bubbles which muft give place to things 
more falt:!, that bring to true beleevers aneverlafting felicitie 
and toy? For asthe jell of an Egge, bowfoever st bee white, 
fnoothe, andwell formed, majt bee broken, that the Chicken, 
may come out, and that wherefore the fhell was made ,appeare : 
So the fafhion and flew of this world muff pafe away that the 
incomprebenfible eftate which God hath laid up, and kézpeth in: 
neaven for his deare ones, may fhine and beemade manife/t. 
Therefore where greatnefe and godlinel[e, where wordly prero- 
gatives and celeftiall priviledges; whére.carzall and fpiriteall 
nobiltticssfaith in Chrift and faith prilisesiesd the Kine; Tove to 
‘the State, and charitie to the Chirth; w verement paion for 
the common-weale and true zeal: to God, are ioyned and ma- 
rizd together, as they arein your Honours perfon ; every man 
that _[ceth them is bound to atknowlédce: to admire, ard to 
praife them, and to'vender all horony and. ferditeable Yaties to | 
thofe whom God hath fo mercifully wonder ally bontared a | 

This then is the caufe of the Dedication of thefe my Sernsozs | 
to your Honour. For who flall blame me,if Jo far as in me 13,0 | 
honour with my Penne a Lord, whom God hath forich!y honor- ; 
red with bis Gifts? ® And who fha'fdenie but thar Sertnoas’ of 
the righteous mans evils,and of the Lords dclivertices,may, | 
yea Jhosld bee dedicated to a Lord, who though living in the 
midft of worldly contentments, eateth the Pafchall Lambe not } 
onely with unleavened bread of fincerity & truth,but alfo with 
pe bitter heartes of godly forrow, ever fghing, ever fobbing 
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\ before God for the afflittion of Tofeph, ever praying ever cry- 
ing to heaven for the deliverance é reftauration of Terufalem 
lapping n the glib-fliding pleafures of this tranfitorie and fu- 

| gitive life,as GEDEONS fouldiers lapped of the running wa- 
ters, and tafting them with thanks-giving as temporall gifts of 
God, but drinking great draughts of teares flowing from the 
eyes of fhivituall [adnef[e,ever expelling with a moft firme 
hope the accomplifhusent of the Prophecies by the ruine of Ba- 
bylon, and deliverance of the Church;ever baftening & fetting 

forward that necefjary & glorious worke, by courageous and 
aithfull counfels,and all other meanes lawfull and poffible. 

I cannot omitthat which toucheth my felfe : For being ba- 
nilhed from France for the Gofpell of Chrift and for my nations 
fake, and comming to his Maiefties Court, where like unto 
ENDIMION after his long fleepe, I faw nothing but new fa- 

ces,and feemed tomy felfe asa man fallen out of the Cloudes; 

\your Honour embraced me wirh fuch kindnefe and humanitie, 

andreconmended me to his Maieftie with fuch affettion,that L 

vould be tuftly condemned of ingratitude if I did ever forget it. 

Let that foule vice goe andburie it felfe in the gulfe of bell | 
where it was bred; I hadrather be effeemed clownifhand home- 
bred, by rendring co your FIonour, in thefe wupolifhed fheetes, 
fich thankes as I can, than called unthankefull by negletting of 
my dutie. The poore womanwith her mite, was as acceptable to 

God,as the rich men with their rich gifts, becaufe fhee gave 

what fhe bad with a free heart : And great Lords receive of 

their Vaffals ftrawes, and trifles for homage of great tene- 
ments. I doubt not but this {mall and unworthy hommage fhalt 
finde in your moft worthy Lorajhip, the like acceptation;as come 
ming from one, who with a true heart,poures out his prayers to 

God for the increafing of all the bleffings of this life and of the 

life to come, upon your moft honourable Perfon,and illuftrious 

Familie, and who is 


Your Honours moft humble, moft obedient, 
* and moft affectionate Servant, 


Gilbert Primevofe. 
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THE 


MANS EVILS. 


AND 
AHU LORDS DELLE 
VERANCES, ` _* 


THE FIRST SERMON 


Of Evils incident to man, as be is man ; and 
of the Righteous man. 


Ps ALa. VER. 19, 
Many arethe evills ofthe righteous: buttheL or D 
delivereth him out of them all, 


| 

ir Limen are fubiett to many evils ° 

(H. Kings,Princes great men, \ 
II I. As well as other men, (other men. 

| lV David afcribeth to therighteous man mo evils than to 


V, Ufthe righteous man be examined accord: ing to the rales 
of the Law,there vs none righteous. 
VIAf in Gods merciful acceptation of the will for the dced, 


all true Christians are righteous. 


VII. Defcrigtion of the vighteous, negatively and affirma- 
| tively, 


| VIN He that is righteons and holy,may call hina = A 
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to themfelves. 
X. The true charatlers of wicked men. 
Xl. Their best workes are great finnes. 
XIL The Church is the Congregation of righteous men,and 
ts affaulted with many-evills. 
XI Exbortation to righteoufneffe. 
p F wee take but a flight view of 
man,whointhis own pride and 
loftinefle of minde , hath taken 
to himfelfe the glorious title of 
the Little world; if wee confider 
him in his perfon & in his ftate; 
0a 1 wee fhall finde. that he is but a 
cage of rottenneile, a finke of filth, and a world of 
wretchednefle. 

The feed wherof he comes,is a ftinking excrement; 
and theground wherein he is fowen, is a quagmireof 
dirt,a inke of uncleanenetle, a {trait and darke pit of 
loathfome and peflilent putrefa@ion,from whence he 
doth not efcape,buris thru‘ out as a noifom & trou- 

-blefome guelt , who neyther canbe kept longer; nor: 
fer at libertie without unfpeakeable torments,both to | 
the mother who hath conceined,borneand nourifhed | 
him fo long in her wombe ;and to himfelfe, and, of- | 
tentimes without death to both. 

When he is thus caft forth with forrow and paines, 
ifhe had the ufe of underftanding, to know the mife- 
ries whereuntohe js borne; and of {peech,to utt-r 
what hethinketh of them, be would make his moane, 
with Leremy,a That he came forth out of the wombe,to fee 


— 
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| Labour and forrow : and» curfing the day wherein hee was 


borne, would with, with Job,¢ to, have beene carried from 

she wombe to the grave. For he doth no fooner open| 

| his noftrils,tolbreathe & fuck upthe refrefhing moy- 
KA - ftur 


g 


> 


Of the Righteous mans Evils. 


lure of theayre, buthe is encountred and befet on ail 
fides with unavoidable dangers :he isborne in teares, 
he liuethin miferie, and dyeth in griefe: hunger and 
thirlt,cold and heate, nakednetle and weakenetfe, la- 
bour and wearine(le, grealinetfe & {weat, waking and 
{lceping feaversand confumptions are the firltdepu- 
ties, whoat his firlt entry into the world goe meete 
and welcome him,to make the firft folemnities of this 
palace of vanitie and mourning; wherein hee hath 
feant fetthe firltfoote,when ignorance and forgetful- 
neile,vaine hope and trembling feare,fenflefnefle and 
defpaire, joy and fadnetfe,de{pite and cholor,burning 
lult and cold difdaine,a thoufand comberfome paisi- 
ons,ten thoufand pricking cares,troupe together, and 
joine themfelves to the firit band, to conduct & leade 
him by certaine journies and flations,incht tofome 
longer,to fome fhorter, tothe king of terrours,to the 
mannor of darkenelle, tothe land of the fhadow of 
death,where d be {hall fay to the grave, Thon art ney father: 
andto the worme,] houart ney mother and my Jister. 

H. Whom can you name to me,thar hath fpent the 
fhort dayeg of this life, and hath not walked upon the 
bryers,wherwith it is-ftrewed ; nor felt their pricks? 
Kingsarethe firltamonglt men;butthey are men. And 
ye fhallfooner finde the {a without biilowes,the aire 
without moving,the bramble without prickles, than 
man without eviis : for what is mans life butan Ocean 
of miferies,;wherein there is no drop of true delight 
and happinetle ? 

When yee calt your eyes upon Kings and Princes, 
heed not the precious Crowne which glittereth upon 
their heads, nor the fhining Purple which covereth 
theirnakednelle, nor the legionaries and fquadrons 
of fouldiers which’ guard them, nor the Nobility 
which hedgeth them on all fides, nor the glorie of 
their fervants,ner the magnificence of their fare,nor 
B 2 the | 
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the excellencie of their palaces, nor the g6rgeous 
pomp of their Court. Pierce furtherin , thraft your 
eyes within the centre of their hearts; confider their 
deeds and carriage,and you fhal fee at one fight;a head 
crowned with gold, & a heart {corched with griefe: 
The flower of Purplesthe brightnetfe of Scarlet ,the 
eliftering plate-laces of Gold , the twinkling Iewels, 
dazeling the eyes of the beholders ;and p2nfiveneffe, 
blacking the foule of him that beareththem: Men in- 
vironed with guards without,and befieged with feares | 
and terrours within , ever laying fome new plot, and 
manje times croffed in their defignes ; notwith{tan- 
ding their great power, not able todoe all that they 
would, and often contlrained to do what they would 
not; making a faire fhew to thofe whom they hate, 
miftrufting thofe in whom they muft needs trull; fu- 


| {pe@ing now their wives,now their children fearing 


e TIBERIUS, 
Tımeo incufto- 
ditos aditus ti- 
meo C ipfos ci- 
flodes. 
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all thofe that feare them, «dreading all entries which 

are not kept,yea,and dreading alfo their own keepers; 
pafsing the dayes in painefull labours , in troubie of | 
minde,in many dangers betweene fhameletfe flatte- 
rers; craftie calumniators, and apofted alfalins ; and 
fecking, in the darkenefle of the night, the ref which 
a remorfefuil remembrance of things palt,a gnawing 
feare of things to come,& a thoufand other perplexi- 
ties pullaway violently from their eye-lids. £ Evez iz 
laughter their heart ts forrowfull: and the end of their mirth 
as heavinefe. They drinke Wormewood in a cup of 
Gold; the Sugar of their delightsis embittered with 

the Gall of difcontent,and when they glut rhemfelve 
with voluptuous pleafures, and {wallow downe the 
moftrare and coftly dainties, as Behemoth draweth up 
Tordan into his throat,either feare death,as if they bad 
i the harp point of a naked {word hanging bya haire 
above their heads ; or long for it, to make a dolefull 
end ofthe huge heape of their manifold and wofull 
miferics, 
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miferies s which extract from them now-and then a 
vehement difdain of their royall Robes, wichthis true 
exclamation, ¢ O cloth more glorious than happy! the low- | g Ovsbilem 
ziest begear of the countrey would not ftoop dowaeward to nate i s . 
lift thee fromthe ground,ifhec knewwith bow many cares, | i4 A pantun’, : 
frichts,and vexations of [pirit thou art iyned. s N | 
~ Allthe Tragedies, though fabuloully written, are A 
made of the true miferies and flrange calamities of 
Kings; Princes, and other great. men. of the world. 
Runne thorow the ftories of Heathen men : of fo ma- / 
nie Kings, how few hall yee finde, whoma drie and 
peaceable death hath fent to the grave, where now | 
the worme feedeth fweetly on them ! In the Scrip- 
tures ye fee SaulpolTelfed with the Divel,murthering | 
the Lords Priells, {miting withthe edge-of the {word | < 
the whole Citie of Neb, men and women, children 
and fucklings,Oxen,A {les andSheepe, feeking to kill 
bis ownefenneand heyre , and finally imbruing his 
unmercifulland pittiletfe hands with his owne blood, 
There ye fee hbofbeth Naine by his rowne’ Captaines, 
in whom he had fpeciall afhance.s| There yee feethe | 
good and gcdly King David nofooner unpeftered of | | 
one warre, but he is entangled into another: ye fee | 
him overwhelmed with domefticall calamities, con- | 
(trained to behold and {uffer the incefts, parricides,re- | 
bellions revolts of his owne children,and to be upon , 
his guard againft them who fhould have guarded | 
him, There ye fee Safomon,the.wifeft, but not the beft 
of the fonnes of men, after hee had-taken a deepe 
draught inthe cry laine cup of worldly profperities, 
and given his heart to feeke and fearch out by wife. 
dome al] things that are done under heaven, upbrai- 
ding them all with this true faying 54 Bebold, all îs va- ir Betles.1.14. 
nity and vesxation of PiritesThe life of all the Kings of 
luda was nothing elfébut.as a web woven;as a bate 
drick interlaced with evills : what was the {tate of the 
B 3 Kings | 
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Kings of Ifrael, butan hideous ipeđtacle of motft hor- 
rible calamities? Neyther fhall ye finde any amongft 
the Politicians and Statef{men, living amongft the 
wearifome turmoile of imploiments, who once in his 
life findeth not whereupon to fing to his perplexed 
foule.Sa/lomons complaint, which Glimer the latt King 
of the Vandales harped with a mourning and forrow- 
fulltune, to the Emperour /ustiziaz, whofe prifoner 
hethen was,i Vanity of vanities, Vanity of vanities, all és 
vanity. . 
ILI. Iffuch be the condition of Kings,of Princes, 
of Courtiers, of State{men who have their portion in 
this life,and feemeto be in a fate harbour againtt all 
kindes of {tormes,and in all weathers; who is ableto 
relate all the troubles which difquiet the mindes of o- 
ther men, and fteepe the few drams of worldly com- 
forts, which they tafte but feldome in their lives, with 
a quintall of gall? One bewaileth the death of his on- 
ly fonnezanother curfeth the day wherin he was made 
the father of a man childe: this man complaineth of 
his wives difloyalticsthat man conveyeth his wife to 
the fepulchre,with fadnetfe and teares. He who lived 
in eale , is afhamed to fee himfelfe ftript of all chat he 
had ; and hewho fpoyled: him, isamazed when he is 
alfof{poyled by another flronger than himfelfe, One 
amongftan hundred, mourneth for the death of his 
friend,who wasito him more faithfull and {teadable 
thana brother ; but manie fret and are much moved, 
when they fee their familiar friends, in whomthey 
truftedsand in.whofe bofome they did lay all their fe- 
crets; life up their heeles againlt them. 
- Tobe fhort, thereis no tongue that can fully ex 
preffeall the evils that are inċident to manin his per- 
fonand ftate; neither is'there any man,who feelech | 
not, with paine, the portion of thole evils which is | 
fhared unto him. As they that fayle in fhallow wa- 
ters, 
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tersamongft rocks and thelves of fand,are not voyde 
ofdanger and of feare; fo they that hoyfe up fayles a- 
es the wavcs and furges ofthe tempeltuous fea 
ofthislfe are not freed from annoyesand difcontent- 
ments? alltheirpleafures are likethe Locusts, whereof 
mention is made inthe Revelation, which bad bayre 
as the bayre of women, to entice with goodly fhewes;aad 
tayles like unto Scorpiens, to fting with mortall difcon- 
tent. They hall leave off to be mortallmen, when 
evill fhall leave off to purfue chem: andteares hal not 
be wipt from their eyes, untill death hath clofed their 
eye lidss! For man 1s borne unto trouble, gs the (parkes 
rifeup to flye,and™ the ftrength of his dayes ts labour and 
forrew. i ‘ 
IV. But amonglt and above all men; many are the 
evils of the righteous man , as David {aid when hee was 
forced.through feare,to change h's behaviour before 
Abimelech King of Gath,and faining himfelfe madde, 
efcaped his enemies indignation. for he feareth notto 
call himfelfe righteous: and calling to memorie the 

reat number of evills, which hee had endured from 
the firft day of his anointing till then, he pronoun: 
ceth,that.eany are the evils of the righteous. Which he 
{fpeaketh fo of himfelfe , that he extendeth it to all 
thofe who can claime the title of righteous men to 
themfelves, And becaufe this faying is confirmed by 
the experience of all ages, and therefore it may feeme 
very {trange,that a righteous man fhould be fo form. 
beaten with afflictions, he mitigateth the bitternelfe of 
this averred fentence,with the fweetneile of this no 
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leffeexperimented conclufion 5 Bat the Lord dehivereth 


| bers ost of them all. - 

|  Sothe Text taketh you by the hand, and pointeth 
| Out to you, first, a righteous man, and his manifold 
| afflictions ; fecondly, the Lorp,and his deliveries: 
_whereuntoif ye addea queflion, which is implyed > 
‘I the 
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firit part ; and: our beginning and helpe be in the 
‘Namie of the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth. 


Amen. 
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the frh part,;why che Lonp permitteth the righteous 
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man tobe fo roughly ufed3ye fhal havein thefe parts 
the matter of {undry Sermons: the fr, of the righte- 
ous man,and of the characters whereby heis known. 
The fecond and third,of the evils wherewith the righ- 
teous man is on all fides thunder-flricken, The fourth 
and fft, of the caufes wherefore Almighty Gop, 
and his loving fatheryfuffereth him to be pufhed and 
toiled to and fro with fc manie evils, The reft thall 
beofthe Lords deliverances. Let usthen beginat the 


V. If yedefine and defcribe exadily the righteous 
man,by the rules of the Law,which afcribeth this glo- 
rious and mof excellent title to thofe onely , whofe 
perfons are (from the womb ) without {pot , whofe 
actions are without finne, andin whofe lives Gods 
all-feeing eyes can perceive no blemufh 5 let Papilts 
fay what they will,we will truly fay with David in the 
Old-Teltament;? There zs none that doth good no zot onei 
and with S.P2#/in the New Teltaments? There zs none 
righteous no not one. Aor 

For if Papifls {peake of fuch men as are by S. Tud? 
called r (enfizall,not having the fpirit, and fay, That they 
may keepethe Law of God,if they will: the holy and 
true Apoltlegiveth them the lye, faying inthe New 
Teftamentr, thata The naturall man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God for they are foolifhnelfe unto him: 
neyther can he know them, because they are [piritually difcer- 
ned. Now if hecannot know them, what ability can 
he have todoethem? And therefore E/iphax faythrof 
fuch a maiin the Old Teftament, that" he is aboommna- 
ble and filthy, drinking iniquity like water: for he is fleth, 
he is nothing bur felh » nothing but corruption and 
linne, and {the afeton of the flelh,ts enmsitie againft Ged: | 

Or 
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| 
„for it ts not ficbicti to the Law of Goeb sweyther indeed can | 
be.\f then we Seto thefe carnalmen,the words which f 
Jeremy [pake to his auditors; asking of them," Caz the | © per 
Ethiopian change bts skin? or the Leopard his (pots ? then 
may yonalfo do good,that are accustomed to do evill z wee | 
fhall convert them to theirowne ufe: becaufe that | | 
¥ berag infidels.their miade and confcience is` defiled ands! y Tirts, 
w being after the flefh,rhey minde the things of the flifh, l w Rom.8. g. 
If they {peake of thoie of whom the Apolile faith, 
that they are after the [prit, and rind the things of the fpi- | 
| rit and affirm ofthem,thatif they would,they might 
keepe the law ; feeing they keepe it not,and that the 
holieft man that ever was,could not fay truly,* Ihave | x Tro.20-9 
made my heart cleane, I am pure from my finne : then ac- | ' | 
cording tothisfaying-good men areillmen, honclt 
men are knaves,upright men are malicious men : for : | 
y to him that knoweth ta doe good,and doth it nor,to him it is | y 1am.4.17- 
| fane. ‘And never did any, but a defpitefull wicked 
| man, laysi might do good if I would ; but I will not 
' doeit: whereasmuch otherwife, the godly & honeft 
hearted man fayes,The will is prefent with me-but how | a Rom.7.18, 
to perform that which 2s good, I findnot.For the good that [| 19. 
would,l doe not : but the evillwhich I would not that I doe. 
Whereof the Apoftle rendreth this reafon,writing to 
the Galathians ; > for the flefh lusteth against the Spirit, | b Gal. 5.t7. 
andthe Spirit against the flejh : and thefe are contrary the i 
one tothe other s fo that yee cannot doe the things that "yee | 
. would, teaching moft cleerely, that the finnes of the | 
| {pirituall man come from his weakeneife, and not | 
from his will: otherwife they fhould be finnes of 
malice,and not of infirmitie, l concludethen,that if 
mans tighteoufnelle be ftri@ly examined in the ba- 
lance of the Law, there ever was, and ¢ there is nota 
iust man uponearth,that doth good, and finneth not, fay ing 
our Lord lefus Chrift, who'through the prerogative 
of his immaculate conception, by the wonderfull o- 
pera- ——s/ 
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peration ofthe holy Spirit,was dż» the Lheneffe of fine 


fullflefh holy barmeleffeundefiled,cfeparate from fiuners:| 
andfor that caufe is called‘ the Righteous ; that title! 
belonging only to him in that re{ped. | 
V L But what godly men cannot claime to thems 
felves inthe rigorous {trictnelfe of the Law,that they | 
finde in Gods mercifull acceptation , and in the mo. 
dification of his bleffed Gofpel, wherein he entitleth | 
his beloved children , with this honourable name of : 
Righteous men : judging of them,not by the imperfee | 
perfection of their righteoufnelles,s which are as filthy | 
ragges ;but by their affection andearneft endevour to 
beiuch as they fhould, and which they ftrive with 
might and maine to be, ! forgetting thofe things which 
are behinde,and reaching forth to thofe things which are be- 
fore,and fo prefsing toward the marke, for the price of the 
high calling of God in Christ Iefus. For God,who fhe- 
weth himtelfe in the Law clothed with the majeftu- 
ous and inexorable feveritie of a ludge; reprefenteth 
himfelfe in the Gofpel as a Father, arrayed with | 
meekenetfe and mercy : regarding the willingneffe i 
ofhis children, rather than anie perfection which , 
may be fought,but fhall not be found in their obedi- | 
dience; fo long as they are in the way to their home. 
For in the faithfull and true Chriftian, there are 
two men :! The old man,which we carry with usfrom | 
our mothers womb,when we are firftborne 3 and the | 
new man,which is givento us when wee are bornéa- 
gaine. That man is Satans worke, and the wel 
| 


ae 


fruit ofthe rebellion ofthe firlt Adam. This man is 
the worke of Gods Spirit, and the {weet fruit of the 
obedience of the {fecond Adam. That man zs corrupt 
by deceitfull lasts,and therefore is ever bufied in draw- 


ing us away from goodnefle,and entifing us to evill. 
| This man zs created after God in righteoufnelfe and true | 
holineffe,and is ever thru(ting us forward from evill to. 
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good. That man is {trong and mightie: This man is 
feeble,and withftandeth with great difficultie, That 
man,though very powerfull & hard to be overcome, 
waxeth old and decayeth from day to day, untill he 
be altogether deftroyed: This man increafeth every 
day in mightand vigour; and like the people of- If- 
rael, when they wereupon their journey ; afcending 
to appeare before God in Sion, goeth ¥ from firength 
to ftrength,tilthe come! unto a perfet man,unto the mea- 
fue of the flature of the fulneffe of Christ. So that man 
isat the laft f{ubdued, overthrowneand killed by this 
man,as the monftrous Gyant Goliah was by little Da- 
vid. That man, where he reigneth,bringeth forth for 
fruit m /hame,and his endis death: This man hath his 
fruit é2 holineffe,and hisend is everlasting life. 

From hence it is,that God, when he is to fpeake 
and make us know what account he maketh of his 
fervants,confidereth them netaccording untothofe 
relickes ofthe old man, whofe ftrength is weakened, 
and whofe life decayeth and dyeth every day,to call 
them Steers and wicked ones: but for his" owne good 
workes fake, which he bath begun in them, and will performe 
untill the day of Iefis Christ, calleth them Saints, Righte- 
ows,Perfett. For the Divels worke in us.is not fo con- 
fiderableto defameus publikely with the difgracefull 
name of Sizvers and wicked men, as Gods worke is to 
grace us with the honourable title of Saints and Righ- 
teousmen : namely, feeing the Lord maintaineth, tet- 
teth forward, & performeth his own good work, & 
at length deftroyeth Satans work in us,as I have faid. 
What wonder then if he qualifieth us with titles of 
honour, accordin g as we are already, & fhall be here- 
after for ever and ever,through his powerand grace ; 
and not according as Satan hath made us,and as wee 
fhall not be alwayes,& for evermore ?For this caufe 
itis written, that° He hath not beheld inequity in Iacob, 
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neyther hath be feene perverfenef[e in Ifrael. Not that 
thereis none, but becaufe P he pardoneth iniquity , and 
paffeth by the tranfgrefsion of the remsant of bes heritage ; 
covering it withthe precious robeof the righteouf- 
nelle of nis deare Son , 94 whom he hath made us boly, 
unblameable,unreproveable,and * complete ia bis oven fight: 
And thereforerighteous and perfe@in Chrilt,ot un- 
righteous and uncomplete in our elves. 

V li, The man whom God calleth righteous in this 
fenfe,is pourtrayed by the holy Spirit , as well nega- 
tively asaflirmativ:ly. David faith of him zegatrve- 
ly that he walketh not in the counfaile of the ungodly, nor 
frandeth inthe way of finners, nor fitteth in the feate of the 
feornefulland, doth no iniguitie. S, Jobrtaith, that” hee 
faeth not, oras he explaineth himfelfe,doth not commit 
fine, thatis to fay, he finneth not with pleafureand 
content. Whereof the holy Apoftle rendreth two: 
reafons: forthe Grit he faith, that be thet committeth 
fine, ts of the Diveily he is Satans bond flave, for the 
Divell finiteth from theteginuing : he hath-ever beene,is 
and fhall bebufiediniul doing. i 

. Therefore whofoever finneth as he doth, is his, 
and not Gods. But dhe righħteous-man is delivered’ 
out of hisclawesithrovngh ovr Lord fefus Chrift the?! 
Sonne of God; who for this purpofe nya manifested thar 
be wsizht defroy the workes of the Divelk. His fecond rea- 
lonis this 59. i¥bofocver ts borne uf Gad , doth not bommit | 
jinne: for bis feed, che feéd of his:predettination and of 
his Spirit reimainethin bine» and he carnat fomne becafe 
he is borne of God. * Berard faith, ‘Thathe rather a 
fereth inne, than commirtethit: According torhae| 
faviny of the Apolltle ; > Jf 7 doe that I would norzit ts | 
ua ore {that doe it but finne that dwelleth me Neither 
can he perfevereand abide in finne yibecaute the law | 
ofhismind. warring apainitthelaw of hismembers, | 
finally overmatlerethin him the law of finne, Anı | 
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| therefore all his finnes come either from igno* 
rance,or from infirmitie,and lye fo heavie upon his 
wearied foule,that he cannot choole but delire death 
tobe freed of them 5 crying, as the Apoltle did inthe 
like cafe,‘ O wretched man that Lam whofralldeliver we c Rom.7.24. 
from this body of death ? $ 
David delcribeth this man affirmatively, by all his 
inward and outward parts. By his heart; ¢ Hésde-! d Pilna, 
light is in the Law of the LO R D, andin his Lava doth 
he meditate day and wight. By his tongues ¢ He decla=\e Pfal.i1o. 
reth with his lips all the udgements of hes moxth: he fpea=| 13>4°- 
keth of his testimonies before Kings,and is not afbamed.By 
his hands 5 ! He wafherh his hands in innocency,8 he fhew-\ £ Dial. 26.6. 
eth mercy,and giveth, By his feet 5) He runueththe Way|g Plal 37.24. 
of Gods commandementsy&C..., ) i vna wlio} b Plalirg. 32 
Therefore his Righteoufnefle is not only a religi-| ' < A 
ous abftinence, and refraining from cvill ; but alfo a 
carefull and. con{cionable imployment in all things 
whi ch are geod : for ibe that doti raghteot nefjejis zih i r.Toh. py» 
teows, As Tob owas, E a perfects aud xx upright man feaning | k ob T8, == 
God,aid efchuing evilt? and Nchi as Zachartas and Eli- 
aabeth weresto whom the Scripture beareth witned¥e, 
that! they were both righteous before God , walking in all l Luk,1.6, 
the commandengeuts and, gudinances af, theLotd blameleffer prpioe | 
VILL Daud.challengeth:and taketh upon shin i 
| this title ofa Righteous man : forsas d have taid , hee’ 
| {peaketh nat anly of others; but alfo aird:principal-' 
ly of himfelfe. He {pake thus. truely,and he fpake 
thus infpired. bythe Holy Ghall Then thisif peech} 
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wasn obragging; forthe Spirit of Godis neither lyen | 


nor boaltcr. When Hezekiah prayed unto the Lonp, 
| that m he wapld remember baw be had walked before bint’ a Ifa 38.3 
| treet hy teed with aperfett.beart,: Mhali we tay, tharirke 
‘the Peacock (whoin the height of, Hispridescovers| 2). jy 


i himfelfe all over with his taș le) hetooke pleafure to` 
| difplay histightcoufnetle before God, and to gtatfa E 
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n Pharifee gloried in his ordinary fafting,and liberall 
giving of tythes of all that he poffetfed 2 
Surely Papifts,when they nick-nameus with their 


{| owne titles of prideand prefumption, becaufe wecall 
| our felves Righteous men,will not ftand (methinks) 


to print the fame ftampe upon thefe godly mens | 
foreheads: and feeing, in their opinion, it ts great 
prefumption and high pride to anie man living, to 
call himfelfe a Righteous and holy man ;they muft 
needs havea very bad conceit of themfelves, and 
confefle that they are unrighteous, unholy,and wic- 
ked men. whereupon they may take time to advife. 
As for us, we may learne by this example of David, 
and manie mo which are to be found in the Scrip-| 
ture,that° to preach what thou hast received, is not arro- 
gancy,our faith > is not pride, but devotion ; as Angustin 
faith wifely : this caveat being kept, That thou feeke 
not in itthy owne glory, as the Pharifee did ; but the 
glory of P the father of lights, of whom commeth from a- 
bove every good and perfett gift,as David, and Hezekiah 
did,and as the holy Apoitles did, when they feared 
not to fay,that4 the love of Christ constrained them: 
and to {peake manie good things of them{clves,not 
through loftineife of minde,that they might be prai- 
fed; but through free and true humilitie,that the gift 
of Chrift might be knowne of all men, and thankes 
rendredto him: as Ambrofe obferveth wel upon that 
place. If we were taughtto glory in the perfe@tion of 
our workes, merites, and fupererogations, as Papilts 
are,then every one fhouldrepulfe that falfe doctrine 
of pride,and fay with Ambrofe,* I have no good workes 
wherein I foould glory: Ihave no thing ole I may 
bragge,and therefore | will glory in Christ : I will not glory 
becanfe I ans righteous ; but I will glory becanfe I am re- 
deemed : I will glory,not becanfe I am voyd of [iene,but bea 
cafe 
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caufe my finnes are forgiven me: Iwill not glory becaufe 
any man hath beene profitable to me, or I to any man, but 
becaufe Christ is an Advocate with the Father for me, but 
becaufe the blood of Christ was fhed for me. But when we 
are taught to confelTe,that when we were like wand- 
ring fheepe,the Lord fought us: when we were loft, 
he did findeus: when we were fick , hee healed us: 
when we were ftinking and filthy,he made us cleane: 
when we were captives, he delivered us: when wee 
-were fold under Gn, he redeemed us: when we were 
dead , he gave us life: when were unrighteous and 
prone to all evill, he made us righteous,and inclined 
our hearts to his fervice: when we were the Divels 
Stewes,he made us his own Temple: when we were 
damned,he faved us: If any fay that fuch teachers fet 
us upon the pinacle of pride, & leade us notintothe 
Temple of humilitie ; they muf confefle that they 
never had alively feeling of any faving grace of God 
in themfelves, or that they have never learned what 
itis to give thankes unto God : for how fhall I give 
thankes to God for thofe gifts, which through humi- 
litie,as they fay, muft deny to have received ? 

Ifwe fhould fay,that the Sunne fhineth at midday; 
though it be moft true, Papi(ts will not beleeve it, ex- 
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cept we bring fome old Father with us, to witnedle | 


that itis fo. Letthem therefore heed the fpeech of 


(S. Augustin, who explaining this prayer of Davidin |f August io 
the beginning of the 85, Pfalme, which in Hebrew | P/sl.85.2. 


and in our tranflation,is the 86, Preferve my foule, be- 
caufe I am = : after that hee hath fhewen, that it is 
true in Chrilt , who forgiveth all finnes , and never 


committed anie ; asketh,Dare I alfo fay for I am holy ? \ peceaterit ome- 


an{wereth thus: Jf holy as fanttifying , and not having | 
need of any to fanttifieme, I am a proud man and a lyer : 
But if holy, as being fanttified ( i. made boly ) according to 
that which is written,\.Pet.1.Be ye holy for I am holy. Let 
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alfo the body of Christ yeadet the man that cryeth fror the- 
ends of the earth,fay with his head and ander his head, I am 
holy : for be hath received the grace of holineffe, the gritte 
i. l kef baptifme, and of forgiveneffe of finnes. And fach were 
' fome ofyon,faith the tApostle;1.Cor.6reckozing mary fins, | 
light and heavy, ufnall and horrible : Arid fuch were fome 
of yan 5 but ye are wafhed, bat ye are fanttified. If then be | 
fay that they are fanttified, let every beleever (ay, 1 am ho- 
Noaeftiita fu- dy This ts, not pride of one that is haughty, but aconfe/si- 
pecbiaclatifed oa of owe that as nor unthankefull : for if thoufay that thou 
confe(sto nonin- | ayp boly of thy felfe thon-art proude : Againe, beleeving in 
Str Christ,and being ameuzber of Christ, sf thou fay vot that 
 thow.art haly,thon- art unthankefull. For the Apostle re- 
4 ‘proving pride faith not, Thon hast not, aut be faith,r.Cor. 
| \flVbat past-then that thon didst vot receive? Thou wast 
wot reproved , for faying that thou hadst that which thou 
| badlst not, but becaufé thou wouldest have of thy felfe thar 
which thou badst » yea acknowledge both that thou hadgt, 
| ana that thou hast nothing of thy felfe, to the end that thax 
| Dic Deo tuo: be neyther proud nor vathankefull. Sayto thy God, d ame 
| Sanitas fum 2) holy becaufe thou bast fantisfied me : becaufe I have rece- 
| quis fanlife | ved it,not becaufe I had it : becaufe thou hast given it, not 
ele ea becaufe I bave deferved it. For on the other part, thou b 
: ACCEPL, NON Guid | j 4 Er part, ies a 
habe: quia tn | ginnesh to,offer an iniuryto our Lord Icfits Christ bimfelfe: 
dediSt,non quia | For if all Christians and beleevers, and all that are bapti- 
ill zedin him, have put him on,as the Apostle {aith,Gal.3. As 
i i many of you asbave beene baptized into Christ, have put 
| on Christ:if they be made members of his body,and fay that 
| l ; they are not holy ,they offer a wrong to the bead it felfe, 
| 
| 


whofe members are holy. Loeke aow where thon art , and 
take dignitie from thy head. For ye were fometimes darke- 
nef[ebut now are ye light in the Lord,Ephef.5.He faith, Yee 
were fometimes darkueffe: but have ye remained darrnelfe ? 
.. | He that erlightneth , is he come,that yee foould remane 
| ©  darkeneffe,or that ye fhould be laghtin him? Let therefare 
every Christian fayyealet the whole body of Christ fay,Let 
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him that faFercth tribulations diverfe tentations,and innume- 
| rable {candals , cry and fay , Preferve my foule, becanfe I am 
` holy. 
1 X, Itis no matter what many men, whichare not 
righteous,thinkeand {peake of themfelves : every foole 
l isa wife man in his owne eyes. Many beggers have 
_kings hearts, and will bragge much of their antiquitie, 
and worthinetfe of their kindred, and of the glory of 
their riches. At Athens there was a certaine man,called 
€ Thrafylaws, who (detained with a pleafant madnefle) 
deemed thatallthe fhips which arrived there, were his 3 
and inthis fame towne there isa foole, who thinketh 
verily that heis King of great Britanne: If afoole think 
that he is wife, fhalla wife man call himfelfe a foole ? If 
a begger fay thatheis rich, fhalla rich man fay of him- 
felfe that he is poore ? Jf aman, troubled in his hypo- 
chondres,imagineth that hee is King of this Ifand, fhall 
the King miltake himfelfe,and put in queftion whether 
hebe King or no ? If an hypocrite or a wicked man 
crack much of hisownerighteoufnetfe, hall he whom 
God hath mercifully clothed with this wedding gar- 
ment,denie what he hath-received,and fay to his bene- 
fa@tor who hath bought him, Thou art not my father ? 
X. Wemuft not weigh fuch men in the deceiving 
weights of their owne imaginations, but take the true 
balances of Gods word, and weigh them therein. There 
you fhal reade ofthem,that which was faid to Belfthat- 


invery darke,fmoakie,and helF fh colours,both in their 
infide and outfide. v Their inward part ts very wickedneffe. 
There ts no faithfulneffe iz their mouth : their throat ts an o- 
pen fepulchre , they flatter with their tongue : * Their eyes are 
full of adultery : Y They are as fed borfes, when they rife i the | 
morning; every one nergheth after his neighbours wife : aT heir 


right bandits a right hand of falfhood: > Their feet runne to 
D 
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f Athene. 
lb,12. 


far King of Babylon: © Thon art weeghed in the balances, | , Dany. 
and art found wanting. There you fhall tindethem tet out | 27, 
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evill , and they make haste to fhed innocent blood : Their 
+ thoughts are thoughts of iniquity wasting and deStruttion are ' 
| in their paths : The way of peace they know not and there ts no 
| wedgement in their goings. With ail this, having in them~ i 
c Deut.rg, | felves ca root bearing gall and wormewood , they adde dran- i 
18,19. kenneffe to thirst, hardnetfe of heart & contempt of Ged, | 
d lobar. | rofinne. d They fay unto God, Depart fiom rs : for we defire 
aye not the knowledge of thy wayes : What ts the Almighty , that ! 
we fhould ferve him ? and what profite foould we have, if wee | 
e Pfaleg6. |P unto him? The caufe ofall is,¢ The tranfgrefsion of the | 
§15253,4, | wicked faith within my heart , There ws no feare of God before | 
his eyes. For be flattereth himfelfe in his owne eyes, when bis | 
| iniquity is found to be bated. The words of his mouth are ini- 
quity and deceit : he hath left off to be wife, and to doe good, 
| He devifeth mifthiefe upon his bed he ferteth himfelfe in a way 
that is not good , be abbors not evill. For this caufey fuch 
f Pfal.rg, | men are called £ workers of iniquity God judging of 
b, them,& qualifying them,not according tothe ill which 
they do,but according to the ill which they are willing 
to do. For as rightecus men doe not the good which | 
they would doe,and dotheevill which they would not | 
do: fo they contrariwife de often the good which they 
.| would not doe, and doc not all rhe evill which they | 
would doe 
X1, Forbeing fervile and bafe minded», often thos 
rough a flavifh feare of punifhmentythey abftaine from 
evill,and now and then through a mercenary hope of} 
reward,they doe fome good; like unto the Scribesand 
Pharifees» whom Chrift curfed with many woes for 
g Matt.23.) their manifold finnes: and namely, becaules they made 
Ra | cleane the outfide of the cup,and of the platter, but witbin they 
were full of extortion and exceffe. Such mens works, which 


5 
t 


a eine 


havea goodly fhew,whatarethey el{e,but, as one of the 
b £ lead:da P en a 
mias h Glorious and glistering finnes ? Therefore Chrii faid to | 


| 
| ancient DoGors of che LatinsCherch called them, 
| 
} 
| 


i Mat.s.20, | his Difciples, ‘thr except their righteoufneffe floorld exceed | 
| È ` the 
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the righteoufneffe of the Scribes and Pharifces, they fhouldin 


no cafe enter into the Kingdome of heaven. Nevertheletle, 

both hypocrites, who abftaine fromill-doing through 

feare,and i doz all their workes to be feene of men 5 having a 

k fhew of godlineffe, but denying the power thereof : and pro-| 5 __. 

fane men, who make no {cruple of ill-doing,live in pro- k 2.Tim. 

{peritie,and ! boast of their hearts defire. But, i fak 10.3. 
Many are the Evils of the Righteous. 

XII. Whatisthe Church of God, but the Congre- 
gation of righteous men ? Wicked men are in the 
Church,but they are not of the Church : as Lice, Fleas, 
Wormes are inthe body,and are ingendred of the cor- 
ruption thereof, but are no part of the body : therefore 
the Chvrchis called ™ I £ s u r u Nythat is,the Righteous, | m Deu, 33. 
or the/pright,when itis faid of Mofes, that he was aking | ș. 
in lefurun. j.amongtt the upright. nJs there no balne in| n Ser8.22 
Gilead? ts there no Phyfician there? Vf there be none there, 
where fhall ye {eek them ? If there be no righteous men 
in the Church,where fhall ye finde them? It is true, that 

| it may be often excepted againft the Church,confidered 
by great and in the multitude, that ole suru N,the 
upright waxed fat and kicked; that when he was growne big, 
fat and thicke, he forfooke Godwhich made him, and lightly e- 
fteemed the Rocke of his falvation : ? for many be called, but | p Matt. 20. | 
few be chofen. And thefe which are chofen , have their | 16. | 
owne moles and blemiflies: they are 4 all tranfcreffours | q 1fa,48.8. | 
from the wombe. But if they be compared with other | 
men, they are terre(triall Angels, and celeftiall men, as | 
| 
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ene 


o Deut.32. 
Ij. 


Chryfostome called Paul: And we may fay io that refpect 

with the Prophet Habakkuk, that: the wicked devoureth the | t Habak.t. 

man that is more righteous than bee. 12. 
Notwithftanding that, the congregation of righte- 

ous men, the Church of God the deare {poufe of our 

Lord Jefus Chrilt, is fo vexed and turmoiled with evils, | 


that her God & husband nameth her by them, a: if they | 
were her chriftned name; cailing upon her, and faying. | | 
D 2 h 
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CEfagg | Oh thon affitted, tofèd with tempest and not comforted : So 
rh, that not only this or that righteous man,but the whole 


companie ofthe righteous, ifthey were to make choice 

ofa Liverie, might take for their device the Gules or red 

colour; or,as wee ufe here in England, the red Croffe, 

, | Which isthe right badge whereby Chrift will have his 

followers to be known, faying untethem,and ofthem; 

c Mate. 16, | t If any man will come after me, let him deny bimfelfe and take 

24. up bis croffe, and follow me. And if they were to feekea 

word to their device,amongft thoufands which may be 

found, they fhall finde none fitter, or at leaft truer'than 
this, 


——— 


Atany are the affiitlions of the Righteous. 
AITI, What then? were it not better to fend a bill of 
divorce to righteoufneffe, and bid it farewell, that wee 


x may be eafed of thefe many evils ? for to the righteous 
vIoh.16. | the Lord hath faid, v Yefhall weepe and lament : but of the 
20. wicked he faith, The world fball veioyce. Is not rejoyciog 


berrer than weeping? Is it not better to feat with He- 
rod,and to dance with Herodias daughter, thanto fatt,to | 
lyein prifon,andto lofe the head for righteoufnetle 
fake,with Zobz Baptist ? The world doth fo, becaufethe 
world judgeth fo. 
But yee, welbeloved; know, both by your fathersand 
x Pfal.gs, | Your owne experience, that* verily there is fiuit for the 
IL righteous : he hath his reward within himfelfe,a ful plea- 
fureand delightin the peace of an upright conf{cience, 
y Pro.ts. |y which is a continual feast : hee liveth in this prefent 
TTN World, 2 godly towards God; who is the moftex- 
e251 cellent object that his minde can chufe, and moft wor- 
| thie to be loved, praifed, and fervedin heart,words and 
| deeds: Reghteoufly towards his neighbour , who ishis 
| owne fiefh, and to the purchafing of whofe good he is 
bound by the bands of nature, and inward fugeeltion 
of his owne confcience: Sober} in his owne perfon, to 
| whom he oweth a decent and refpeCtuous care,that he 
j never 
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never do aniething misbecoming a man, unbefeeming 


a Chrifian, and unworthy of the ranke, wherein God 
hath placed him. For whom hall he not neglect,if hee 
neglecthis cwne honeftie? and whom fhall he refpects 
if heref{peét not his owne honour ? Living, fo, he hath 
b godline[e with contentment which ts great gaine? for< the 
worke of righteoufnel[e Jhail be peace and the effect of righte- 
onfnelfe, quictnel[e and afferance for ever. Burd theres no 
peace tothe wicked faith my God. i 
Andin theend of the world, when the Lord lefus 
fhall come ¢ with his Fannein his hand, andthroughly 
purge his floore,then he will gather his Wheat into the 
Garner ; but will burne up the chaffe with unquench- 
able fre. £ Then,in his moft righteous judgement,he 


will funder the good from the lewd, the upright feom- 


thefroward,the righteous from the wicked. Thenhe 
fhall fet the righteous on his right hand,and the wicked 
on the left. Then, then,by the power of the unchange- 
ablefentence ofhis moft righteous mouth, all the.wic- 
ked fhall depart from him, into everlafting fire; andall 
the righteous fall goeinto eternall life : The wicked to 
burne eternally with the Divell; the righteousto reigne 
for ever and ever with their Lord and Saviour Iefus 
Chrilt. Therefore s fow to your felves sz righteonfeefe,and 
ye fhallreape in mercy, contentment; peace, joy, eternal! 
life , through chemerites of our Lord Jefus Chrift; to 
whom with the Father & the holy Gholt, be all power, 
honour and glory world without end. Amen. 


SERAMON-II, 
Of the many evils of the Righteous mañ. 
PSALM. XXXIV. XIX. 
Many are the Evills of the Rightecus, 


1, | He Righteons man \ and. of punifhrent. 
bath the cvils of fienc,| -2 Theevill of fia is worfe 
s D 3 than 
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! fie and blafphemy against God, | proaches. 


1 Malum 
culpe malin 
| pane. 
im t.Loh, 
1.8. 
n Angzde 


Cioit,Dei,lib. | righteous men that ever was,faid of himfelfe, and ofall 


19.04.26. 
Ipfa iuftisia 
nofra,qua- 
vis vera fit 
propter veri 
boni finem 
ad quan rea 
fertur,tamen 
tanraest in 
hac vita, ut 
potim pecca- 
| 


! So Carmon II. 


thantheevill of punifhment, 10 Vnder the Old Testa- 
3 The righteous manhath | ment the faithful were tried by 
fewer finnes , and lefe finfull | lofe of goods, 
than the wicked man yet bee | 11 By many afflittions in 
hath mo Evils of punifbment. | their bodies, 
4 He ts flandered of here-| 12 And by fhamefull re- 


whereof there are many exams- 13 The Christians alfo 
ples in the ancient Church, have beene tryed after the fame 
5 Andin ours. maner with loffe of goods, 
6 Hee zs alfo flandered of | 14 And of their lives: 
rebellion against the high po-| i5 Namely,under ten hea- 
wers and of all the evills that | vie per[ecutions. 


are inthe world. Soit was: 16 Great cruelties pratti- 
7 Soits. fea against the Reformed 
8 Hence all kind of Evills | Churches of Germany and of 
come upon him: France. 


9 Whereof Iob ts a very| 17 Exhortation to pray 
cleere example. for the peace of the Church. 


i He Righteous mans Evills are of two 
kinds: The evills which he doth, the 
= 529 evils which he fuffereth. In the Schools 
d e, we callthem! the Evills of offence, and the 
Aabel Evills of punifbment : Thole are finnes. 
Thefe are the paine infli@ted for finne. One ofthe moft 


med 


his fellowes,m Zf we fay that we have no finne, wee deceive 
our felves,and the truth ts notin us. Neyther was there e- 
ver any ofthe moft holy and perfet, who wasafhamed 
to begge of God, to cry to heaven for forgivenetle of 
hisfinnes; and who did not efteeme that his righte- 
oufneffe confifted rather in the forgivenetle of his lins, 
than in the perfection of his vertues. For all the Saints 
which have beene before us,had ; all the Saints which 
arein the world, have ;and all thofe who (hall come af- 
| i ter 
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es 


| ter us, fhall have in themfelves the evill of finne: what „yon rer: 


| 


marvell then ifall had,ifall have,if all {hall have alfo the 
evillof paine? Wherethe caufe is prefent & working, | 
no wonder ifthe effect follow hard, & tread it on the 
heeles. Theevill of finneis in all,why then fhould not 
theevill of paine be in all ? r 

2 Sinne is morally evill : Pøzifbmentis but naturally 
evill. Sizze is an offence to God: the punifhment of fin 
isan hurt and griefe to man.W hat is man, but a worm? 
what is the fonne of man, but alittle worm ? what then 
are all the evils which all men fuffer? what is death it: 
felfe? ° death, which zs the wages of finne; death, whichis 
the laß evill, wherein all che evills that are incidentto- 
man,doe meetand end? what is the damnationof all 
Angels,and all men,compared to the leat offence gi» 
ven unto the infinite Majeftie of Almighty God? Not 
fo much as a drop of water,matched with the great and 
hugeOcean, Sinze is the deftruction of the well-being of | 
man,which confifteth in his union with God, through! 


the conformitre of his will withthe willof God. The |- 


punifhinent of bis finne is put the deftruction of his being, 
conlifting inthe union of his body with hisfoule, He. 
that heeded not his well-being, he that hath refufed tore- 
maine united to his God by obedience.and holinedie 
hfe ;deferved he not to lofe his ‘being, which he recei- 
ved for his well-being? Orto {peak more popularly : He} 
whowwas created to knowe and ferve God; he whofe 
felicitiecon(ifted in the knowledge and fervice of Gods, 
hewhofcerned to be happy after that maner, merited 
he not,by allright and reafon,cto be deprived of his life, 
which he received for rhat end, and to, bè miferable and 
unhappy forever? Let men {peakeasthey will: to {peak 
properly the affliGiions of chis lifes are evils in our fee- 
ling onely ; but finne againft Gad,who is the foveraign 
go0od,is evill in it felfeand the evillof evils, whether 
we¢eleit,orwe feele it not, Who then hall be allowed 
to 
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to complaine, if the great evill which he hath commit- 


ted,be rewarded with the {mall evil which he fuffereth? 

3 Yetthe righteous man hath fewer finnes than o- 
thermen have,and (ifye will permit me fo to fpeake) 
letfe finfull. Sin reigneth in the men of the world sit is 
weakened and mortified in Gods children. Sinne in 
worldlings, floweth from the ftinking puddle of their 
hardned and malicious heart: To do evill, they finde 
nothing too hote ; nothing too cold, ? The wicked blef- 
feth the covetous,becaufethey are like himfelfe ; be puffeth 
at all bis enemies. Through the pride of bis countenance, hee 
will not feeke after God; for allhis thoughts are,that There ts 
no God: neither will he fufferto be admonifhed ; as yee 
may learn by the examples of Ahaz, Ahab, Manaffes,and 
of daily experience. The fpting of finne in a righteous 
man,is his infirmitie ; and therefore it is no fooner fet 
before his eyes, but he breaketh it off by repentance, as 
David and Peter did. 

Ifthen we compare men with men; & not with God, 
wicked mens finnes are like unto 9 beames 3 whereas the 
righteous mans finns arebut ~ores,and light faults.God 
regiltreth ,in thebook of his rigorous judgement.the 
finnes of the wicked,and will ' reprove them, and fer them 
in order before their eyes : but hee hath made a covenant 
with the righteous, that be will forgive theirrniquity, and 
will remember their finne no more ; and that tor lefus 
Chrift his deare Sonnes fake, t iz whom we have redempti- 
oni the forgiveneffe of finnes through his blood , according to 
the riches of bis grace. Andyet(a ttrangething,and a.mat- 
ter of much aftonifliment !) the v wayes of the wicked pro- 
[per almayes,and Gods iudgements are farre above out of his 
fieht : On the other fide, 

Many are the Evils of the Righteous. 

4 Hisevills, or(as they are called in the tranflationy 
his afflittsows, are fo many, that itis uneafie to number 
themall. They hold one another by the hand, and 


con- 
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confpire together to fwallow up therighteous: yet wee 
mayreduce them totwo heads: for they are eyther ex- 
ternallin lotfe of honour,of goods,and of life; or izter- 
nallin great heavinetfe and anguifh of minde. 

The Divels frh care isto darken with calumnies the 
reputation of the righteous man ,and (as David {pea- 
keth)* to turne his glory into fhame ; that they who fhine | x Piala. x 
in the glorious light of their owne confcience, being 
{potted and blemifhed by falfe reports, may be rendred | 
odious to all men, and unprofitable for ehe fetting for- 
ward of Chrilts kingdome in their callings. 

The firft accufation is againft their Religions as being 
the fittelt to {tirre up and kindlethe hatred ofa fupertti- 
tious people againft them, and to [top the courfe of the 
heavenly dotrine, Thisaccufation is fluffed with ma- 
niecommon places ofantiquitie, of multitude, of glo. 
riesof honours, of riches, of fuccefsion of union of 
Kings, Princes, people, of theiragreement and combi- 
nation to maintaine the old doGrine of the Fathers,- 
gain{t the new Sect of the little locke, of a few poore 
{nakes,ofan handfull of forlorne fellowes,men ofa vile 
condition,of no birth; of lele gifts. y Noah was eltee- | y 1. Perg. 
med a madde fellow, becaufe of his lowlinetle. The ci- | 2% 
tizens of Sodome rejected Lots admonition,& threat- 
ned him , becaufe he was a forreinerand fojourner a- 9. 
mongftthem. 2 Laban fwearing by the gods of Abraham, | a Gen.31- 
È the gods of Nacor,that ts by the gods of their father Thare, | 53- 
laid covertly in Abrahams, Ifaacs,and Lacobs dith,the re- 
proach of apoltafie and defection from theancient,but 
too ftale,religion of their forefathers : whereunto Lacob 
had no regard, but fware by the feare of his father Ifaac, af- 
fured of the truth of his Religion ;which could not be 
outworne, neyther by length of time, norby inve- 
terate cuftome, which is nothing elfe > but oldue(fe of er- 
ror. The maine point of Hamans accufation againft the | 567. 
Tewes, was; that ¢ their lawes 7" diverfe from all people : ! _ Eft. 3.97 
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Enemas 
neyther did they keepe the Kings lawes, | 
fefus Chrift,the eternall Sonne of the heavenly Fas 
ther,when he came into the world to bear witnefle un- 
to the truth,appealed ( without anie dificultie) unto | 
d Ich 8.46 | the confcience of every man, 4 and defied his enemies ' 
to prove him faultiein anie thing; yet hee could not 
efchuethe venemous poifon ofreviling tongues. The | 
heads of accufations againft his innocentand glorious | 
e Mat.2zr. | perfon,were,that¢ he preached,and did all things with- 
rruk.é2, )Outauthority : that both fhis Difciples ands he,did that | 
uz.. 2. ° Coa, 
e Jong 16 | Which is not lawfull to doe on the Sabbath day :that 
h Mart.26. |» he blafphemed, becaufe he called himfelfe the Sonne 
64:65. | of God, andiforgave finnes:* that being of Galilee,he 
i Mat.9. 3- | affirmed that he was the Chrift: chat! none of the Ru- 
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lers,or of the Pharifees beleeved on him. When he con- 
verfed with finners,to convert them, they faid,™ Behold 
a mun gluttonows and a wine-bibber,a friend of publicans and 
fianers. When they could not refute his doctrine, they 
would caft in histeeth,that" be was of Galilee, a Carpen- 


| ter and? a deceiver. When he delivered thofe who were 


pollefled with Divels,they faid, a This fellow doth not cast 
out Divels, but by Beelzebub the Prince of the Divels. Ney- 
ther did he,or iaid he aniething {o well, but his adver- 
faries maligned it with illcon{tru@tiions.When he fpake 
t of the dellroying of the Temple of his bedie, and ray-| 
fing ofitupinthree dayes,fthey accufed him to have 
{poken cf the Templeof Jerufalem ; andwhen hecon-' 
vinced them of their nnes, they cryed that the was a | 
Samaritane and bad a Divell, 

| Chriĝ foretold his Difciples , that y men fhould revile 

| themand fay all maner of evillagainst thens falfly for his fake: 


i x Matt, ro. | for,faid hex ifthey have called the Master of the heufe Beel- 


| 25. į zebub, how much more fhail they call thena of bis boufhold ? 
iy AG Gry, | And it did fall out fo : falfe witnetles accufed Steven, to | 
| - | bavefpoken blafphemows werds against the Law of Mofes, a- 


| | gainst the holy place,and against God. It was laid to Pauls 
| | charge, 


- 
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| charge, that he was? a pestilent fellow, aring-leader of the è Me 
fect of the Naxarens , who had gone about to profane the <6, 
Temple; and was a deceiver. i b 2.Cor.6. 
As this holy religion did rid way, & encreafe among è 
the Gentiles;there is no kind of calumnie,whichthe 
Divell! did nort devife to make it hateful, Then the Chri- 
ftians were upbraided with manie heynous and foule 
crimes: that they facrificed to ¢ Bacchus and Ceres, be-| 
' - c€ Tertul A. 
caufe they celebrated the Lords Supper with Bread and | polrgerneap. 
Wine: thatthey killed little chilcren, and in their con- |’7.8. i 
gregations did cate their flefh,and drinke their blocd, | Eu/e.b 3. 
becaufe inthe Lords Supper mention was made of the | E««/¢/.bb. 5. 
fpirituall eating of Chrifls body, and drinking of his | 17y; 
blood: that in their 2(femblies,which (for feare of pers | cay. ¢, 2 | 
fecution) they heldin the nighttime,their dogges,tyed | minutus Fe 
tothe Candlefticks,were inticed ( by fome collops caft | ix i Oča- 
before them) toleape forward, that bounding they | ** 
might beate downe the lights at the time prefixed, and 
fothe darkenetie might cover and hidefrom their eyes 
thefhame of their incefts with their mothers, fifters,and 
others of their neereft kindred 5 & did manie mo things 
which they fiunned to name,and, as may be deemed, 
came neverin any mans minde to doe them fince the 
beginning of the world. Befides all thefe calumnies, 
many other exceptions were taken againft them ; as 
d theirapollalieand defection fromthe religion oftheir | 4 terral. 
predecetlors; their contempt of the gods , and of all | cap.10.cre. 
honour given to them; the profefsion of an accurfed | Ex/eb.luflor. 
vanitic,ofablinde error,of a moft abominableand exe- ae 8. 
crable religion,&c. He Lb 
5s When God, in the bowels ofthis mercysmade the (Ap.70 ae 
truth of hisreligion to {pring up againe in Germanie, 
in France,in this Iland ; were not all thefe crimesim. 
puted to our forefathers , whofe eyes were firlt opened 
ito feeandimbrace the glorious light thereof? And al- 
|thoughtime,the mother oftruth,hath {wept away the 
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imputations of eating of Pigges after che maner of the 
Patfeover, of the extinguifhing of the Torches and 
Candles, of incefluous villanie, wherewith our ance- 
| tors were injurioufly blemithed : yet Chrifts enemies 
forbeare not to {pew out of the open fepulchre of their | 
{tinking throats, in our faces, the reproach of herefie, 
-noveltie , factions againft God, {chifine againft the 
Church,and fuch like muftie defamations of very old 
date ; which wee wipe away with the fame Sponge 
e Enfebbi. | wherewith ¢the firt Chriflians did blot them out,faying 
horEcclef. | and verifying by the holy Scriptures, That our Reli- 
lib.1cap.t. | gion is the fame which God from the beginning did 
preach to Adam, which Abraham, Ifaac, Iacob and their | 
off-{pring profetfed, which was foretold by the Pro-| 
phets,publifhed by the Apoftlesto all nations, beleeved 
in the world,and is come from them tous, who pof- 
fe(leit as we have received it of themin the holy Scrip- 
ture: That all doctrines introduced inthe time between 
are buterrours,untruthes, jugglings, & novelties broa- 
| ched by the Divell ; which fhall be cleerly verified, when 
our adverfaries (leaving of their bloodie perfecutions) 
| fhall be willing to takea patient tryall, whether of our 
| Religions will abide the hammering of Gods word, 

6 Butthedimne(fe of untruth, fearing ( above all 
things) to cometo the light of the Scriptures, hateth 
unto death all thofe which light the candle,and, putting 
it on the candleftick.carrie it before the eyes of mento 

| enlighten their darkeneife. And therefore as whoores, 
_feeking the renowne of chaflitie, are accuftomedto ex- 
| probrate to honeft women the vices wherwith they are 
| polluted themfelves : fo the Divels limbs publith a- 
broad again Gods fervants, the crimes whereof they 
know themfelves to be guiltie; as thefe of herelic, of 
blafphemie,of high treafon again{tGod,whereof] have 
alreadie fpoken, whereunto they adde the crimination 
of rebellion againft the higher powers, of {edition a- 
| gaint 
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gainft the State,of contriving of plots againft their na- 
tive foyle ; that the Kings and Princes of the earth, 
thinking their States tobe much interefled by the dos 
crine of godlineile, may be movedto joine hands for 
the extirpation thereof. To that purpofe Satan had 
never want of Doegs. l 

So <Abimelech the high Prielt was accufed to have 
confpired with David againft Sanl their King; becaufe 
f Abimelech in his innocencie had given victuals and 
the {word of Goliah to David, and had enquired of the 
Lordforhim. So Ahab imputed to the Prophet Eliah, 
that 3 he troubled Ifrael : fo he confetfed that» bee hated 
the Prophet Micaiah,becaufe he did not propbefie good con- 
cerning him, but evill: So Amazia the Prieft of Bethel, 
fent to eroboam king of Hrael,faying, i Amos hath confpi- 
red against thee in the midst of the honfe of Ifrael the land 
ts not able to beare all his words ; becaufe mos prophefied 
again{t the Idolatry of the ten tribes,and that in Bethel, 
which was the Kings Santluary, and the Kings Court : So 
Sanballat did write calumnioully of Nebemsah,that } bee 


oe 


and the Tewes thought to rebell, that hee might be K 


| that be had appointed Prophets to preach of him at Terufa- 


lera,that he was King in Indah: So the adverfaries of lu- 
dah and Benjamin,to hinder the building of lerufalem, 
writ to Artaxerxes 3! Beit kaowne unto thee, ô King, that if 
this rebellions and bad citie be builded, and the walls fet up a- 
gaine,then willthey not pay toll, tribute and custome : for this 
city 1s a rebellions citie,andhartful unto Kings and Provinces, 
and they have moved fedition within the fame of old time; for 
which caufe was this City destroyed,&c. This was Hamans 
common place again{t the [ewes : m They keepe not the 
Kings lawes,therefore xt is not for the Kings profite to fiffer 
them. Becaule” lercwiah warned the people of lerufa- 
Jem to yeeldtothe King of Babylon, according tothe 
oath of fidelitie which they had made unto him; hee 
was deemed to be a traytor, who bad falze away to the 
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Caldeans. Becaule Shadrach , Mefhach , and Abednego 
would not worlhip the golden Image which the King 
had fet up, their enemies went prefently to the King, 


o Danz, | and faid,’ O Kizg,they have not regardedthee. So the Pre- 

re fidents & Princes of Perfia,finding no occafion againĝ 

| Daniel concerning his carriage in the Kings affaires, 

a r 6 | charged him with contemptof the King, faying,p Hee 

3° regardeth not thee,o King,nor the decree that thonhast figned, 
bit maketh his petition three times aday. 

The lewes,dreading that Pé/ate would not be much 
moved with all the accufations which they fhould fet 
on foot againft Chrift,for matters of Religion, fhuffled 
the fecond table with the firlt; rebellion again{t Cefar, 

q Luk 23.2 | with blafphemie againft-God, and faid unto him, Wee 
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 
tribute to Cafar, faying,that he bimfelfe is Christ aking.And 

4 ae again :' /f thou let this man goc,thou art not Cafars friend: 


whofoever maketh himfelfe a King, [peaketh against Cafar. 
They held the fame courfe againtt Chri(ts Difcipies, for 
feeking the meanes to wrap them in rebellion. The Ru- 
£ AG,4.18, | lets! commanded them not to {hezke at all, nor teach in the 
t A&.s.28,| Name of Iefus : whereunto refuling to obey, they € were 
40. | arraigned before the Councell, and condemned to bee 
beaten for their rebellion. The lewes of Theffalonica 
fet all the citie on an uprore againtt Pad! and Silas, flan- 
v A&.ı77.' dering them & all theChriftians of the town, that »they 

| all did contrary to the decrees of Cafar , faying that there ts 
x Tacit.Ane | another King,one Iefus. After that the tyrant* Nero had 
mal ib. palat diverfe times fet the towne of Rome on fire, to pleafe 
nwo. his wicked humour withall, and purchafed by fuch ex- 
Cyprian ad | ectable acts the ill-will of the whole people, he fhifted 
Demot. them off himfelfe, and fuborned falfe witnetfes to lay 
Arnoi.ad~ | them npon the Chriftians. At that time,and long after, 
Be > they Chriftians were accufedto be the caufé of all pub- 
Aug.decr, Jick calamities,and popular incommodities, Ifat Rome 
Dery'.2.¢.3, | the river 7767s, running over his bankes, hh 
the 
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the walls: If in Egypt the river Niles did notrifeto a 
jut height, that overflowing the whole countrey, it 
might make it fertile : Ifthe heavens were turned into 
bralfe.and refufed to diftill their dew upon the drie and 
duftie ground: If the earth,hardned intop iron, difap- 
pointed the painfull labours of the husbandman, and 
defrauded the fower of the expected crop: Ifthe plague 
of famine,if warres, if anie epidemicall ficknefs went! 
ranfacking men and bealts; who were blamed but the : 
Chriftians? Chritlians,faid they,-are the authors, Chri- 
flians are the caufes ofall our mifchiefs. } 
7 This hath ever beene fince the reformation,the 
heavie accufation againtt our fathers and us: that as we 
are blafphemers again{t God ; fo wee are rebellious a- 
gainftthe high powers, unprofitable to our felves, of- 
fenfive to our neighbours, enemies to all mankinde: 
Sothe Iefuites,and other Romifh Clergie, perfwaded 
the young King of France, who knew us not, that wee 
were plotting to fet up a State within his State,a Demo- 
cracie within his Monarchie, and intended to cal off 
the yoake of fubjects, that wee might become Reipub. 
licanes,fubjeé to none but to our owne lufts and wills, 
like the Swilfers. So when raine fails feldome upon the 
earth;swhen the earth is unpleafant with the fluttith- 
ne(fe of duft; when the meddowes,drawne dry with 
heate, make the owners to figh, and the mowers to 
weepes when the hayle finifheth the vintage before it 
begin ; when the {tormie whirlewindes plucke up the 
fruitfulltrces by the rootes, and beate downehoutes ; 
when the ayre infected breatheth a mortal plague upon 
men and bea(ts;when the licentiaus fouldierfteps into 
his neighbours houfe,asif it were his owne 5 when go- 
ing out of it hee leaveth nothing behinde him but his 
owne filth and the cobwebs, & forgetteth nothing but 
toreckon with his Hoft,and bid him farewell: all ages, 
allordersupbraid the Huguenots, or, as they callus now 
in 
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in Francs,the Parpaillants, thatis to fay, Butter-flies, as 
authors of all, becaufe we beleeve a new Law, and will 
not holdthegood old Law ofour fathers ; who were 
as hone(t men,and had as much infight into matters of 
Religion,and more devotion than wee have. The old 
world was a good world; our fathers, who worfhipped 
our Lady the Queene ofheaven,and all the Angelsand 
Saints whichthe Pope hath fent thither; our fathers, 
who were content to beleeve as the Church beleeved ; 
our good fathers,who turned and whirled about fo de- | 
voutly their Paterosters,and mumbled them fo religi- 
oully before the holy Images, which thefe new upftart 
fellowes call abominable Idols 5 had bread and drinke e- 
nough: but now, fince prayers are made to God alone 
ina knownetongue ; fincea few unlearned rafcals and 
out-cafts of the world, begin to prate moft fondly of 
heavenly things ; to flire the holy Father on the nofe, 
andcall him the Antichrilt; to beate downe Altars, to 
breake Images,as L £ o N the fourth Emperour of the 
Orient did,&c. we flarvefor hunger and thirlt, and 
are driven to fuch miferie, that our fate cannot bee 
worfe. This was the lewes anfwer to Jeremiah : a Wee 
will burne incenfe unto the Queene of heaven , and poure ont | 
drinke offerings unto her as we have done, we and our fathers, 
our Kings and our Princes, in the cities of Indah , andin the 
ftreets of Terufalem. For then had we plenty of vitiuals, and 
were well, and fave no evill : but fince we left off to burne in- 
cenfe to the Queene of heaven , and to poure out drinke ofe- 
rings unto her we have wanted all things, and have beene con- 
fumed by the fwordand by the famine. 

8 Salomon faith that aman that beareth falfe witneffe 
against his neighbour, is a hammer, afword, and a Jharpe ar- 
row: heis a hammer to the hearer, who yeeldeth atten- 
tion unto his flandering ; hee cafteth him, with the 
blowes of his viperous tongue, into many dangerous 
fymptomes and perplexities of minde,as if he felled an 
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` Of the Righteous mans Evils. 
| Oxe she is a fword to his ownefoule , which he killeth | 


with fuch artificiall lyes : he is a /harpe arrow to thein- 
nocent man whom he thus flandereth, fhooting at his 
reputation a farre off,to breed him harme in one thing 
or other. for € falfe witneffes breathe ont crueltie : à Th 
whet their tongue like a fword, and Jhoot in ftead of their ar- 
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rowes bitter words : that they may {hoot in fecret at the per-\ 3 pal. 6 * 
fell ; fuddenly do they fhoot at him,and feare not. They eicon- | 3,4,5. 


rage themfelves in an evill matter : they commune of laying 
frares privily:they fay Who fhall fee them? 

From hence arife molt cruell perfecutions. Then yee 
fee nothing but kindling of fires, but fharpning of 
Swords,but {moothing 2 Pikes, bug cleering of Parti- 
fansybut preparing of Muskets, but ravenous Harpies 
flying into the houfes,and fowling the righteous mans 
goods: Then ye heare nothing but edits of profcrip- 
tion, but Spoyles fpoyle ; Ranfack, ranfack ; Kill, kill, 
withall kinde of reproaches, curfes, and execrations : 
Then wherefoever ye fhall turne your face,ye fhal meet 
with nothing but with faces inflamed with chreatnings 
and flaughter,as ¢ Sauls was,when he wentto Damafcus 
to bind the Difciples ofthe Lord:ye fhal mark nothing 
but woodneffe,but outragioufnetle, but a wofull & for- 
rowfull face of all things, but hell opened , the Divels 
unchained, and all their fiery malice difplayed againft 
the righteous ;but ravithing of goods, defiling of ma- 
ried women, deflowring of Virgins; banifhing, mur- 
thering, exquifite punifhments, grievous tortures, new 
kindes of death,and,which is moft infupportable to an 
honeft heart, {coffing, upbraiding, defpitefull rayling ; 
or sif you will have the roll which the Apoftle hath 
made of the righteous mans evills, f tribulation, diftreffe, 
perfecutson,famine,nakednelfe, perill,fword, without excepti- 
on of fex, without pitie towards little children and 
fucklings, without any reverence to the gray haire and 
old age. 
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and difputed eagerly again{t him , that the hypocrites 


‘| play," the divel {mote him with fo many fore biles, that 


Sarmon If, ` ; 
The Apoftle, {peaking of the godly and righteous 
men which lived under thetyrannie of the Idolatrous | 
Kings of[uda and Ifrael, and under the Kings of Sşria 
and of Egypt ; faith thats they bad tryall of cruell mockings 
and {courgings yea moreover of bonds and wiprifonment.T hey | 
were froned,they were [awen afunder,were tempted, were flaine ` 
with the fword: they wandred about in fhcepes skinnes and | 
goat skinnes being deititute,afflitted,tormented. Of whom the | 
world was not worthy : they wandred in deferts, and tn moun- | 
taines andin dens and caves of the earth. WN hatis deareto | 
the righteous manin this world ? His goods.What more | 
dearethan his goods? His life. What dearer to him, 
what much more efteemed of him than his goods , his 
life,and all the world ? Gods glory, and his owne reputation. 
Marke in this catalogue of evils, the righteous man be- 
reft ofall thefe things. 
9 The firft unexpected melfage that the bringers of 
il news reported to /ob,was of the loffe of all his goods: 
thefecond,ofthe unlooked-for and violent death ofall 
his children. And, as ifallthat had beene but {port and 


from the fole of his foot, even unto the crewne of his} 
head,there was nothing found in him but the skin of 
histeeth. i His byles were fo loathfometo the eyes, fo 
(tinking to {mell, that his breath became ftrange to his 
wife; his fervants,and thofe that dwelled inhis houfe, 
counted him for a {tranger, and when hee called them, 
gavehim no anf{wer : his acquaintance were eltranged 


| from him,his familiar friends forgot him; themen to 


whom hee committed his fecrets, abhorred him ; the 
young children defpiled and {pake againft him ; his fa» 
miliar friends,which cameto comforthim,gaped upon 
him with their mouth, and, adding affliGion to the af- 
flicted,vexed his foule with reviling words;calling him 
an oppretlor ofthe poore, a wicked man,an hypocrite , 


and 
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and wicked men are the meereand onely object of af- 
fictions: yea, his owne wife {corned his godlineffe 
and uprightneffe, and mocking him wich ironicalland 
pinching words, * Doest thou fill, faid thee, retaine thine 
sntegrity? Bleffe God, and die. Belides that, ! when hee 
thoughr that his bed fhouJd comfort him, and his 
couch fhould eafe his complaint, then hee was {cared 
with dreames,and terrified through vifions ; fo that he 
confumed like rotten wood, andasa garment that is 
moath-eaten. It feemes that God had made him an ex- 
ample and patrerne of the manie evills wherewith the 
righteous arecompatied and befieged on all fides, 

10 If yereadethe ftorie of Davids life,ye fhall judge 
that his owne fenfible experience of the many evills, 
which lay headsand hands together to overthrow the 
righteous mian,whereof hee {peaketh in.this Pfalme ; 
made himto cry with griefein another Pfalme:™ Deep 
calleth unto deepe at the noyfe of thy water fpouts : all thy 
waves and thy billowes are gone over me. Conlider® him, 
confider ° E/yab the Prophet,confider the p Maccabees, 
andall thofe worthy Confeffers and Martyrs , whom 
the bletied Apoftle in the Epiftle to the Hebrewes re- 
commendeth, to the bleffed and perpetuall memory of 
the Church: behold them deftitute of meat to filltheir 
bellies,and ofhoneltclothingto goe abroad ;eye them 
fhrowding their nakednetfe bafely and -poorely under 
fheepe and goat-skinnes ; view them,now flying tothe 
deferts and high mountaines, now hiding themfelves | 
in dens and caves of the earth, to fave their lives. Re- 


| member 4 the hundred Prophets, which Obadiah hid by |q 1.Kin18 


fifties in two caves , feeding them with bread and wa- 
ter. The Saints were thus put unto the pinch, when 
their enemies and perfecuters were full-gorging them. 
felves with their goods, 

11 Behold the whipsand fcourges wherewith € Pha- 
raobs mercileile taske malters teared and rent the fleth 
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f 1.Kin.22. | from the bones of Gods people. Were not! Micaiab 
27. andt Zeremiah, the Prophets of the Lord, caft into a 
t Ier.20. 2. | (trait prifon,and there fed with bread and water of affii- 
ees? Aion,to ftarve ? y Naboth, was he not killed with Rones 


p 1.King. | for his Vineyard? Was not tnat the hyre wherewith 
31.13 x loafh the Apoftat payed Zachariah {on of Iehoiada the 
x 2.Chro. | high Prieft, for his confervation and education,and re- 
rttr aia | Quited the kindnetle which Iehoiadz had done to him? 
aa. y Ifaiah was cut thorow the middle witha Saw by Ma- 
220 naffes. Tefus Chrift charged the lewes and lerufalem, 
z Matt.23.| witht (courging,killing crwcifying ftoning, per fecuting of the | 
349 37: Prophets,wifemen,ana Scribes,wichwere [ent unto there. How | 
manie hellifh and horrible torments found out the Ty- 
rant Antiochus Epiphanes again(tthe Jewes, who would 
nct leave the Law of the Lord their God ? Yee know 
a the {tory of the feven brethren,and of their godly mo- 
ther, whom hee commanded firt to be maimed, then 
the skin to be pulled off their head with the haire, and 
finally tobe brought to the fire, and fryed in a hote 
Caldron, | 
12 Salomon faith truely that > 4 good narse is better than 
precious oyntment : Neyther is there anic ‘hone(t-hearted | 


man, but he findeth comfort in his povertie,in his bafe- 


b Ecclef 7. 


Ze 


neffe,in all his moft fharpe and pricking afflictions, in 
death it felfe; fo that his reputation be kept fporlefle, 
and that in his calamitie hee may fhun to be made a 
mocking-{tock. For ye fhall finde few men or women 
who delireto out-live their own difhonour and fhame: 
and there isno righteous man, who can abide the dif- 
| gracing injuries wherewith God is pierced, thorow his 
c Iob16. | fide. Neverthelet¥e difcredit, infamie, fhameisalfo the 
10. righteous mans fhare. No affliction did nip.¢ lob fo 
at 17-6 | fenfibly,as when he faw himfelfe to be madea laughing 
ae a “* ftock to young children,a by-word of the people.a Ta 
d Iudg.16, bret before all men, a Butt of reproaches to his beft 
21,25 friends; and to his owne wife, 4 Sampfon {uffered pati- 
‘ ently 
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ently the pulling out of his eyes, the binding ef his 
armesand feet with fetters of braffe, and the vile and 
toylfome grinding in the prifon-houfe: But when the 
Lords of the Philiftins fent for him,that he might make 
them f{port, and when he heard them thanking Dagon 
their filhie god for the affli&tion wherwith his God, the 
God of heaven, which hath made the fea and the dry 
land, had vifited him ; he forgate patience,and cryed to i 


. 


heaven for vengeance, David complained of his ene- 


nies becaufes they opened their mouth wide against him,and 
faid, Aha, Aba, Our eye hath feene him, &c: But Eit was a 
Jordin his bones whilst they faid daily nato him Where vs thy 
God? Then hecryes to his God :8 The reproaches of them 
that reproached thee, are fallen upon me. The Prophet Eli- 
Jha curfed,in the name of the Lord’, the little children 
who mocked him, crying) Goe up thou bald bead, goe up 
thon bald head; and called for the Beares of the wood to 
teare them. i ferufalem fighed when all that honoured her 
in her profperitie, depifed her in her adverfitie , becawfe 
they had feene her nakedneffe, and did mocke at her Sabbaths : 
Then lerufalem,then the Church complained,* O God, 
the Heathen are come into thine inheritances: thy holy Temple 
have they defiled : they have layd Ierufalem on heapes. The 

dead bodies of thy fervants have they given to be meate unto ; 
the fowles of the heaven : the flefh of thy Saints unto the beasts 

of the earth. Their blood have they fhed like water rouvd a~ 

bout Ierufalem; and there was none to bury them. We are be- | 
come areproach to our neighbours a [corne andderifion to them 
that are round about us. Then they all cryed, How long, 

LO R Divilt thon be angry for ever? Shall thy iealoufie burn 
hike fire? Bur that which Jay heavielt upon their hearts, 
was.! to heare Godsenemies roring in the midst of bis cox- |1 Pfal.74. 
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gregations ; to fee them fet up their Enfignes for fignes, their | + $3637; 10% | 

armes lifting up axes upon the interlaced timber of the San- | 

Eluary, breaking dowse with axes and hammers the carved 

worke thereof and burnin ¢ it into cfhes with all the Synagogues f 
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of Godin the land. Thenthey could not chufe but mourn 
and cry,O God, how long {hall the adver{arie reproach ? Shall 
i the enemy blafpheme thy Name for ever ? 
. 13 All the righteous men of the Chriftian Church, 
have in all times beene tryed with thefe three kinds of 
m Mart.8, | tentations. The Lord Iefus, our Mafter and head,™ had 
20, not where to lay his bead. Neither would his perfecuters 
n Joh.19. |>fufferhim to dye in the garments which he had, but 
23 {tripthim of them, leaving him nothing to hide his na- 
_.~. | kedneffe. The bleifed Apoftles, the Rams andring-lea- 
o A&.3.6.| ders of Chrilts Hock, ° bad zeyther gold nor filver, but did 
p 1.Cor. 4.| P hanger andthirst,and were naked, and had no certaine dwel- 
JEEZ. ling place and laboured working with their owne hands. In the 
primitive Church, whofoever had goods, were made a 
prey to Chrifts enemies; and the Apoftle beareththem 
q Heb. ro: | witnefle,that 4 they tooke toyfully the fpoyling of their goods. 
34+ | Many ofyou towhom I tpeake, have heard your fa- 
thers relate, how many quarrels were malicioulfly pickt 
again{t them,to beggerthem,and undoe their eftates ; 
and how (leaving allin Babylon, as Lot did in Sodom) 
to efcape the burning thereof,and fave their foules,they 
came to this bleffed refuge and Sanctuary of Gods peo- 
plein their fhirts; as Jacob paled the river Iordan, and 
came to Labav,having no other provifions and helps 
for his journey and peregrination,but his {taffe-alone. 
In thefe ialt troubles of France, | (who now {peake to 
"| you) have feene townes,which before were girded with 
Walls, fortified with Bulwarkes, flanked with Turrets, 
fowen with the feed of true Chriftians ; defaced, level- 
led to the ground , turned into afhes:and now there is 
nothing to be feene where they ftood , but dens of 
Foynes and Foxes, but heapes of unprofitable ftones, 
but thickets of thiftlesynettles,and bryers, I have feene 
many great & honelt families broght,by the barbarous 
`& rude fouldier, to cleanenes of teeth,& conftrained to 
begge, when thefe Horfe-leeches were feeding i 
7 their 
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their {poyles. To how manie have yee, even ye your 
felves, inlarged your mercifull and charitable bowels ; 
who were accuftomed to be bountifull unto others,and 
who come to you to bethe glorious ‘object of the fot- 
wardnetle and overflowing grace of yourcheerfulland 
| liberall charity,after thatthey were compelled, like t the 
young man inthe Gofpel ,to leave, in the hands of the 
robbers,the fheeewch others (leffecruell) had left them 
to covertheir nakedne(le,and to flie fromthem naked; 
thinking themfelves happie to belikeunto Ebed-melech 
and'Barach,after the deftru@ion of Jerufalem by the Ba- 
bylonians,andto have their life fora prey ! 

14 Butthatalfo is not granted to all: for the blood- 
thirftiecrueltie of the wicked cannot be quenched,but 
withtheblood of the righteous, The Lord Iefus, the 
author and finifher of our Faith, theShepheard and Bi- 
thop of our foules ; after thatv be had endured the con- 
tradition of finners against bimfelfe, was at the lalt fet to 
fale by one of his owne Difciples, betrayed witha kiffe, 
delivered unto the infolencie ofthe fouldiers,tyed hard 
with cordes, beaten {pitefully, crowned with thornes, 
fcourged moft cruelly,& brought forth to the lews,dif- 
figured with f{treames of blood, flowing from the molt 
parts of his wounded bodie: an ugly {pectacle to make 
Rocks to cleave, Tygres to weepe,and the Divels them- 
{elves to quake and ftart backe with forrow. But all 
that cannot fatisfie thefe more than {tony-hearted and 
hellifh Cannibals: forthwith they cry, * Away with him, 
away with bim,crucifie him. His death they thirft after ; 
neither can anie thing flake their thirht, but the blood 
of his death, 

His Difciples fared not better than hee sy Steven the 
firt Martyr was ftoned for his fake : What welcome 
his Apoftles got of thofé to-whom they preached the 
goodtydings of peace, yee may judge by the relation 
which the Apofile makes of the Feafts wherewith hee 
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a 2.Cor. | wasintertained at his fir comming to them: 2 Of the 
11.243253 | lewes {aith he five times received I forty ftripes, fave one : 
265274 thrice was I beaten withroddes: once was I ftened: thrice I 

| Suffered fhipwracke: a night and a day I have beene ix the 
deepe. Inionrnying often, in perills of waters, in perills of rob- 

_ | bers,in perills by mine owne countrey men, inperills by the hea- 
shen,in perills sx the city, in perills in the wilderneffe, ix perills 

it the fea, in perills among falfe brethren. In wearinefe and 
painfulneffe,in watchings often in hunger and thirst in faftings 
eften in cold and nakedneffe. Behold, I pray you, in this 
one Apoftle athree-fold univerfalitie, of the evils which 
he fatfered,of the places where he fuffered,of the perfous of 
whom he fuffered: he fuffered hunger,thirft, nakednes, 
cold,imprifonment,{courges,and whips, {toning, hip- 
wrack.No place was a place of refuge to him againft fo 

| many evils: he fuffred by fea,by land,in the citie,inithe 
wildernetle: Lo, wherefoever he came to preach, there 
he founda croffe to take up,and to belaid upon his 
fhoulders, All kind of perfons had a quarrellto him: 
the Gentiles,and the Iewes of his owne nation,known 
enemies,and falfe brethren. They confpired all, they 
concurred all to bereave him of his life, and prevailed : 
for after that hee had pafled thorow the burning For- 
nace of all other evils,he was beheaded at Rome by the 
commandment of the Emperour Nero. When one Apo- 
fle, one member of Chrifts Church, was fo hardly u- 
fed, thinke ye thatthe relt,who failed with him in the 
fame fhip,did fleepe upon a calmeand quiet fea, with- 

| out wagging, and danger of fhipwrack? 

b A&12.2| bHerod killedJames the brother of Jobz with the{word. 
c Rev.1g. | ‘John was relegated into the Ile of Patmos, for the word 

) of God, and for the teftimony of lefus Chrift ;4afcer 
that he, and the reft ofthe Apoftles, had been beaten, & 
e Ioh.as, |had fuffered thame for Chrilts Name at Ierufalem.¢ The 
18.19, Lord foretold Peter,that he fhould glorifie him by a vio- 
lent death, but where we know not;for the probabaiess 
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be many that he was never at Rome, The Ecclefiaftical 
Stories tell us, tharf Andrew his brother was crucified 
at Patros: Bartholomew was flayed quick in a town of 
Armenia, called Albana : Philip was tyed to a pofte, and 
{toned to death at Hierapolis -Thomas was put to death 
by the Indians,to whom he preached the Gofpel. Mat- 
thew was nailed quicke to the ground at Myrmena: 
Tames,the fonne of Alphens, was ca't headlong from the 
pinacle ot the temple of lerufalen, and f-lled with {tones 
and clubs: Jude Lebbezs,called alfo Thaddeus,'aid downe 
his life for the Gofpel at Beryta, of cr that hee had prea- 
ched Chrift tothe Edeffeniens,and all Mefopotamia: 
Simon the Cannite faffered martyrdome in Manrstania : 
Matthias was executed amongttthe Athiopians: Mark] ` 
the Evangelift was trailed thorow the {treetes of Alex- 
andria in Egypt,with a halter about his neck,and after- 
wards burnt quicke : Luke was hanged upon an Otive 
tree, Allthe Apoftles,all the Evangelilts, fealed thedo- 
rine of the Gofpel with theirinnocent blood. 

15 Thecruell tyrant Nero fowed the Chriftiansin 

W olves,in Beares,and other wilde beafts skins,and,un 
coupling his Hounds and Mattiffes after them, made 
the tearing and difmembring of innocent and godly 
men,a game for the people to behold, Others he cooke, 
and heaping them one upon another (as fo manie Fa- 
gots) fetthem on fire, that they might ferve for fire to 
warme,and for light to fhine by night to thofe which 
walked thorowthe ftrects of Rome. 8 Wee glory, faith 
Tertullian,in this [etter forth of our condemnation : for wko- 
foever knoweth bim,may indge, that nothing could te condem-= 
ned by Nero, but that “hes is a very good thing. I fhould 
be too prolixe and tedious,if ] mould name particular- 
ly all the circumftances of ten heavie perfecutions ' 
which lafted 338.yeares,from the eighth yeare « f that 
lumpe of clay fokedin blood, called Nero , unto Con- 
feantine the Great;under Nero, Domitian Traian, Antoninus 
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Ver us, Severus, Maximinus, Decius Valerian, Aurelian,Di- 
oclefian,in whofe time fo much blood was fhed in one 
day that the executioners were wearie and faint with 
killing ; as » Ex/cbivs,who was an eye-witnelle of dia 
dolefull {pectacles, reporteth. Then the perfecution 
was foeager,that in one moneth it confumed feven- 
teene thoufand Chriftians: whereby yee may judge, 
what havock and murther was made of them in tenne 
yeares together that it lafted, being foitered by thie di- 
vifions which werein the Church, and fecret treache- 
ries of falfe brethren ; whereof Dioclefiaz thetyranttook 
occafion to undoe our Religion, and had utterly aver- 
throwne it ,if God had not oppofed, to his wicked 
fleights and raging furie,the {word of Constantine the 
Great, firft redretfer ofthe Church, and defender of the 
true faith, i Iulian the Apostate depriving the Chrifti- 
ans of alldignities, promotions and honours, forbid- 
ding by fevere edicts their children to be taught in hu- 
mane letters, and received into the publike Schooles, 


impoverifhing them with great fines and exactions of 


money above their power ; did more harme to the’ 
Church in oneyeare , than Dioclefan did in tenne by. 


his bloodie perfecutions , though his one yeares Em- 
pire was notinnocent of Chriftian blood, Who can 


exprelle show manic Chrifltians were put to death, by 


the Emperours who were infected with the moft abo- 


minable herelie of Arin ? I overpaffe imprifonments, 


relegations,banifhments ; which were called favours, 
courtefies,and workes of mercie,by the tyrants:for * the 


tender mercies of the wicked are cruell.| omit the drowning, 
the hanging,the wangling the rofting, the broyling on 
Gridirons,the fcorching , tha burning with fire thofe 
who allthe night were frozen with cold, and a thou- 


fand moe cruell tortures, whereby the Emperours and 


their people bent their minds, to fmother the Chriftian 
Religion, as Hered fought to kill Chrift in the un 
16 ia} 
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| 46. Invaine goe weto feekein antiquity, examples 
of monftrous cruelties again{t the true Chriftians, 
when thelaft age wherein our fathers and reftorers of 
thetrue Chriftian Religion lived, affordeth to usan 
| hugenumber which cannot be numbred: If yee have 
| read the {torie of the Albigerfes, ye hall finde there, 
how -fome of them were not burnt, but rofted faire 
and foftly that they might feele their death 5 fome were 
burned quicke, fome tcrmented after a ftrange 
mannerby beetles and fuch like wormes, which; laide 
upon their navills, and covered with adifh, gnawed 
their bellies, and boaring them through even into 
their intrajls, caufedto thefe poore creatures a langui- 
fking, but a moft fenfible and dolorous death, Allthe 
faithfull of Merindoll were murthered upon an arreft or 
decree of the Parlizment of Asx in Province : Fortie 
five of their wives,which were great with child, were 
fhut upin a barne, ard burnt there: thirty others were 
tornein pieces by the firt Prefidents commandement, 
and thelittle children, as they were thruft out of their 
wombes,trampled, and made to breathe out their laft, 
before they had leafure to breathe in their firft ayre. 
Florent Venot, after that he wasa great while racked in 
an engine fharpe-topped at the lower end , which they 
called Chased’ Hypocras,was made an unchriftian hew 
in the middeft of a bone-fire tothe Chriftian King at 
his firlt entrie into the Capitall towne of his realme: 
Nicolaus Nail was firft bafted with hot fcalding oyle 
and lead, and afterwards burnt quicke : The Terzis- 
Court-keeper of «Avignon, was kept ina cage hanging 
in the great (treet; by night at the cold ayre, by day 
at the burning heate ofthe funne, and fo vexed a long 
time, either finging Pfalmes to God more harmoni- 
oufly than the Nightingale, or reprooving the fuperfti- 
tions and idolatries of the people which gazed upon 
| him : Inthe booke of Martyrs, ye may reade how Joby 
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Hooper, Doctor in Divinitie, was burnt at three times : 


how Thomas Norisanda Prieft with him, was led bare- 


‘footed upon briars and thornes from theprifon unto 


the placeappointed fortheir execution, that in them 
might be fulfilled the Prophelie of Hoféa, | Behold Iwill 
hedge up thy way with thornes : how {undry were ftiffe 
andfrozen with extreame cold in thenight, andthe 
next day afterfent to the fire: how the Arch-bifhop 
of Canterbury did with-holdallkind of meat and drink 
from his sail ators ahile they {tarved and dyed of hun- 
er. 

IfI fhould relate unto you the Tragicall Maffacres 
of Francesin the yeare of Chrift 1572. the flaughtering 
ofan hundred thoufand menand wemen like beaíts,the 
rocking of little babes a-fleepe with prefent death, the 
tilling and pacifying ofthem with mercileffe deftrudti. 
on,the inceftuous defyling of chafte Virgins, the de- 
{pightfull ufing of grave Matrons, the pittilefle regar- 
ding of old age,the welcoming of infants as they came 
out of their murthered mothers wombs, with {word 
and fire, the pulling of others fromthe milke of their 
mothers brealts,tofucke them with their owne blood. 
IfI fhould fet out in true colours the principall townes 
of that great kingdome,as they were then; what fhould 
ye heare but bla{pheming, but roaring, in the one parts 
but weeping, but lamenting , but crying to heaven for 
mercy and helpe,on the other ? What thould ye fee but 
fire,{words, murder, blood-fhed , dead carcafes, but 
roaring lyons, but firie dragons, butravenous wolves, 
but ™ Hazae/and his Courtiers, killing, {laying murthe- 
ring young and old, dafhing little children, ripping up 
women with child; burgreat rivers {tained and fur- 
rounded with innocent blood ? 

IfI fhould but draw unto you the firft lines of the 
calamities ofthe Palatinate, and of the late deiolation 
of the Churches. of Frazce ;if I fhould {peake unto ay) 
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l of honeft women, firft mifufed: in:that which is their 
| moft precious jewell, and then murdered, or blowne 
‘ap in the ayre, with gun-powder thruft and ftop- 
| pedin-their wombes; of young Virgins difguifed in 
| mensapparell, with doublet, breeches,the Lackeys cap 
| upon their clofe fhaven heads, the dagger upon their 

loynes,andconttrained to follow thearmies , neither 


daring neither knowing to whom to make their mone; | 


of fucklings, pulled violently from their mothers 
breaftsyand murdered before the faces of their doubly. 
defolate parents ; of {fome of them thrownein the aire, 
and received upon the points of pykes fora{port; of 
otherssupona wager who fhould calt them farcheft off, 
flung into the waters, when the poereinnocents were 
laughing upon their murderers,and playing with their 
beards, of many moe foldto thefe coufeners, which we 
areaccultomed to call Egyptians, at eighteene pence a 


| peece;ofmen and women inthralled to the Mahume- 


| tans for a littlefumme of moneys as itis written," Thor 
felleft thy people for nought, and doeft not increafe thy wealth 
| by their price : In a word, if! fhould but report what 
| things I have heard, read, or feene, your minds would 
| quake, your hearts would ftart backe with forrow;nei- 
| ther fhould ye finde teares enow to bewaile, nor I 
| words {ufficient to difplay and unfold unto you the 
| crufbing and bruiling of Jofeph. 
| 17. Therefore let us lay over it the vaile of f- 
Jence, and make herea paufe, ending this action with 
| hearty prayersto God forthe peace and profperitie of 
| derufalem: O Lord our God,thou haft fed us with afhes 
_for bread: thou haft given us teares to drinkein great 
| meafure, Thou hall beene angry againft our prayers : 
we havecryed untothee, and thou haf nor liftened 


unto our fupplications: But now,'O Lord ; but now | 


turne thine eare unto us, and turne our hearts unto 
¿hee : Caufethy face to fhineupon us, and we fhall be 
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faved through the merits’of olir onely Saviour Tefus' 


Chrift:towhom with theeand the holy Ghoft bee all | 
honour and glory both now andfor ever, Amen. 
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S E RMON III, 
Of the righteous mans Evils. 


| Many are the Evills of the Righteous, 


i. Ow Chrift was up- 
| Hez and dijho- 


i noured,in his death; 

, 2 Aslikewife the holy A- 

paftles,and the firft Chriftians. 
3 How_our brethren are 

abufed in Spaine, and elfe- 


t 


where, 

4 The rightcous mans c- 
vills tread one another on the 
beeles. 

5 He hath many enemics, 
which are the canfe of the 

i great number of bis evills. 

| 6 His greateft-enemies are 
| his neereft kinfmen. 

leg All kind of perfoxs 
| were enemies to Chrift; 

| 8 And to his Apoftles and 
_ their di (ciples. 
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hee teous man,! 


PP t 
9 -All kind of men are ene- 


mics to the Church of our time. 

10 Hence come the in- 
ward evills, which difauier 
the righteous man. 

11 The righteous is per- 

fecuted unrighteoufly ; » 

12 Howfoever bis perfe- 
euters iudge, or {peake other- 
wayes. 

13 The vanitie of many 
accufations fet on foot againft 
him. 

14 The iniquity of the 
Indges proceeding againft him. 

15 How thefé which live 
in peace,as we in England may 
be faid to have many evills. 

16 Exbortation to thank: 


fulneffe,and godlineffè of life. 


n all the evuls whereof I 


have {poken, is the upbraiding,difgrace, 
and fhame wherewith hee is exercifed. | 
For whereas all criminalls finde pitty and commifera- 


tion in thofe that behold them , who either accompa- 


oy 


| 


1 


l} 


bA Hat which is moft grievous to therigh-' 
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ny their death with teares, or behold it with filence 


| 
The faithfull and the righteous man can neither live | 
| 


nor die, but he hall be followed with opprobrious 
hues and cryes. ° frel mocked //zac,that is, according 
to Patls expolition,P perfecuted bim. “When the Apoftle 
faith, that? Afofes effeemed the reproach of Chrift greater 
riches than the treafures of Egypt ; he giveth us to under- 
ftand,that the Church hath beene from the beginning 
fubjeCtto contempt, defamations, taunts, and difho- 
nour forChrifts fake: It was of Chrift that /faiab pro- 
phelied, t Behold I, andthe children whom the Lord hath 
given me, are for fignes and for wonders iz Ifrael + of him 
tirftjand then of his children. 

He was upbraided in his life time with the nicke 
names of a feducer,adrunkard , a glutton, a forcerer, 
and of Beelzebub the Prince of the divells ; but he was 
moft outragoufly mocked in his death. Inf Caipbas 
houfe they blindfolded him, they {trooke him onthe 
face;they asked him;faying; Prophecye Whats it that {mote 
thee? In Hereds Coutt he was det at naught, mocked, 
aid arrayedin a white gorgeous robe, asafoole. In 
v Pilats common hall, the fouldiers {tripped him,to put 
on him a skarlet robe ; and when they had platted a 
crowne ofthornes, they put it upon his head, with a 
recede in his righthand: then they bowed the knee be- 
fore him,and mocked him, crying, Haile King of the 
Tewes then they Spat upon him, and took the reed, and 
fmotehim on the head. In Golgotha.where hee was 
crucified betweene two theeves,as if he had beene a ma- 
lefactor , they that paffed by, reviled him, and wagged 
their heads, faying, * Thon thatdeft: oye? the Temple, and 
bnildeft it in three dayes, fave thy felfe: If thon be the Sonne 
of God,coms downe from the croffe: likewife the cniefe 


Priefts, the Scribes, and Elders, mocking him, faid, | 


y He faved others, bimfeifebe cannot fave: Tfhe be the King 
of Lfrae!, let him now come dowire fromthe croffe , and we will | 
beleeve 


pa 


co 


ane wee eee 


o Gen. 22, | 


Vv. 9: 
| p Gal 4.¥. | 


29. 
! q Heb.r 1. 
eee 


r 1fa.8.v.18 
Heb.z.v.12 


X V.39. 49, 
41542543) 
4474347. 


. 
¢ 
t 

er SU cee NS T Ta 


Sr rn pr nee eevee Geer ere y= TETRIS GNSS TOSS —< = ‘ 


a eee ee 


48 | S rmo welll.’ A 


beleeve him s He trujtedin God, let him deliver bim now, 3 
be will have him. Thecheeves alfo which were crucified 
with him, caltehe fameinhis teeth. Laf ofall, fome 
ofthem perverted his words, faying, thathecalled for | 
Elias,when he prayed, Eli, Eli, My God, my God, oe. 
Then was fulfilled that which he {pake by David, fay- 
y Plal.a2, |ingsY Lamaworme, and no man; a reproach of men, and de- 
¥.65738, | fpifed of the people: Allthey that fee me,laughme to {eorn:they 
Jhoote out the lip, they fhake the head, (aying, He trufted on the 
Lord, that be would deliver him : let him deliver him, feeing 
he delighted in bim. , 
TI. His children, his holy Apoftles received nobet- 
ter entertainement of the men of the world: for what 
a1Cor.4. | werethey butaa [pectacle unto the world, to Angels, and to 
Yigal je men? omplainethey not, that they were made asthe filth 
b a. Cor. | of the world, and the off-[couring of all things; walking > by 
6.1899. honour , and difhonour, by evill report, and good report 5 as de- 
ceivers, and yet true ; as unknowne,and yet well knowne? The 
Apoltles difciples, fared they better? No,no, The A- 
E pet poltle writeth of the Hebrews 5 that ¢ they were made a|. 
We 330 gazing ftocke by reproaches and afflittions ; which Itake 
literally : for we know,that the cuftome was to draw 
l Chriltiansto thetheatres and publike play-houfes ; to 
) carry themridiculoully difguifed from {catfold to {caf-|: 
| d ran: fold for a fhew; to fet them on pillories to difgrace 
E si them, and then to caftthem naked tothe Lyons to be 
e Ibid.csp. | dif{membred and devoured in the eyes of the people : 
ultima. Ad | which delighting infuch fpectacles,wereaccuflomed to 
‘Lenone dam- cryd Chriftianos ad Leonem : The Chriftians to the Lyon, 
mamo ai CE ne many to one? faith Tertullian, © And 


| 
: E pea | becaufe theGovernoursand Magiftrates perceived that 
_ | Leonem, oe| to Chriftian women, the defiling of their chaftitie was 
Amirsom. | more horrible and grievous than all kinds oftorments, 
Mie ery and moltexgquilite deaths ; they condemned them ra- 
Ec:llib.8. | therto ferve bawdes in ftewes, than to be torneby 
capati. Lyons : which many of them prevented by ae of 
| tnem- 
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ftheir naked bodies a moft filchie and cruell {pecta- 


pull out the right eye,and put out of joint the left leg, 
and let them live, that they might be both ridiculous 
and miferable. 

111. The Inquificors of Spaine, fend to the fire the 
reformed Chriftians arrayed in a yellow garment, cal- 
led the Sambenit,which is all fet and covered over with 
crolfesand black Diveils, and mifhapen after a fafhion 
fo ridiculousand monttrous to be feene, that fome of 
the beholders cannot hold from laughter ; fome are 
{cared,and flye away, beleeving the poore men to be fo 
manie Divels come out of hell : none is touched with 
cominiferation towards them, How often have the 
Papifts welcomed their Kings with the honour, or ra- 
ther horror of fuch pageants, at their frt entranceinto 
their townes ? as it is written cf the Idolatrous people 
of Samaria,» They make the King glad with their wickednes, 
and the Princes with their lyes. Shall a Minilter goe tho- 
row the ftreets in Popifh townes, in the deepelt peace, 
and not be hooted and hurried with moft intolerable 
contumelies, although they be arrayed like the reft of 
jhe pe Can anie buriali be convoyed there with- 

ut fuch fhowting and out-crying? How often have 
thefe moft inhumaneand cruell Tygres, denied the ho- 
nour of buriall to our brethren ; accomplifhing that 
which is written of them ini the Revelation, by or fuf- 
fering their dead bodies to be put in graves ? How often have 
they unburied them, and made the Churchto cry to 
God with fighes and fobs, 


k The bodies of thy Saints moft deare, 
Abroad to birds they cat: 
H The 


themfelves: f Others they ftriptsand tying them by one | pyc. de Gv. 
foot, hoifed them upin the ayre, their heads downe-| Dei.1.c. 26. 
ward; and letting them hang fo while they died, made | £ 4<.9. 


cleto allthofethat patled by: 8 Of fomemen they would | 8 Ibid.c,12. 
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The flefh of fuch as doe thee feare, 
The beasts devoure and waste? 
when as thefe carrion-eater-harpies were retoycing over 
them,and making merry, and fending gifts one to another ; as | 
queltionletfe the chiefe Priefts,the Scribes, the Phari- 
fees,the Elders of the lewes, and the whole people did, 
after they had crucified and reviled moft fhamefully the 
Lord of glory,the Saviour of the Church,the Jmmanuel 
our Lord Iefus Chrift. What Pfalmes, thinke yee, are 
now fung in the Palatinate, and in the Churches of 
France? Surely the fortie foure, the feventie foure, the 
feventie nine , the foure-fcore, and others ; where, a- 
mongft manie moe complaints ,they poure forth of a 
fad and broken heart, with trembling words and many 
teares, into Gods bofome, this heavie , but tootrue 
moane; l 
Vato our neighbours thou bast made 
Of us a laughing ftocke, ` 
4 And they that round about ws dwell, 
At us doe grin and mocke. | 
Thus we ferve for none other ufe, 
Bus for a common talke: ` | 
They mocke,they (corne, they nod their heads, | 

: Where ever they goe or walke, 

Sois verified not onely that which Salomon faiths 
that! there be inf? men, unto whomit happeneth according te. 
the worke of the wicked; but alfo that which David faith | 
in my text, | 

Many are the Evils of the righteous. | 

IV. Foras the divell tempted Chrift eft-foones, and 
gave him norefpit,(tirring up againft him all kind of e- 
nemies, untill he nayled him upon the croffe;even foshe 
letteth never Chrilts members alone, but bringeth evils 
upon them, one on the necke of another, andever con- 
triveth againft them fome new mifchiefe, watching 
heedfully howto harme them, when they loai for |` 

ome 
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i fome flackening. Thence is this pittifull lamenta- li 
tion of the Church, m Th: Plowers plowed upon a 
m Pfal, 


_ my backe : they made long their furrowes : n For thy fake we 
arekilled all the day long. Thenceis this wailefull plaint | n Pil.44. 
| of every righteous man, ° A! the day long I bave beene | 33, 
_ | beaten, and my chaftifement returned every day : So that not | o Vial.7.14 
| onely in diverfitic,and hugeneffe, but alfo in continu- | 
ance, from thefirlt day ofthe righteous mans {pirituall | 
birth,unto the lalt gafpe of his mortall life , 
Alany are the Evills of the righteous. 

V. They mutt be many ; for many lay their heads to- 
gether to devife them: which,as it is faid by the Pro- 
phet Micah, P forge iniquitie in their beds: and when the 
morning ts light, they prattife it ; becaufe they have power to 
doe # in their bands. TheSpitit which inf{piresthem, is 
the divell, the {poyler of all good, archite@ and ma- 
fer of allevill; who 44s aroaring Lyon walketh about, fee- 
king whom he may devowre. He breathes into the unrigh. 
teous mens hearts all kinds of devices andtrickes a- 
gainfttne righteous man. Thence itis, that' the wicked 
plotteth againft the iuft.and gnafbeth upon him with his teeth: 
Thewickedhave drawne out the fword, aud have bent their 
bow to caft downe the poore and needy, and to flay fuch as be 
| upright in their way : The wicked watcheth the righteous, and 
Secketh to flay him. Thenceitis ; that ‘the heathen rage, 
the people imagine vaine things , the Kings of the earth fet 
themfelves, the rulers take coun felltogether againft the Lord, 
and againft bis annoynted : {aying, Let us breake their bands 
a and caft away their cords from as:* For loe,the wic- 


ked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow spon their 
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Siring, that they may prinily Jhoot at the upright in beart. Da 
vid wasbut one man : and hecomplaineth,that ¥ bes per- 
fecuters and enemies were many : yea fo many, that he was 
amazed at it, and cryed to God with aftonifhment, 
* Lord, how are they increafed that trouble me! many are 
they that rifenp againft me. OF what nation were they ? 

H 2° A 


u Pfal.s19 
157, 
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y Pfaliis |7 Al nations, faith he, compaffedme about. 

10. Had David alone fo many enemies? Itis no won- 
der then, if the Church wherein there are many Davids, 
maketh her prayer with this heauy complaint to God, 

a Pfal.83. | 4 Keepe not thou filenee,O God, bold not thy peace, and be not 

131333435" | fill, O God : for loe, thine enemies make a tumult, and they 
that hate thee, have lift up their heads: They have taken crafty 
counfell againft thy people, and confulted againft thy hidden 
ones: They hane faid, Come, and let us cut themoff from being 
a nation, thatthe name of Ifrael may be no more in remem- 
brance : fer they confulted together with one coufent, they are 
confederate againft thee. What men are thefe-which dare 

bv. 65758. | attempt matters fo high andimpoflible ? > The Taber- 
nacles of Edom, of the Ihmaelitesof Moab, ofthe Haga- 
rens : Gebal and Ammon, and Amaleck: The Philiftines, with 
the iababitants of Tyre: Affur alfois ioyned with them: they 
have holpen the children of Lot +All alike enemies to Gods 
peoples and yet fome of them the Idumeans, Yhm-elites, 
LMoabites, Ammoxits,kinfmen to Gods people:the dume- 
ans the neerelt,& withail the moft malicious and cruell 
ofall; who not being able of themlelves, to doe any 
harmetothe Church, joyned with the Babylonians, 
who befieged Ierufalem,and as ifthey had beene Trum- 

c Plait 37 | Pets to found the Alarum, heartned them:crying,< Kaze 

7. | it, razeit, even to the foundation thereof. 

VI, Suchhathever beene the condition both of 

every righteous man, whofe aboad is d with driers, 

d Ezec 6 thornes, and {corpions; and. of the whole Church, which 
e Cant.2.2. | is € as the lillie among tie thoras. € A friend loveth at all times, 
FPt0.1717 | and he fhall beborne asa brother in adver(tie. Theri ghte- 
_ous.man findeth feldome fuch friends : kinfmen and 
friends, who fhould love and protect him, are eyther 
the firt to procure unto him ali kind of mifchiefe; or 
behold his adverfitie, as if they were frezwm bodies. And, 
whichis worthy your obférvation , they which have 
or challenge to themfelues the titleand right of gee 
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deftand fir borne, have ever perfecuted their youn- 
gers, becaufethey were their betters. 

Wasit not § Caizthe firlt borne, who murthered his | 
innocent brother Abel? h Ifmael, borne after the.fleth, 
perfecuted he not //aac, who was borne after the {pirit ? 
i Efan,hated he not his younger brother Jacob? and was | 
not this his vow, Z will flay my brother Iacob? This ha- 
tred,was it not propagated toalltheir progenie? Had 
ever the | fraelites,defcended of Jzcob,more fierce and 


mifchiev ous enemies than the viperous brood of Efan ? | 


As fooneas David was anointed King over Ifrael, * E- 
liab his elder brother envied him: the !Z:phims , men 
of his owne Tribe, treacheroufly betrayed him : ™ Nei- 
ther could he finde any place ofrefuge for his father and 
motherin all Ifrael, but was conftrained to feeke a fafe- 
gard for them in Afozb. Hee is no fooner peaceable in 
his kingdome,” but his owne fonne feekes his life ; but 
Achitophel, his gouernor, his familiar, who was privie 
to ail his fecrets,fecondeth the Parricide with his perni- 
cious counfells ; but the whole people followed their 
deadly attemprts,° The tenTribes, after their revolt fro 
God and from the King, challenged to themfelves the 
glorious title of //rael, and under that name which be- 
fore was common tc the twelve, perfecuted the other , 
two; Which retaining the puritie of Gods fervice, were 
conltrained to difcerne themfelues from thefe Apo- 
ftates by the new name of Javes, When Terufalem was 
deltroyed by the Babylonians, r She wept fore in the nights 
and her teares were on her checkes : among all her lovers [hee 
had none to comfort her; allber friends dealt treacheronfty 
with her: they were become ber enemies ;Yee heare Chrilts 
{fpoufe complainingin the fong of Salomon: 4 My mo- 
thers children were angry with me : They made me the keeper of | 
the vincyard,but mine own vineyard bave Inot kept:tthe watch 
men that wet about the city found me they [note me,they woun- 
ded me: the keepers o If the ~~ took. away my vtile from me. 
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£ Mat.2.16 | f Herod feeketh to make him away, and for his fake fay- 
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|i Tohn 5.23 


p% the beheader of Job the Baptilt,y mocked him,and 


eth allthe children of Bethlehem ; yea, hee laid violent 
hands on his owne fon, borne ofa womanof the Tribe 
of Inda: and therefore Azzastus Cefar faid, that, It was 
fafer to be Herod's pork, than hisfonne. ‘Hered Asti- 


ee 


fent him again to Pilate, who condemned him. The 
whole people of the lewes, who fhould have adored 
him, cryed, * Away with him : crusifie him, crucific him. IE 
yee feek the firlt A &tors of this Tragedie, ye fliall finde, 
that the Pharifees were the firt who Y took counfell against 
him, bow they might destroy him; that 2 the chief Prielts & 
Scribes envied him ; >that they alfembled rogether, wich 
the Elders of the people, unto the Palace of the High- 
Prieft, who was called Cziphas, and confulted to kill 
him; ¢ that the High-Prieft condemned him of blafphe- 
mi¢; that all cogether they pronounced him to be guil- 
ty of death, d delivered him to Pontizs Pilate the Gover- 
nor,accufed him, perfwaded the peoplethat they fhould 
ask Barrabas, and deftroy Iefus. So was fulfilled that 
which is written in the Pfalmes 5 ¢ The ffoxe which the 
builders reiefted, the fame is become the head of the corner. | 
This is the Lords doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.£ His | 
owne brethren not onely belezved not in him, but alfo | 
& they went out to lay hold on hima : for they faid, Hee ts befide 
himfelf. Likewife » one of his owne Difciples, who dip- | 
ped his hand in the difh with him, betrayed him. And 
therefore Zoh» faith, that i Hee came unto his owne, and bis 
owne received him not. 

VIII. Looke what intertainment the Malter recei- 
ved of his owne, the fame received his difciplessnot of 
the lees of the people onely, but alfo.of thofe which fat | 
at therudder,and held the (tern ofthe common-wealth 
and of the Church. Chrift foretold it fhould bee fo, fay- 
ing, K Beware of men : for they will delever yor up to the Coun- | 


celi, 


me Of the Righteous mans Evils. 


cels and they will fcourge you in their Synagogues : And ycé 
Shall be e t imn (a and Kings ir my fake. The 
firftand moft violent enemies which they found, were 
they! which faid they were Iewes,and were not; but the S ye am 
gogue of Satan : Their Ring-leaders were the m High- 
Prieft, with all the reft of the Priefts, che Captain’ ofthe 
Temple, the Sadducees and Pharifees. Wherefoever 
the Apoftles came, that-curfed Nation egged againft 
chem all kinde of folks 5" devont and honourable women, 
the chief men of cities, ° the whole people. As ? they both killed 
the Lord Ie{us, and their owne Prophets ; fo, faith the Apo- 
Ite, have they perfecuted us : They pleafenot GOD, and are 
contrary to all men ; forbidding ws to fpeak to the Gentiles,that 
they might be faved. - + ‘oa 
Had the Church at that time no other perfecuters ? 
The Churches of the Gentiles 9 fuefred Like things of their 
owne countrey-men. At" Damafcus, the Governer under 
Aretas the King,fought to apprehend Panl. At £ Thefa- 
lonica, all the lewd fellows ofthe bafer fort, made an up- 
rore again him. ` Att Philippi, the Mahlers of the Py- 
thoniffa , feeing the hope oftheir gaine gone, becaufe 
Panl had cat the {pirit of divination out of her, egged 
the Magiltrates again{t him and Silas. Atv Ephefies, De- 
metrius the Silver-{mith, for a like caufe, raifed no {mall 
(tirre againft him. * Tertullus the Oratour accufed him, 
y Alexander the Copper-{mith did him much evil. At 
Rome he was prefented before the bloudy Tyrant Nero, 
whom hee calleth 2 a Lion: Then no man food with him, 
but all men forfook him: Then his friends abandoned him, 
and the Tyrant put him to death. What the reft of the 
Apoftles fuffered by falfe brethren and open enemies, 
ye may reade in the Acts, and in their lives. 
IX. What the Church was to fuffer after them by 
b rhe Beat fighting ag2inft the Saints.and killing them ; 
by the Whore of Babylon, ¢ drunken with the blond of the 
Saints, and of the Martyrs of Tefus ; by è Gog and Magog, 
COM)-. 
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A AA about the beloved city; S. Toh hath forerold | 
in the Revelation. What our Fathers,what we have fuf- 
fered, not of the Turkes, Perfians, Tartarians, Ameri- 
cans, and other {worne enemies of Chriflian Religion, 
ithe of thofe bloody butchers which callthemfelves Ca. 
| tholicks ; ; the heavens have feen sthe earth, which hath 
drunk up our blood, can {peak ; the murtherers, which 
‘have fhed it, can bear record ; our owne experience can 
‘belt of all teftifie, What policy, what craft hath beene 
practifedto undermineand wholly undoe-us by our 
owne brethren, of our owne kinred, familie, religion, 
hardly would ye beleeve,if I Mould tellit. Chrifts pre- 
e aN 21. | diction hath been accomplithed : ¢ Yee /halt bee betrayed 
Goth by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends ; and 
| fome of “you fhallthey caufe to be puttodeath, and yee fhall bee 
bated of all men for my Names fake. Our brethren have 
| {old us for money, as flefh is fold at the fhambles ; and 
we have been lelle regarded than flaves by thofe which 
| bought, us : whofe humanity, like Dracon’s Lawes, is 
! |iprintodi in all Chriftendome with our Fathers and our 
' | blood ; and whofe affeGion and loyaltie towards us, is- 
enter upon the running waters, What wonder then, 
if, among fo many profeted enemies and cunning trai- 
COrss 
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Many are the Evills of the righteous? 

` X. The Righteous, confidering how hee is thus be- 

fieged on all lides, and hurried in all fafhions by foes 

_and friends, is often overtaken with diverfe thoughts 

| and furmifes, more dangerous than all the externall E- 
vils which may befall unto him. Worldlings judge of 

God’s favour to men,by their profperity ; and of his ha- | 

tred towards them, by their adverlity. When Abime- 

a lech King of Gerar faw Abraham thrive, hee faid unto 
a enzi. | him! God i with thee in all that thou doest. -W hat he faid, 
g Luke 16, Was true; but the ground whereupon hee buiitit, was 
| 19,20. ne forg the rich Glutton in the Gofpell thrived; and 
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Lazarws,who was laid at his gate full of fores, thrived 
notsyet that glutrd is in hell,becaufe God was not with 
him : and Lazarus is in Abrahams bofome, becaufe God : 
was with him. The Scribes and Pharifees , evill Doctors 
ofthe good Law, concluded,h That God was not with | h Mat.27, 
Chrift, becaufe hee delivered him notfrom thecroffe. | 41542. 


The righteous man himfelfe, when his affliction is 
long and heavie, taketh like conclufionsagain{t him- 
felfe. Whenthe Angell of the Lord faid to Gideou, i The 
Lord is with thee thou mighty man of valour: Gideon anfwe- | i Iudg.6. 
red, Ob my Lord, if the Lord bewith us, why thenis all this | 12:13. 
befallen us? The Lord hath forfaken us, and delivered us in- 
to the hands of the Midianites. Ye read Jobs complaints ; 
k The arrows of the Almighty are within me,the poy{on wher- 
of drinketh up my fpirit : the terrors of God do fet themfelves | * lob 6.4. 
inarray againft me: He teareth me in bis wrath, 1 he bateth | itoh 16 ` 
mehe gnafbeth upon me with bis teeth, » and he couateth mee | m Iob r p 
untohim,as one of bis enemies. Ye heare David crying out} 11. 
pitifully,» Ay God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me?) Palaz 
why art thou fo farre from helping me, and from the words of ya 
my roaring? Teremiah bemoaned the ftate of the Church 
after the fame manner, ° Wherefore doef? thou forget ns for) > Law. ; 
ever, and forfake us folong time? And nowin the Palati- | z0, : 
nate,and now in France, doe notall the faithfull mourne 
and crysdoe we not cry with them,and for them,O Lord 
how long ? | 

The wicked, when God croffes them in their delires 
and projects, are accuftomed to fay ;P It 5 in vaine to p Mal. ; 
ferve God, andwhat profit is it that we havekept his ordi-\y4,14.\ 
nance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of 
hofts ? And now we call the proud happy : yea, they that worke i 
wickedneffeyare fet up ; yea, they that tempt God, are even de- i 
livered: The righteous Afaph held the {ame fpeech in 
his great affliGtion, and taid; a Verily, Ihave cleanfed my | appl 
heart in vaine, and wafhzd my hands in ian ; S nN 

vaine, and wafhca my n invocencie. | 13, 
Moreover, thefe internal! evills take fùch hold ofthe | 
rightee | 
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pr wee righteous man, that he will bring Go bring Gods word, which 
| 


he hath beleeved,in queftion, doubt whether it be true; 
ifthe Religion which he profeffeth, beofGod; if the. 
caufe which he fuftaineth , and for which he doth un- 
dergoe fo many evills, be gcod: forifit be good, if i it 
be a God, why doth he not uphold it? David being 
brought to his wits end, and even to the pits brinke by | 
Sanl,deemed that Gods Prophets.had deceived him. and : 
faid, * Ail men are lyars. W hat greater evill, I pray ycu, | 
can befall a Chriflian man, than to bring in controver- | 
fie Gods providence, and the perpetuali cate which he 
hath of his Church? than to thinke that godlineffe, 
which he hath fucked with his mothers milke, is buta 
fable, adreame, an invention of man ? than to imagine 
| that hitherto he hath imbraced a fhadow for the bodys 
hath fought the truth in a lye, hath efteemed vanity and 
winde,to be Gods word?than to frame fuch conceits a- 
gain{tthe honour of God, and his owne falvation ? 
If fuch doubtscome nat in his mind; if he beleeve 
} that the religion which he profefleth,is ae above,that 
een a f the eyes of the Lord are uponthe righteous, and biseares ars 
E on i| open unto their cry ; ; that light » peace, ioy, falvation is 
b | fowen far theupright man 5 it feemes unto him,that he 
| is none of that number: and gathering out of the ftore 
and greatnetle cf his evills, molt dangerous prefumpti-} 
ons; he pronounceth againit himfelfe,; That hehath! ` 
beenean Hypocrite, a vile reprobate, andcaft-away,| 
I knowthat {uch perplexities are but fhort fymptomes 
| to therighteousman, whereof he recovereth by the 
powerfull affiltance of Gods Spirit; when as they are 
deadly convullfionsto the wicked, and wofull prefaces 
| toadolefull Tragedie, which they fhall everlaltingly 
act, and neverend: yet howfoever they be fhort, they 
arefenfible, and lye fo heavievpon the wearied foule 
of the righteous man, thatin comparifon, his outward 
evills feeme unto him li ghterrhan afeather, wherewith 
the 


-r 


r Pfalx16. 
II. 


mnra p e. 
a eh e nm 


ae 
: 


| Of the Righteous zans Evils, 


a a eee 
_thewind playeth in the ayre. So I have fhewed you, 
that both by externall grievances,and internall griefes, 
Many are the Evilts of the Righteous. 

XL. Now therighteous man may fay to the wicked: 
as David{aid to Saul, t Know thou and fee, that there is net- 
ther evillnor tran{greffio in mine hand, and I bave not finned 
againft thee, yet thou bunteft my foule to take it 5 and asv Dar 
ntel faid to Dariusywho had cafthim into the Lyons dens 
Before thee, O King, Ihave done no burt. For although it 
pertained to Chrift alone, tofayto his adverfaries ; 
* Which of you convinceth me of fiane? yet all the righte- 
ous men may fay of their perfecuters , that which Da- 
vid faid of his enemies, Y Without caufe have they hid for 
me their net iz apit: without caufe they have digged for my 

Joule, And when they pray, they feare notto protelt of 
their innocenciein that hehalfe, and to fay to God; 

y They lye in waite formy foule: the mighty are gathered a- 

i gainft me, not for my tranfareficn or for my fia,O Lord:They 
run and prepare themfelves.without my fault: awake to helpe 
me, and behold. ; 

The rule of the righteous mans life, is Chrifts com. 
mandement and example, His commandement is, > Re- 

| fft wot ovil; but whofoever {hall (mite thee on the right cheeke, 
| turne to bua: the other alfo,cxc. Give to him that asketh thee : 
Love your enemies, bleffethem that curfe,doe good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which defpitefully ufe you and per- 
| fecute you. The fame commandement he gave by his 
| Apoltle,faying :¢Be wot overcome of evill, but overcome 
| evil with good. What he commanded, that he practifed 
| in his lite : 4 He fuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
| Jefbould follow his reps: who did xo finne, neither was guile 
| found in bis mouth : who, when he was reviled, reviled not a- 
| gaine : when he fuffered,he threatned not, but committed him- 
felfe to him that indgeth rigbteou/ly. Yea, not onely he did 
them no harme, but alfo hee didthem all kind of good: 
He went about all /idea, teaching the Gofpell of 
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kingdome of heaven, healing all manner of ficknetTe, 
and all manner of difeafeamongthe people, madethe 
| blind to fee, the deafe to heare,the lame to walke;clean- 
| fed the lepers, raifed up the dead, fed:by the miraculous 
multiplication of bread, at-divers times, many thou- 
' fand foules ; reftored the eare to Malcus which came to 
takehim, prayed fer thofe which crucified him; and 
therefore asked of his enemies , who tooke up [tones 
to throw at him :¢ Many goodworkes have I lhewed you 
fiom my Father : for which of thofe workes doe you ftone me ? 
What ill did the Apoftles, wherefore they fhould bee 
ufedfocruelly 2 They went through the wholeworld, 
converting men from darkne(fe unto the maruellous 
light of the Gofpell, and did fo many wonders a- 
fFAd&.14.13 | mongltthe people, that thence fome Idolaters tooke 
occafion to worfhip them; but the lewes,to per{wade 
gt. Cora: | the people to ftonethem. 8 Being reviled, they bleffed ; be- 
= iii ing perfecuted, they fuffered it ; being defamed, they intreated. 
Much good did they to many: ill they did to none, 
| A eee Read more ancient examples of h Abrakam,yeeldin g 
N = for peace faketo his Nephew Lot sof i laceb,curling his 
$657 owne fonnes, Simeox and Levi for their bloodie anger 
again{t the Sichemites,thiough having a goodly thew of 
| La: righteous vengeance; of * David,leading with his foul- 
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g.15516, | dieresia moftinnocent lifeamongf{t Waba/s heards of cat- 
per" | le, and flocks of theep > {paring Szals life, who fought 
l Sam. | his,and bringing himto this true confeffion, ! Tho art 
24.17- more righteous thant: for thou haft rewarded me good where- 
m Pfal 38. t as [have rewarded thee evil; m being as adeafe manywhen 
i his enemies fpake mifchievous things againft him, 
TTN cloathing himfelfe with fackecloth, humbling his 
ene. foule with falting , praying molt affectuoully;when his 
! enemies, which rewarded him evill for good, were‘ficke, 
If ye delireexamples of the Chriftians carriage, du- 
o Teri Apol. | ting ten perfecuttonsin the {pace of three hundred and 

cap... 37 \oddeyeares; ° When the peopleinvaded them, they an 
fifted 
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fifted not ; when the Magiftrate condemned them, they 
gavethanks : when the dead bodies of their brethren 
and kinfmen were drawn out of the reft of theirgravess 
were pulled away from the Sanctuarie of death, they 
fought no revenge ; albeit they were in greater num- 
ber than their enemies , and might with a few little fire- 
brands fet on fire all the Townes, Boroughes, 
Villages, Caftlesof the Empire, if Chriflian Religion 
did not forbidall private men P to avenge themfelves, be- 
caufe itis written ; Vengeance is mine , I willrepay it, faith 
the Lord. For this caule the holy Spirit often calleth the 
afflictions ofthe righteous, Seffaregs - becaufe they fuf- 
ferthe evill which is done unto them, but they do no e- 
vil toany man:wherunto alfo Chrif hath bound them, 
when hecalleth them 4 Sheepe ; infinuating, that they | o Matto 
fhould be fheepe éz /implicitie, to never thinke any evill; aa Da 
in innocencie, to never doe any evill 52” patience, to beare 
all evills meekly without grudging and murmuring ; 7 
utilitie and commoditie, to feede with their milk,to cloath 
with their wooll whofoever ftands in need of their 
helpe, to doe illunto no man,‘ to doe good unto all men: 
efpecially unto them who are of the houfhold of faith. Alas, 
alas! the number of {uch fheepe, of {uch righteous men, 
how rareisit? how many fuffer not for well doing, as| ¢, Det 
Chriftians and righteous men: but for evsll doing , as| 1, Ki 
murtherers, theeves, robbers,and ravenous wolves, ra- | 1 Pet.4-39. 
therthan fheepe?/ how many cannotabideto fuffer, but 
thinking it a fhame to packe up aninjurie, will needs be 
avenged oftheir enemies ? how many doe feeketo de- 
fendithe Gofpell againft perfecuters , by burning, kil- 
oie 1, filling the houfes ofinnocent peafants, 

of poore countrey folkes,with orbitie, defolation,and 

mourning? intending to cure one finne with another 

| fimne, taking the way ofhell to goe to heaven, and 
;thipking to defend the Gofpell by unlawfull meanes. 
:whichtheGofpell hath condemned. For it is not hee 
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which fuffersth evill,but he which doth it,chat finneth: 


And therefore thetrue righteous manis ever a patient, 
not an agent inevill;and the wicked not onely have no 
caufe whereforethey fhould hate him, but have,in his 
manifold good deedes, a good caufe wherefore they 
fhould love him: and yet notwithftanding his innocent 
and good carriage, 

Many are the Evills of the Righteous, 

XTT. Sometimes many,blind-folded with ignorance, 
deeme that the righteous man is the mof unrighteous 
that liveth.in the world, and that Gods deareft fervants 
are his greateft enemies : according to Chrifls faying ; 
t The time commeth, that whofocver killeth you, will thinke 
that he doth God fervice. Yet it befalleth often, that the 
authors of cherighteous mans evills,cover their private 
quarrels, and mifchievous attempts again{t him, with 
the cloake of juftice. Paz! {aid of himieife truely, that 
Y through zeale he had perfecuted the Church’, becaule* bee 
did it ignorantly in unbelecfe : And the lewes an{wering to 
Chrift, y for agood works we ftoue thee not , but for blafphe- 
my, dnd beeaufe that thou being a mut, makeft thy felfe God; | 
beleeved verily that he was a blafphemer. Likewife the ; 
Gentiles,who perfecuted the Chriftians, thought them | 
to be enemiesto mankind, whereas they fhewedthem- ; 
felves enemies a to mans error, not to mans nature.Contrary, 
when > Sas! faid, that his fonne had madea league with 
the fonne of /efeagaint him 5 © when Abfalom accufed 
his father that he was not carefull to doe juftice ; when | 
the Scribes and Pharifces laid many crimes to Chriits | 
charge; when the Gai/ards in the firt and fecond trou- 
bles of France ;whenin thefe la@troubles the lefuites 
accufed us, that we were plotting to fet up a ftate in the » 
(tate, ademocraciein the Monarchie, they knewthat 
they lyed. But fuch is the force and glory of jultice,and 
of righteoufnelfe, that the wicked,when they know 
they doe wickedly, cloake their wicked courfes ci 

the 
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Now whiatfoever the perfecuters thinke of their owne 
proceedings, the righteous man refteth upon bis owne 
innocencie; knowing that there isnot fo great weight 
in the defpightfuil girds of venemous tongues,as in the 
teftimonie of his owne confcience: and if hee were 
admitted to make an Apologie for himfelfe, how eafie 
a matter were it unto him to maintaine his ownc inno- 
cencie, and ito hew the falfhood of ail the accufa- 
tionsywhereby he is madeodious ; andthe manifeft va- 
nitie of the moftpart of them ? 

XIII. It was a vaine accufation to impute unto 
Chriftians the caufe of peftilence, of famine, of warres, 
of breaking out of waters, of the decaying ofall things, 
and their growing worfe and worfe fince the world 
hath waxed old; ¢as ifany fuch plague had never beene 
inthe world before Chrift was named init: asifold 
men might net, with as good reafon, move a: procelfe 
againtt us ; becavfe they heare not, feenot, pafe not fo 
well, are not fo nimble, fo quicke, fo biggeemembred, 
fo rongas when they were young 3. becaufe their de- 


caying age is not fo greene and livelie as their fathers |- 


was; becaufealfo they live not fo long as their fathers 
did,and extend not the dayes of an healthfull life to 
feven, eight, nine hundred, and {o many odde yeares, 
which were the ordinary daies of mens lives in the firft 
ageof the world. And why may not he, whoistor- 
mented with the gowt in hisioynts, racked with the 
gravellin hiskidneyes, tortured with the fone in his 
bladder;orhewho melteth drop after drop by a lan- 
guifhing confumption;he who is made one of the for- 
ked order by his wife; he whofe fonne is made, for his 
lewd life,the decking of a gallowes,&c, cry out againft 
us; A faggot forthe Huguenauts, a heapeof wood to 
burnethe Parpaillants ? as the ancient [dolaters,and 


forefathers of the new Idolaters of this time,were wont | 


to 
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a cry againft our predecetfors, The Christians to the 
Lyon, 

ATV. Let our enemies be our Iudges : when they 
have received all manner of accufations againtt us, 
when weare arraigned as enemies to God, tothehigh 
Powers,to the Lawes, to good manners, tonatureit 
felfe ; © why are we ufed other wayes than all other guil- 
ty perfonsare? l 

1. Itis permitted toall others which are arraigned,! 
to {peakein their owne defence whatfoever they can or 
may ;or ifthey cannot {peake to hyre the mercenary 
tongue of fome Lawyer, who without any fufpicion of 
crime may an{wer,contradi@t, fay whatfoever he thin- 
keth fittelt for the commendation oftheinnocencie of 
his Client,though knowne to be guiltie , and worthy 
of death: for the Lawes will noc fuffer, thatany man 
fhould be condemned, not heard , and without a free 
defence. We are the onely men whole mouthes are fhut, 
and often gagged, for feare that we {peake too cleerely: 
They will not have us to fpeake, becaufe they are refol- 
ved to condemneus; knowing,that ifwefpeake , our 
‘| innocenciewill thine like the beames of the Sunneina 
faire fummer day , and they cannot'chufe but abfolve 
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2, Though he who is arraigned,takethe crimeupon 
him, he is not,upon his fimple confeffion,fent to the 
gallowes ; but the Judge knowing that there are many 
perire volentes, who delireto die, to cleere his owne con- 
{cience , inquireth diligently of the antecedents, the 
confequents, the place, the time, the manner, thecom- 
plices and partakers, and ail other qualitiesand circum- 
lances of thefact. There is no fuch inquirie madefor 
oragain{ft us; wherein wee have offended the high 
Powers, where and when we pat outthe candles, how 
many Virgins we have defiled, with which of our kinf- 


women wee have committed ince: wee are called 
Huguenauts, | | 
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Huguenants, which to our Iudges, without further in- 
quilition , is a name and proving of all crimes. 
3. All other criminalls if they deny,are tortured un-; 
till they confetle: The end of racking is to wring out] ` 
confeflion. If ic be prevented by confeffion, it hath no 
ufe: whenithath extorted confeffion , it ceafcth, A- 
mongft Tyrants onely, racking isa punifhment: wee 
confefle freely what we are, we tell our Judges that we 
cre reformed Chriftians, or as ye {peake here, Prote- 
ftants : we {peakethetruth,and lye not. Our Iudges will 
not heare what we are: they will have us to lye, and to 
confeffe what weare not. Therefore they racke us, to 
make us deny. If other criminals deny, they beleeve 
them not :if we deny our felvesto be Proreftants, ifwe 
lye falfly,and fay weare Roman Catholikes, they be- 
leeve us. | 
4. Thereis no ludge unpartiall, which defireth to 
abfolve other malefactors; and therefore they are not 
-conftrained to deny, but racked untill they confetfe, 
_that they may becondemned : wee onely are forced to 
deny,that we may beabfolved: when wee {peake the 
truth, andconfetfe what we are, we are put to death: 
when yeelding to their violence, wee faine, and deny 
our Religion, not onely they fufferus to live , but alfo 
they reward us for our lying, Artthouwan Huguenaut? 
Yea: Racke him. Art thou an Huguenaut? Alas, no;no, 
Hangman unbindehim, lethim goe; heis an honelt 
man, and muft be recompenced, Whereby it is moft 
evident,that wee are cleane of all crimes laide to our 
charge, except our Iudges will confetfe,that in our per- 
fons,when we deny our Religion, they punifh not high 
treafon, adulteries, incefts, murther, and a great many 
moe crimes, whereof we are dayly accufed. Ifthat were 
iniquitic again(t thecommon wealth,and the State,they 
mult needs grantthat wee are guiltie of our Religion 
onely, or rather of the cnely name thereof. For it is 
con- 
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‘ condemned when it is not knowne; when it isknown, 
' it is imbraced : And therefore our Perfecuters will not 
know it, becaufe they will condemne it; perceiving 
that all thofé which have condemned it, when they 
| knew it not, have ceafed to condemne it, yea profefled 
and protected it,when they knewit. i 

§. The Emperour Traian, well informed of theinno- 

, cencie of Chriftians, fent tof Plinins Secundus Governor 
fp "or of Bythinia,after this manner; They muft not be fearched : 
erhi, | if they be appeached and accufed, they muft be punifhed. g. Q 
103. | fentence confufed with contradi¢tion ! hee forbiddeth 
104.Con- | to fearch them as innocent , he commandeth to punifh 
oor them as guiltie; he {pareth and rageth ; he diffemb!eth, 
name and punifheth: Ifthey be guiltie, why are they’ not 
arguantnr, | Searched è? ‘Ifthey be innocent, why are they punifhed? 
puniendi | How many fuch decrees have beene given out againft 
fant. | us? how many Rditts of pacification have beene made 
eee | with.us, as with honeft men ? and forthwith how ma- 
tentiam ne» | NY fires kindled, fwords fharpened, gallowfes preparéd 
ce(sitate againft us,asagain{t malefactors? Yelterday we were |; 
conjufam! | the {tay and props of the State,and mult be cherifhed : | 
Gt |: This day we are the plague and undoing of the State, 

‘band muft be killed : Though weare this day,as we were 
yefterday; except chat weltrive ever to be better, and 
fhurineto decay in goodneffe, or to grow worfe, But 
fo it was from the beginning, foitis,fo it fhall be untill 
the end of the world, that - 

I -~ Man ate the Evills of the Righteous. pan 
© XV., Not fo,may fome fay : wee that live here in a 
peaceable and bleffed nation, and whó,as we hope, are 
righteous men, have noevills, being guarded and hedg- 
edround about with Gods bountifull and mefcifull 
protection, through the daily care of our peaceable and 
hPfal.s2s. | molt Religious King. Ítis true, well-belovéd, thath the 
‘30 rodde of the wicked [ball not reft upon the lot of the righteous : 
\left the righteous put forth their hands into iniquity; You 3 fa- 
- thers 
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thershad theevills, and ye pofle(le the good things of | 
theland : But will ye fay,againft your felves, that ye are 
of the number of thefe belly-gods, which eating,drin- 
king, dancing, and {pending merrily the fhort dayes of 
their brittle life, i are not grieved with the affuttion of Lo- 
feph? God forbid, that ye fhould {peake fo unnaturally, 
andfo falfly againft your ownefoules, 

Is itnotwritten, i Weepe with them that weepe: K Re. 
member them that are in bonds, as bound with them: and them 
which fuffer adver [itie, as being your [elves alfo in the body? 
Have ye not read of ! Nehemiah, that underftanding the 
great afflition and reproach, wherein the Ieweslived 
after their returneto lerufalem, he wept, mourned, fa- 
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And who have given more evident demonftrations 
ofa true fympathie, and fellow-feeling of the miferies 
of your brethren beyond Seas, than you? Haveyee 
not wept? have ye not mourned? have ye not falted? 
have ye not prayed to Godforrhem? haveyenot ope- 
ned your bowels, and purfes unto them ? have yee not 
beene much moved for their adverfitie ? have ye not, 
not onely according to your power, butalfo above 
your poweryelieved their neceflitie? Every oppreflion 
which they fuffer, when.it commeth to your eares, isit 
not aracke unto you? ‘Asmany i | Se , are they 
not as many tortures toyour vexed toules? What pr 
K 2 this ' 
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this whole Ifland defire with fighs and fobs, but to bee | 


at warre with -Chrifts enemies, which oppreffe them, 
that is to fay, tofpend lives and goods for their 


reliefe? Becaufe,as Constantius, father of Constantine the | 


Great, irh deliverer of the Chriftian Religion from the 
bloody perfecutions of Tyrants, came from great 
Britanne; foit feemeth by the holy, vehement, and 
conltantaffection which God hath put in all the peo- 
ples hearts of this moft flourifhing Ifland,towards their 
afflicted brethren beyond Seas, thathee hath ordai- 
ned,that deliverie fhall come to them from us- In the 
meane time, in what griefe, in what anguifh , in what 
perplexities,and vexation of mind are yenot? what 
rivers of teares doe ye not {till powre out before God? 


| what ejaculations? what prayers, and how fervent do 


ye not dart towards the heavens for them?T hen in you 
alfo is fulfilled this moft true faying, 
Many are the Evuils of the Righteous. 
XVI. Thanke God with heartand mouth for this 


| long and bleifed peace wherein ye live; bleie him for 


| his bountifull mercy , whereby ye heare,and fee not; 


ye feele the affliction of Jofeph, and fuffer not any in 


‘your owne perfons, andare enabled to fuccour Chrifts 
| diltretfed members which haveno hope, after God) but 


an the Churches of thistiland, Pray’ to'God' for the 


| King, by whofecareyeenioy this bleffednetfe : Pray, 


for the increaling of our godly,courageous, and hope- 
full Princein allChriftian, Princely 5 and Majelticall 
gifts: Pray for the flourifhing peace of this State, that 
in the peace thzreofye may have peace: "If J forget thee 
O lerufalem, let my right band forget it felfe: If I doe not 
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the reofe of nay month: 
IFI preferre not Ierufalem above, my chiefeioy, O weepe, 


| |. and pray unto God for his Church,and be net unthank- 


‘fullfor his gifts : be fubieét:to the King, ‘and'to’ tlie 


‘Prince, be faithfullto the State, be obedient and loving 


f to 
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to your teachers, beinnocent in Your callings, be mo- 
deft in your behaviour, be more and more bountifull to 
the poore: fo the King of Kings, fo the God of peace; 
fo theSpoule of the Church, fo the Protector of Mo 
narchies, fo the father of the poore, thal bletfe you, 
| fhield you, and remaine with you for ever: So be it; 
even fo beit., 
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Many arethe Evills of the Righteous, 


All the Evills. of the: ;theauthor of thers atl. 
Righteous man, and of | 7. God ‘ath it for the righ 
the Church,are foretold in the | ‘teous mans fake, for other 
S = Hl mens fakes, for his owne fake. 
. The canfe of the righ-\’ 8. He corretteth the righ- 
tons mans evills;is the Anti- teous? man of his. ia . 
pathiewbich is betwetiie bing fir PRAP E i 
and the wicked. | 9 Hee widbdvavierh bin 
3. As foone as a man be-' ‘from mfi Pine in time to come; 
gins to ferve God, heis perfe] 10, Aad serene “4 
‘cuted. ` ROO | ehhid sat e 
4. Satan x mofe inceafed | PS yro Often, Disho: an 
again}? thofe which have fome ‘pégard to fiane, bis anely endi is, 


| peciall charge inthe State, or | to try hime. 
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hjek 5> that we map? Cnet eÀ ithe fn: an) the $ 
waite for them; knowing Wat *Cantidders > cits esibbas | 
they are the way to hearen: ©- |91. 14. is Alf Sains: Paul. 
6. It is flange, thatGod |» 15.: Great: tryall of the 
[nor obecl p fue eter the righté~\° Churches of the Palatsnat, wr 
ors man to have fo many e- -of Frances: toai 
E~ but alfo wil bee called 16.) Beiren objtélions 
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‘are the exercife of the righte= iftaucie, 
ous mans Faith, Meckueffe,| 18, Difference betweene 
Charitie , Patience, Prayers,| the Righteous man, and the 
Hope. . Hypocrite. 

17. And wonderfull con-| ` 19. Prayer. 


MOT ae | 


KS Gods dear ones, howfoever they be fo ex- 
rj E9] trean that they are fometimes driven by | 


eyes to fee, may be both foreknowne,and forefeene. 
Surely our Lord Jefus Chrift was no fooner prefen- 
ted to theLord in the Temple, but Simeon prophecyed 
of him, thata be was fet for the fall and rifing againe of many 
in Ifrael, and for a figne which [hall be [poken againft. And 
Chrift himfelfe foretold his Difciples, that > be fent them 
forth as fheepe in the midft of Wolves. that they fhould bee de- 
| | 4vered up to the Conucells, fcourged in the Synagogues, 
} c Tob.16.2 brought Sefer na escien and Kings for bis fake.: yeas: that 
\whofoever killed them; fhonld sbitke that be did God fervice. 
| Neither fpeaketh he of his Apoftles onely, which were 
then prefent toiheare his words, but inthe parable of 
| '| the marriage oftheKings{fonne, he forewarneth all his, 
d Mat.2a.6 | fervantsywhich she is to fend forth:to, call men to the 
wedding, that 4 they fhal be sntreated (pitefully and flaine s 
And compareth-his Church s whichis the Congre- 
| ¢Mat.7.25 | gation of righteous men , © faae boufe builded upon the 
rocke,which is {tormie-beaten with the floods.of crofles, 

orted the Difciples 


{and winds of perfecutions. -> vwo 
|< Therefore the holy Apoftles exh 
i 4 to 
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| to continue in the faith, hewing them, that £ we mufi 
| through much tribulation enter into the kingdome of God, 
| Which we? All righteous men, alltrue Chriftians £ fot 
gallthat will live godly in Tefus Chrif , fhall Juffer perfecuti> 
on, The Lord himfelfe fheweth for what end fuch things’ 
areforetold us, faying,  Thefe things have I told you,that 
when the time {hall come, ye may remember that. told you of 
them: for left we thould be overtaken with: afflictions, 


ting them,we may bé upon our guard, & according to 
the exhortation of the Apoftle, i take unto, us the 
whole armour of God , that. wé may bee able to with- 
ftand in the evill day, and having overcome all, ftand 
till, like the rocke in; thefea,, which all the foaming 
waves of the Ocean, all thethundering tempefts of the 
ayre,all thefpite and might of allthe elements cannot 


difeafes, whenallkind of mifchiefes riufhed upon Zo 

with fuch fuddainnetfe, that he had’ noleafure to heare 
and confider the particulars of any one of them, how 
could he have worlhipped God, how could hee have 
faid,* The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away , bleffed bee 
the name of the Lord 3 if, when he was at eafe, hehad not 
exercifed himfelfe, with theconceit.of all evills which 
are incident to man ? if hee had not harped often. upon 
this meditation; God may deprivethee of all thy chil- 
dren, bring thee to leanneflé of teeth, . pull away thy 
foule from thy body ?. he hath done foto many. other; 
why not tothee? Nothing, in my opinion; made Pas! 
more forward to fuffer affiGions , more bold tò. refift 
them, more [trong to. overcame them., than the fore- 
warnings! which the Holy Ghoft gave him, that in eve- 
ry citie bonds and afflictions waited for him.. All they 
Waited for him, bee waited for them: and when they 
they thought to fteale upon him,they found him ready 
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he advertifeth us that they fhall ‘come;.and'thereforead- 
vifeth us to looko for them;thatfore-cafting and expe- \ 
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to buckle with them,and lendthem his necke., 
Brethren, [efus Chrift hath not deceived us she hath 
not madeto his Difciples ftately and loftie promifes of 
riches, of honours, of worldly preferments, as Cyrzes the 
Jonnger did to hisfollowers:.ye heare him {peaking a- 
loud,™ [fazy man come to me,and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and Sifters, yea 
and his owne life alfo, he cannot be my Difciple: and whofoe- 
ver doth zor beare his croffe, audcome after me,cannot be my 
Difciple. What the Lord hath foretold, experience hath 
made good: = At the opening of every feale of the fea- 
led booke, whichis the Gofpell of our Lord Tefus 
Chrift, Zohz faw fome new plague follow thereupon; 


and we fee nothing round aboutus, in forraine coun- 


treys where that bookeis unfealedjbut wars,but dearth, 
but death, but all kind of miferies, Confider then, I pray 
you, weigh wel upon what conditions ye have mufte- 
redamiong the cépanies of Chrifts fouldiersswhere your 
pay isloffe of all your goods, your gaine is death, your 
victory is not of things feene, your triumph is dilgrace, 
infamie,and hame, For if ye forfake not all that ye bave, 
goods, life, honours, dignities, ye cannot be Chrifts Dif- 
ciples, 

I]. Looke what antipathie,what contrarietie ofhu- 
moursisin nature betwixt plants and plants; as betwixt 
the Vine and the Colewort ; betwixt the Colewort, and the 
Hearbe grace : betwixtthe plants and bealts ; as betwixt 
the Serpent, and the Ajh-tree , the ferpent andthe Rue: be- 
twixt beas and bealts; as betwixt the Catte and 
the Moufe, betwixt the Wolfe and the fhzepe: betwixt 
man and bealtes; as betwixt the ferpent and man: 
the like difagreement,and farregreater, is betwixt the 
righteous and the wicked man: for P a” nninft man is an 
abomination to the inft:and he that is upright in the way , és 
aborsination to the wicked, Thefe contrary inclinations 
had their beginning with the world, and fhall not have 
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anend untillthe worlds end. God is juftice,and righte- 
oufnelfe it felfe ; and the divell profetled enmity again 
him from the beginning. What wonderthen if he bee 
an enemy tothe righteous man, who is but Gods crea- 
ture? Asfooneas man was created, he feduced and 
fupplanted him. Then God proclaimed unreconcile- 
able warre betweene them, faying to the divell, who 
was fhrowded under the fhape of a ferpent ; 9 Z will put | q Gen 3. 
enmity betweene thee and the woman : and betweene thy feede, | 5+ 

and ber feed: It [hall brusfe thy bead ; and thou Jhalt bruife his 

heele. The ferpents teed,is the brood of wicked men, 

which have beene from the beginning, namely, thofe 

which perfecute the Gofpell. The feede of the wo- 

man, is our Lord Jefus Chrift, with the whole band of 
righteousmen, /ohz {aw a battelin heaven: * Michaeli rRev.12.17 
and his Angels fought againf? the dragon , and the dragon 
fought and his Angells, \efusChrilt, who onely is this 
, | Michael, becaule he onely is like unto God,and his An- 
gels and Saints, foughtagainft the divell, and allthe 
hellith rabble of wicked men, and of divells like 
unto himfelfe. | 

There is no manifeft caufe knowne of the Antipa- 
thies and contrarietie of difpofitions which are in na- 
ture: but the caufes of difagreement betweene: the righ- 
teous and unrighteous man,are knowne. They flow 
from contrary {prings ; and therefore their affeCtions, 
their actions, their effects, their ends are contrary. Are 
not God and the divell enemies ? The wicked man ‘zs 
of the divell: the righteous man tss berne of God, Hence 
it is, thatthe children beare out their fathers quarreil : 
the wicked ishud-winked with ignorance: v He kvow-! . toh 16.3 
eth not the Father, nor the Sonne ; neither will hee know | l 
them: * þe will not learne to be wife, that he may doe gocd. x Pfal. 36,3. 
Y Therighteous man knoweth furely , that Chrift is | Y 10b. 17-8- 
come out from the Father, and beleeveth that the Fa- 
jther hathienthim : 4 The wicked zs after the flefb , and | aRom.8.5 
L there- | 
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theretore be minds the thirgs of tke igh The righteous 
being after the fhirst , minds the things of the firit: The 
wicked n ans workegare b the workes of the file, which 
ave thefe: Adultery, fornication wncleanneffe, lafcrvion{neffe, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred , variance , emulations, wrath, 
frrife, feditions , herefiess ENUYINES , murthers, drurkenneffe, 
 reatlings, aud fuch like, The righteous mans Works are 
¢Ve.2a2,23 ¢ the finits of the [þirit, that isto wit, Leve, 10y, peace, long 
Jejering, gentlerefe, goodneffe, faith, meckzeffe , temperance. 

| Where thereis fo great a contrarietie and repugnancie. 

of affections, ofadions , of workes ; what wonder if 

_ there be great enmitie? The righteous man is light in 

paho sg ithe Lord; and ¢ every man that doth evill, hateth the 
| light, neither commeth to the light, left bis decdes foould bee 

, &fcovered : for that caufe hee hateth the righteous mans 

as the Pharifees hated Jefus Chrift, becaufe hee reproo- | 

vedthem of their vices. The righteous man likewile | 

ePfalt3s. hateth the wicked : ¢ Doe Inet este them, O Lord, faith 
Ai David, that hate thee? and um not I grieved with thofe that 
rife ap a go Aiva/? thee ? T batesthens with perfect hatred : L count 

them mine exenies. When hea and coid, moilture and | 

: drought, hardnetfeand foftnetfe, Hehtand darknetfe, : 


s 
a. 
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fhall leaue offto bee at variance; then, then fhall the | 
righteous and wicked man ioyneirands, anu enrer into 
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righteoufuell> with unrizhteox nelfe 2? and what commenion 
hath light with darkneffe ? and what concord hath Chrif with 
Belial? asd mbar part bath he that beleeveth with as Inf- 
j PoF. 
aell? and what agreement hath the Tensple of God with I. 
2 [ : = e e we ae a 
dolls? In this difcord, thereisthis notable differences 
j . it 3 , e n 
tharthe righteous man hateti rather the vice, than the 
perfon of the wicked, and feekerh by prayers toGod, 
by exhortations, admonitions, good examples,to con- | 
vert him : whereas the wicked hateth both the ver- 


tuesyaad the perfon of therighteous, and feekerl to 
| deftroy him, . 
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i LIL Fromthence itis, that alfooneas aman —| 


gins toapply hismind and heart unto righteoufnelle, 
Satan andthe wicked world confpire to undoe him: 
for likeas 3 Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury , and the 
| forme of his vifage wus changed againft Shadrac, Mefhac, 
| and Habednego , when to his face they refufed to fall 
downe, and worfhip the image which he had made,and 
commanded,that the furnace wherein they were to bee 
caft, fhould bee kindled feuen times more than it was 
wontto be heat:evenfo,alfoon as a manbegins to draw 
his neck out of Satans coller , to fiunne the company 
of wicked men, to draw neere unto God by repentance 
and newnelfe of life, and to regifter his name in the 
Church booke, that he may be faved in the communi- 
on of the Saints; Satan fets all his malice on a flame to 
devoure him, and the wicked ruth upon him with bill 
and claw,to tearehim in peeces. For astheeves breake 
notinto an houfe where there is nothing but ftraw, hay, 
ftubble ; but onely into fuch places where there is gold, 
filver, precious ftones, and rich furniture : fo the di- 
velland his limbes heede not rafcals , and fcurvie fel- 
lowes; but ifany man bee aworlhipper of God, and 
doth his will, they lye in waite fecretly , asa Lyon in 
his denne, they hidethe {narė in his way,they crouch, 
they (toope to catch him into their net. 

As foone as Chrift wa- borne, » Herod became out 
of his wits,feeking to flay him;to teach us, that as foon 
as we become Chriftians by a {pirituall birth , wee fhall 
not have went of Herods to feeke our lives. As foone as 
thei red dragon faw rhe woman with child travellingin 
her birth, and ready to be delivered , hee Rood before 
her, that he might devoure her childeasfoon as it was 
borne : but her child being caught up unto God, and 
the taking her felfeto her wings,to fave her life by fly- 
ing into the wildernes, he caft out of his mouth a Houd 
of water to drowne her. What was this vion but a | 
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type of the Church,againft whom the divell ftirreth up 


a world of wicked men, as fo many waves of an over- 
flowing river,to{wallow her up, when after along bars|. 
rennetie fhe conceiveth againe, and brings foorth chil. 
drentoGod? Then ye heare nothing amonght thofe 
blood-thirltie butchers, but crying , § Let us deftroy the | 
tree with the fruit thereof: let us cut him off from the land of | ` 
the living,that his name may be no moreremembred. 

l V. Amonglt the righteous men, Satan is moft in- 
cenfed againlt thofe whom God pickes out from a- 
mongh the relt, & feparates for fome {peciall and excel- 
lent worke inthe Church, or inthe State. For as Pi- 
rates faileby Barkes, and {mall hips, and boord. Car- 
rackes, and other huge fhips laden with the riches of 
the Orient: fo Satan lyetn in wait for thofe principally, 
on whom God hath beftowed greatelt plenty of gifts, 
and preferred to the moft eminent places in his 
Church. As long as /acob meddled with nothing. at 
home, Efan lived peaceably with him: Sought he, and 
obtained he his fathers bleiling 2 then Efan vowed to 
kiullhim. Whileft Jefis Chrift led a private life, and 
made no fhew of thofe treafures of heavenly graces 
which were hid in him,thedivell conlidered him not: 
but when the Spirit lighted upon him in the bodily 
fhape of adove;when his Fathers voice was heard from 
heaven, faying , This is my beloved Sonne, in whom Tam] 
well pleafed ; when by the Bapti{me of water, and of the | 
Spirit, he was inflalled in the dignitieand imployment 
of Afediatour betwixt God and man,then the divelt hee- 
ded him,tempted him, fet on foote again{t him asma- 
ny enemiesyas there were men which knew him When 
Saul was a Pharifee, exceedingly zealous ofthe traditi- 
ons of his fathers, and a perfecuter ofthe Church, hee 
was much regarded and honoured of the Iewes: but 
when ofa Captaine,hebecamean Apoftle ; of aviolent 
Perfecuter,a moft zealous, Preacher 3 of'alew,a Cit: 

ian 
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Rian ; of Sanl, Pav! ; he became therwith a marke wher- 
atthe divelland his Angells did fhoote all the vene- 
mous and fierie arrowes of their indignation, What 
wonder then, ifthe divel!,who hath ever his bow bent 
and ready, aimeth chiefly atthe Rammes and Leaders 
of Chritts locke ? hee knoweth by long experience, 


and too too many tryalls, that it is not written in vain, | 
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t Iwill fmsite the fhepheard,and thefheepe of the flocke fhall be | 1 216.13.7. 


V. Ye fee then againe,upon what condition ye are, 
and name your felves Chriftians. m Jf, faith Chrift, 
ye were of the world, the world would love his owne: but be- 
caufe yee are not of the World, but I have chofen 
you out of the World, : therefore the World hateth you. 
Tribulation, trouble, forrow, griefe,teares, all the evills 
that the divells malice can find out, are the Chriflian 
mans portion in this world. His hopes are not of this 

' life: for no reward is promifed unto him, but in the 
world to come. Asthe bird-catcher cafteth a little corne 
, before the birds, and hideth the net wherewith hein- 
_volves them ;-and asthe Afher covereth the ffh-hooke 
| with the mortall bait, whereunto hee knoweth the fifh 
_will {peedily fwimme : fo thefe which mind to deceive, 
promife alwayes pleafant things; and like unto the 
Syrenes of the Poets, they fing mofl {weete fongsito 
charme the-finspleones, whom they go aboutto in- 
trap; but the venomeisinthetaile, and hee who lifte- 
neth unto them,isamazed to fee how by too much cre- 
dulitie he hath bin drawn upon the dangers, & is funke 
among the fhelves of flinging cares, and killing evilis. 

| a The divell {pake of nothing to Eve, but of know- 
ledge of good and evill, but of immorrtalitie, but of e 
ternity.of life, but of being Jite unto God himfelfe : 
What fhe found, yeknow all; Ignorance, death, refem- 
blancetotheimpofter who had deceived her, was the 
reward of thelightnefle of her beleefe. ° The Tempter 
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the glory of them, and promifed them all unto him, fo 

that he would falldowne and worthip him, ? The falfe 

Praphets come in theepes cloathing , that when opor- 

tunity fhail ferve, they may difinember the whole fock. 

| The Papifts,and other Heretikes of this age,couer their 

deadly poyfun of falfe do@rine with the fugar of enti- 
fing words, and fhew to thofe which have not their 

fenfes exercifed to difcerne both good andevill,a gol. 

iden cuppe of moft delightfull and pleafant promifes;| 
| which when they put totheir head, they drinke no. 
| thing but gall aud wormewood, 

Fathers doe not fo to theirchildren: they fend 
them to the {choole, give them Pedagogues and Tu- 
torsto inftruct them, and hold them inawe; keepe 
them under a moft feuere and rigorous difcipline,untill 

Mat 7.14 
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they come to mans age, and be able to doe good fer- 
vice: Then, and no fooner, they looke upon them 
| with a cleere face, they ufe them familiarly, they open 
to them their purfes , they advance them to honours 
and dignities,they makethem theirheires, After this 
manner, our heavenly Fatherat the beginning {peakes 
tous moft roughly of forrowes and vexations: hee 
{chooles usin Chrifts Colledge, where afflictions are 
our Tutors, and rods our letfons: 1 He forewarneth us, 
that the way wherein we are to walke, till we come to 
‘the pleafwres which are at his right hand for evermore, 
is narrow,and {pred over with thornes; that the gate 
i whereby we maftenter, ifwee delire to enter into the 
| | kingdome of his glory, is very {traite and low : tothe 
‘endthat when wefinde fuch away, wherein thereis 
| nothing bat narrownelle, grinnes, and bryars,and fuch 
agate wherein we cannot enter without pre‘fing, thru- 
‘{ting, and ltooping ; wemay fay oneto anothers asitis 
' t Tia.30,21 written inthe Prophets 3' This ts the way, walke yee in it, | 
whether yeturne tothe righthand, and whether yee turne to 
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the eft y and concluding with rejoycing, as Jacobdid in | 
his great affliction, Ths i the gate of heaven, pray. and —- 
fay wich David. * Open to me the gates of righteou/neffe bi. el rik 
I wll goe into them : I well praife the Lord: this ts the gate of 18, 19, 
the Lord,mto which the rightcons fhall enter. 
VI, Flefhand blood cannot abftaine from‘contral- 
ling of this wifeand fatherly courfe, which Almightie | = 
God takes with hisbeloved children, Itis a ftrangeand 
moftuncouth thing to mans conceit, that God not ` 
onely permits,that his Saints which feare his Majeftie, ° 
which doe his will, which lead among men. an Angel: | 
calllife,and are heaven upon earth, fhould be thas ex-| - < 
pofed te fo many calumnies, vexations, torments, lof- 
fes,incommodities of this life, and molt dangerous: 
tentations; but alfo will be called the Author and caufe. 
of thenrall: for it ishe, hee himfelfe, which asketh,| 
v Shallthcre be any evillin the citie, and fhall not the Lord dec P 
; ; mos 3 
it ? x Evill and good proceede they not out of the mouth of the | 6 
moft High? May he nctrepretle the raging furieof our,| x Lam.3. 
adverfaries? may heenoticonvert them all, as heedid | ; 8 
Paul? Vfhe will not convert them, may he not deftroy 
them at unawares, as he did Pharaoh, and the Egyp ians, | 
Sodom, Gomorrha, Senacheribs hoat? y Is his mercy cleane 
gone for ever? doth his promife faile for evermore? hath y Plal.73, 
God forgotten to be gracious? hath bee in anger fout up bis l 
tender mercies ? ' 4 
+ Who can blame usif weaskey why the holy Apo. 
(Mes which went through the whole world , fowing it 
with the feede of Chriltiass, planting Churches, buil- 
ding living Templesto the living Gog, railing the dead, 
healing the ficke; cafting outdivells, doing good taall 
mem il to none,confirmingshcit do Xrine with lignes, 
wonders divets miraclesyandditributions of the kto- | 
ly Ghoft, accardingto Gads owne will 5 why fuch ce- | | 
leitiall, Angelicall; and malt wonderful] men, were. | 
bound, imptifoned,' feourged, feton pillories , moc- | 
ked, 
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| ked,abuied, and cruelly murthered ? Could they not | 
i have done better fervice to God being at libertie, than | 
tyed with cordsin a darke and folitary prifon? beinga- | 
live, chan dead? If it was farre better forthemto de. | 
part, and to be with Chrift; their longer aboade in the | 
- ‘|flefh,was it not more needfull for the Church, 2 asthe 
| Apoltle fayeth of himfelfe? The perpetuall care which 
they had.of all the Churches, deferved it not a better 
entertainment? theirinnocent and fruitfull life, was it 
not worthy of amorecalmeand guietdeath, and of 
!| a more honourable end? 
Wasitnot more ficthat the righteous Zob, b who 
aoe 19 || called the fatherietfe to eate with him, who covered 
i ‘tthe nakednetle of the poore, and warmed them with | 
{the fleece ot hisowne fheepe, fhould have remained 
|| owner. and difpenier of his ownegoods, thenthe Sa- 
| beans:-&. Caldean:,who took them away for no good ufe? 
How many in the Palatinate, how many in France, 
‘were there like unto ¢ Tabitha, full of good works,and 
almes which they did, which have beene ftript and 
{poyled of all their goods, and brought to theleiie 
blelfed condition of askingand receiving i would-not 
their goods have beene better in their owne hands, to 
diftribute them to the poore, than in the hands of | 
theeves, of robbers, of fouldiers, which play them at 
cards and dice,and waftethemupontheir lufts? ~ 
‘This queftion is very difficult; Though the faith-' 
full know, that d God is righteors, and that ¢ bce giveth not | 
account of allhis deeds, yetthey plead with him, and often 
controll his judgements, The weaker fort, feeing the 
| righteous man beaten in peeceslike a potfheard, are dif- 
mayed and {candalized. The dog-Atheilts take occafion 
‘pig thereby to deny Gods providence, and to flowt poore 
bie Chriftians, asking of them, f IfGod regards you, why 
Stromat,lib, | {affer ye perfecution ? why are ye put to death ? Ifyean- 
Ae {wer, as {ome did in the primitive Church, that it is ei 
wai 
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Gods will that wee be perfecuted, but that he hath fore- 
told,by manner of prophefie,thethings which weare to 
fuffer, to prepare us to patience ; ye fhall finde fome fali- 
an who will tell you out of the Scriptures, that g the very | g Matt.10. 
haires of your bead are allaumbred, and that one of them fhall | 3% 
not full oan the ground without your Father. 

V 11.» Thyway, O God, is inthe Santtuary : There wee} h Pimie 
finde,that i all bis wayes are iadgement : that hee is a God of |i Deu. 32. 
tructh, and without miquity ; that bee ts inft and right : yea, 
that all the pathes of the Lord are mercy and trueth, unto 
fechas keepe his Covenant, and bis Teftimonies. Let us then 
enter into Gods Sanctuary, and there wee fhall learne: 
or becaufe we arealreadie entred in his San@tuary, and 
are here prefent before his Majeftie in his holy Temple, 
to heare him {peakein his owne caufe, let us learne of | . 
his owne mouth, that he {tirreth righteous men up and 
downe , haleth them thorowthe water, the fire, the 
{words, cafteth them in a puddle of tribulations, out of 
which they finde no ifue, for their fake , for other mens 
fake, for bis owne fake : for their fake, becaufe he will either 
corre¢t,or weane, or try , or exercife, or honour them ; 

for our fake, becaufe hee will infltruct us : for bis owne fake, 
becaufe he will fhew his juice in the correction , his 
wifedome in the direction, his {trength in the erection 
and lifting up, his glory inthe wonderfull protection of 
his diftretfed Children. 

VIII. Many men are of a lavi and naughtie dif- 
pofition.! A fervant will not bee corretled by words : for|\ Pro.29, 
though bee underftand, hee will not anfwer : except the rodde | 19. 
whizze upon his fhoulders, hee will not ftirre. A™ whip |™m Pro. 26, 

| for the hor{e, abalter for the affe, and a rod for the fooles back, | 3° 

n Agar was proude in Abrahams houfe, fhe was brought! n Gen.16. 

low in the wilderness A4azaffes was incorrigible fo long | 4. 

|as he was peaceable in lerufalem,but when he was bod 

~ fetters, carried to Babylon,and calt into adarke| o =, Chro, 
prifon, ° bebeforrght the Lord bis Gad, and bumbled himfelfe | 3 3.11513. 

| M greatly 


4, 
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| greatly before the God of bis Fathers. Then was fulfilled that | 
To which is written in the Pfalmes, P Such as fit in darkeneffe 
10,11,12, | 42din the Jhadow of death, being bound in afflittion andiron, 
13. becanfe they rebelled againft the words of God, and contemned 
the counfellofthe moft high : Therefore hee brought down their 
heart with labour : they felldowne, and there was none to helpe. 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and hee faved 
q Matth,4. | thems out of their diftreffes.. Thole which were taken with 
242$. divers difeafes and torments, followed Chrilt to be hea- 
led : they that were whole, contemned him, 

The fame befals the moft righteous, who often fum- 
ber, and,if they were not awaked by afflictions, fhould 
dieintheirfins. Zofephs brethren never bethought them- 
felves of their finne , untill they were rudely ufed in Æ- 
gypt:thenthey called unto minde their iniquitie, and 

r Geng. faid one to another, * e are verily guiltie concerning osy 
TA brother, in that wee faw the anguifh of his foule, when hee be- 
fought us, and wee would not heare : Therefore is this diftreffe 
f Plalt319. come upon us: So David faid,! Before Iwas afflitted,] went a- 
g | Stray: but now have I kept thy word. So * Tonas Ñept pro- 
i re a foundly in the fhip; buty he prayed in the fifhes belly : 
for profperitielulls men afleepe, but adverfitie rouzeth ! 
them up: Therefore God faid of his people which had 
x Holy, | finned againft him, * Jyéllgoe and return to my place , till | 
15: they acknowledze their offence, and feeke my face : In thei af- 
fittioa they will feck me carely. And Ifaiah witnelleth of his 
| time, that {uch whiskers whiftled nctin vaine about the 
y 1.26.16 , Churches eares, laying, Y Lord,sn trouble they have remem- 
bredthze : they powred ont their humble prayer when thy cha- 
fiening was upon then. Look what the biting collyre is to 
| the pinne in the eyes, the fcorching cauter to the head- 
| ache and catharres, the fharpe pricking ofthe Surgcons 
Jauncet,& bitter phyfick toa continual fevers he Creufet 
and the fireto gold and filver ; the fame are afflictions 
to therighteous mans finnes, whichare a fuffuʻion and 
' web upon the cie ofthe mind,a rheume choaking Gods 
) Spirit, 
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Spirit, & {uffocating the heart, the Pleurifie & peftilent 
fever of the foule,the drofs & tin ofall godly affections. 

Soa Afiriam was healed of her pride by leprofie : So 
b David learned to be chalte, by cheincefts of his owne 
fons : fo Zonas learned obedience in the Whales bellie: 
So ¢ Zacharias, by the lotfe of his {peech, was cured of 
hisincredulity,& taught,not to open his mouth in time 
to come, but to praife and blefle the Lord his God : So 
the whole Church of ludad was humbled under the 
mightie hand of God;and, accepting ofthe punifhment 
of her iniquitie,learned to fay with heart and mouth, ¢ / 
will beare k indignation of the Lord, becaufe Ihave finneda- 
gainst him :Sothe Churches of France by thefe laft trou- 
bles were brought low, and taught to walke in Gods 
prefence with feare and trembling :for howfoever they 
were innocent of the crime of rebellion laid to their 
charge ; their vanitie,their ambition, their pride, their 
filthie covetoufnelle, their loathing of the Gofpel, their 
fecuritie, was become fo exceeding great, that God 
could not beare with them any longer: They trufted in 
their little paltrie holds and forts, Wich they had raifed 
as high as the clouds , and faid not onely in their 
hearts,as Edom did, but with their mouths alfo, who 

Jhall bring us downe to the ground ? The Lord heard the 
words of their pride,& inthe turning ofan hand,turned 
them topfie turvie; leaving onely fome ruines, as traces 
of his indignation, whereby their Children may know, 
that there dwelt their Fathers. Then wee acknowled- 
ged , then we faid, 8 The Name of the Lordis a ftrong tow- 
er: the righteous runneth into it, and is fafe. 

For this caufe, S. Peter calleth Perfecutions » Gods 
indgements: Chrift calleth them i his chaftifements: and 
S. Panlgiveth theoneand theother nameto all kind of 
afflictions, faying.that* Jf wee would indge our felves, wee 

Should not bee iudged: But when we are indged, wee are chafte- 
ned of the Lord, that we fhould not be condemned with the 
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world.l {ay then, that the firlt caufe of the righteous mans 


Evils, is his owne finnes ; and their firlt end; is his cor-} 
rection and amendment, 

IX. Nowheisnotonely guiltie of finnes paft, for 
which he is chattifed, but alfo hee is prone to fall in fin 
againe, as bearing in his breaft the feede of all iniquitie : 
Alas, Alas! ! bow abominable and filthie is man, which drin- 
keth iniquitie like water ! Therefore Godylike an expert 
Phyfician ,minglethunto him acup of afflictions, not 
onely to cure him offormer difeafes, butalfo to preferve 
him from difeafes to come.For tribulations are not one- 
ly medicines , but alfo antidotes & prefervatives againft 
the poifon of finne. They are bitter potions in tafte, 
butthey either reftore or preferve health. ™ Edbs faith 
inthe booke of Zob, that God fpeaketh once, yea twice : yet 
man perceiveth it not. He inftructeth men by his word, 
he fendeth to them his fervants once,twice, thrice,to ad- 
vife them oftheir duetic, and they yeeld not attention 
unto his admonitions: Then hee openeth the eares of men, 
and fealeth his chaftifement upon them: that be may withdraw 
man fron bis purpofe, and drive away pride from man. So be 
keepeth backe bis foule from the pit, and his life from perifhing 
by the fword ; feafoning him with the falc of afflictions , 
that he ret not. pens . 

Iwill nctenroli" Pharao king of Egypt, nor © Abi- 
melech, king of Gerar,among righteous men: yet when 
they would have finned again{t God, by abuling Sara, 
Abrahams wife, God ‘plagued them with fo great. 
plagues, thatrhey were affraide to touch her. Surely | 
David was a righteous man , and ye may perceive how- 
in Abfolems rebellion againfthim, God gave him with 
one {fone two. blowes: he chaftifed him for the mure 
ther and adultery which hee had committed 5. and 
re(trained him from finne for the time to come. The 
one and the other for his good, ashe confefled; fay- 
ing, Plt ¢ good for me that I have besne affutted,. that I 


weight 


~ mnm ee, cot 


| Of th: caufes of the Righteous mans Evils, 85 


S 


“might learne thy fratutes. Who was more righteous then 
Paul? yet confefling his owne infirmitie, and acknow- 
_ ledging how he was by nature inclined to pride, hee 
faith, thata there was given to him athorne in the fl{h, the | q Cort. 
. meffenger of Satan to buffet him, left be fhould be exalted a-| 7 
| bove meafure. This Angellof Satan was not the divell 
himfelfe, but,as' Chryfo/fome efteemeth, wicked men in- | £ Poff bi, 
fpired of the divell, {uch as was Alexander the Copper- x Howl. s, 
‘eve 4 a | .| 44 popul, 
fmith, which did him much evil} :efuch as’ were alfothe | Ups iochen 
Iewes, the Gentilesthe Tyrants, and all Infidellswhich\ = 
perfecuted him beyond all meafure, This then is as 
if he had faid, The Lord might flay all perfecutfons,and 
hand-fetter all thofe which vexeme; but becaufe I was 
caught up into Paradife, and heard there unfpeakeable 
words, and might have waxed proude thorow theex- 
cellency of revelations, he hath-permitted thefe An- 
gels of Satan to buffet me by divers perfecutions: and 
| tribulations, l ai Tgk 
' Becaufe then that Peter and Pant, and their mates, 
' howfoever they be wonderfull among men in holines, 
in righteoufnetfe, andin moft rare gifts, ftillare men, 
and eafieto be overtaken with finne ;- they have neede 
tobe held in with the curbe of a fharpe and rigo- 
i rous difcipline, leftthey fufferthemfélves to be carri- 
; edaway by the boilterous wind of theirowne vanitie 
þh pride : for as ferpents are bred-in man, of that- 
which is moftinwardto him, even of the marrow of} 
his bones ; fo arrogancie, arid loftinetle of mind, is in- 
gendréd in holy men of'thé knowledge which they 
have of their owne excellency and righteoufneife:then 
they begin to looketoo much at themfelves, and too 
little tothemfelves: thenthey begin to rely upon their 
owne excellencie, and to forget their maker, as Adan 
| and Evie did, andas it befell the good king Hezekiah; 
_ when he fhewed his treafures tothe King of Babylons 
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andcherefore God,with bit and bridle, draweth his 

chofen ones backe fromit, and manageth themwith 
rods and {purres? not for any finne which they have 
done, but forthat which they would doe, ifthey left 
| che narrow and (trate way of humilitie and modefty. 
ta Cor.r. | Heare againe what the Apoftle faith of himfelfe:* wee 
8,9. wera,faith he, prefed out of meafure, above our ftrength: in- 
| fomuch that we defpaired even of life : yea, wee had the fen- 
i tence of death in our felves.. Why did God fuffer a man 
fo holy, a fervant fo profitable, an Apoftle fo excellent; 
to be fo hardly intreated ? God permitted ie, faith he, 
that wefhonld not truftin ony felves, but is God which raifeth 

the dead. 

IfGod did curbe after this manner his holy Apoftle, 
what wonder if he tye others which arenotfo holy, to 
anyronchaine, andtame them with many eppre‘fi- 
ons? For as {tanding water breedeth frogges,toads,and 
inking mudsas the ground which is not tilled, yeel- 
deth nothing but brambles, thornes, and thiftles ; and 

} as the Vine which is not cut, waxeth naught , and, in 

Read of good and {weet Raiins, bringeth forth wilde 

Grapes: even fo righteous men, whenthey arenot 

like racked wine,drawne with croffes out of thelees of 

their naturall corruption, they degenerate from their 

| former righteoufnelfe, and become filthy, ftinking, 
loathfome to God, and to man. But when, by mani- 
v 1,.Cor.4, | fold afflictions, Y our ostward man is {ubdued and 
16. | brought under; the inward man ts renned day by day,* that 
x t Pet.4. weno longer live the ref? of our time in the flefh to the lufts of 
Heb „a, | Pen, but tothe will of God, and {o Y be made partakers of his 


te bolineffe. Therefore let us reforme our judgements , re- 
2 Lam.;. | fraine our tongues, and conclude with Jeremiah: It is 
ag goed for a msn, that hz beare the yoake in his youth. 


X. Sometimes God thakes his whips , and fcourges 
about the eares of the aha man, not onely to 
correct him of finnes palt , to weane him from linnes 
| to 
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tocome, butalfoto tryhim, and to know what is in | 


his heart, b Thou fhalt remember, faith Mofes to the peo-| b Deut.8.2 


pleof Ifrael, all the way which the Lord thy God led thee 


thefe fortie yearesin the wilderneffe to humble thee, and to. 


roove thee, and to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou worldlt keepe his commandements,or no. Seein one af- 
fiGiion, three ends whereunto God aimed: The firf? 
was, ‘to correct them of their murmuring againft him: 
The feoond,to humble them, and keepe them in obedi- 
ence for the time to come : The third,to prove them, & 
to know what wasin their hearts, Not that he is igno- 
rant of the moft fecret thoughts of mens hearts, 4 for 
the righteous God tryetb the hearts and reines , but becaufe 
he is faid to know, when hee maketh that which is in 
them, knowne both tothemfelves, and tovothers: As 
when he faid to Abrabam,¢ Now I know that thou feareft 
God, feing thou haft not with-held thy forne thine onely fonne 
from me: his meaning was, Now I have made thy faith 
in me,thy feare cfme,thy !ovetowards me,{o manifelt, 
thatall the world hereafter fhallacknowledge it, {peake 
of it and wonderatit. 

XI. Now itiscertaine, that often God cafteth his 
children into a fea of afflictions , not to clenfe them of 
any finne wherewith they were foyled, not to keepe 
them cleane from any finne wherewith they might bee 
defiled; but onely to make tryall of them by divers 
temptations. which he doth for tworefpects: 

Fir{t, as a Chirurgion oy plaifters draweth out into 
the skinnethe inward impoftume which is hid in the 
flefh,that by fuppuration it may be healed : fo God by 
temptations bringeth mentothe acknowledgement of 
their hid linnesand naturall weaknetle ; that finding 
how prone they are to evill,and how weake to refiltit, 
they trull not any more in themf-lves, butin God, 
E whofe ftreagth is made perfett in weakneffe. So it is writ- 
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4 Princes of Babylon were fent unto him, to enquire of 
i the wonder that was doneintheland,3 God left him, to 
= try him, that he might know allthat was in bis heart. Then 
he was puffed up with vaine glory: whereof being ad- 
wifed by the Prophet, and threatned with a moft heavy 
punifhment,he humbled himfelfe, and anfwered,4 Good 
h 1f9.38.8 |s thesword of the Lord, which he hath (poken. So Peter per- 
ceiving how foone, and upon howlight acaufe he had 
denyed his good mafter, whom he loved moft tender- 
: {ly,andthat after fuch bragging, thar i thouch all men 
ould be offended becaufe of hint, yet would he never be offen- 
ded, yea,though he foould dye with hum, yet would he not deny 
him ; wasconfounded within himlelfe, and altonithed 
at his childifh weaknetle, went out, and wept bitterly. 
What the worhy Martyrs of Chrill, Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Aane de Bourg, Coun- 
fellour of the Parliament at Pars, thought of them- 
felves, when for feare of death they recanted;how they 
were abafhed andalhamed oftheir lightnedfe,the {lories 
of their Martyrdomes beare witnefle. Twice and thrice 
happy had beenethe young man ia the Gofpell, to 
whom the Lord faid, k Ifthon wilt beperfelt, goe and fell 
that thou baft, and give to the poore, and thou fhalt have | 
treafure in heaven, and come and follow me ; if he hadcome 
by this commandement tothe knowledge of the cove- 
toufnefle , which ly lurking in his narrow heart: for 
then hehadnot gone away forrowfull, but had ac-| 
| knowledged his hidden corruption , and cryed tothe’ 
Lord, Helpemy weaknetle. For that commandement | 
was nota precept requiring attuall obedience ; but 
a precept of Tryall , todifclofahis infatiate avarice, 
-andmake it knowne to himfelfeand others. 
| Secondly, as the Arabian incenfe,and moft excellent 
{pices perfume not the air with their {weet {melling fa- 
vour, tillthey berubbed,brayed, or caft into the fire: 
and asthe moft precious jewells have a morefhining | 
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glotiz, and gracefull bright colour, in the darknefle of 
the night, than in the mofi radiant funne-fhine of a 
faire {ummer-day ; fothe jewells of Gods graces,where- | ` 
with che righteous man is adorned,have not fuch agli- 
| {tering and grace in the radiant and beame-fhining day 
| of his profperitie,as in the gloomie and clowdy night 
of hisadverlitie. Therefore Saint Lames faith, | AL bre- T 
brethren, count it all ioy when ye fall into divers tentations: — 
whereof he rendereth this realon ; keowing,that the tiy-| 7" 
ing of your fatth, worketh patience - for ifthere were no 
adverlitic, where fhould patience be? and ifthe righ- 
teous man were not broken and brayed with croiies, 
and tribulations, how should the good {meil of his pa- | 
tience, of his faith, of his humilitie, bemuske the |! 
Church of God ? Gold is gold wherefoever it be, and | 
keepeth itsowne beautie and gracefulneife: but put it 
in the Creufer, caft itin the fire, and it fhall caft 2 more | 
gliftering brightnetfe than it did before. The righteous: | 
man is Gods gold, andaprecious jewel] in his Trea- | 
fure : In alk {tates, his innoceny;integritie, meekenelfe, | 
is knowneto fome men 3but {pecially his faith ismade | 
manifeft when heisin the fierie furnace of tribulation: 
then his droifeand tinne is evaporated , and vanifheth 
away like{moakes then the goodly metall of Gods gra- | 
ces holds firme: then they give morelight, and fhew | 
more grace;than all the gold of Ophir. As it is written 
inthe eleventh chapter ;of the Prophecy of Daniel, v, 
35+ That fome of them of underftanding, fhall fall , to. try 
them, and to purge and make them white,even. to the time of 
the end :and asit1s faid in the third chapter of Malachy, 
v. 2,3. That the Lord és like a Refiners fire,and like Fullers 
foape: and hefhall fit as a Refiner and purifier of fluer , and 
he {hall purifie the founes of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
filer, that they may offer unto the Lord.an offering i righte- 
oufnefe. Therefore Saint Peter calleth our-crofles™ try- 
alls of ovr faith, much more precious than of gold that fia P. Fe 
N eth, 
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foeth, though it bee tryed with fire : And Saint Paul 
n Rom.ş 3 | calleth them * Tribalations or Preffings, becaufe that 
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whatfoever perfecuters intend, they are the Lords 
wine-preffe, whereby the heavenly liquor of fpirituall 
graces lurking in righteous men, which are the {weete 
grapes of Chrilts Vineyard, planted with his owne 
hand, are exprelled and impartedto others, who findit 
to beofa {weet and moft excellent rellifh. - 
XII. Letus bring two or three examples to illu- 
ftratethe truth of this do@rine: Can we feeke,or ifwe 
feeke, fhal] we finde any more fit and convenient to our 
purpofe,than the example of Job? he fhineth like gold, 
even in the éyes of God,in his greateft profperitie: and 
God himfelfe is his witneffe before the Angels of: hea- 
ven, and Satan who had thruft himfelfe among them, 
that then, even then, ° there was none like him in the earths 
a perfet andan upright man, one that feared God, and ef- 
chewedevill. Thetruth f{pake, but Satan beleeved him 
not : what God witnelled of Job; that hee was: be- 
foremen,and Satan could not deny buthe feemedfo: 
what then could he fay againft him? Nothing which 
was true: yet which heknew to be, and fhall ever bee 
too true of many men in the world ; and which he fof- 
pected, might betrue in him alfo: p Doth Lob, faith 
he, feare God for nought? haft thou not made a hedge about 
him, and about his boufe, and about all that he bath on cve- 
ry fide? thoubaft bleffed the worke of his hands, and his cat- 
tell is increafed in the land : but put forth thine hand now, and 
touch all that be hath, and he will curfethecto thy face. The 
fumme of the accufation is this: Job is an Hypocrite, he 
ferveth thee, becaufe thou bletlett him: take thy blef | 
fings from him,dnd he will curfe thee. 

-Therfore God,to fhewthat his Saints are not flaves, 
orhirelings, ferving him for the reward, but loving 
and refpectuouschiidren, -walking beforehim with an 
upright heart for confcience fake ; giveth ali ae 
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had,into Satans hands, When Champions and Mafter- 


wre(tlers walke abroad, arrayed in {oft and precious 
cloathing ; it is hardto judgeof the health, integritie, 
and difpofitions of their bodies, and of the ability and 
(trength of theirlimbes : but when they come naked 
from the girdle upward to the lifts or wreftling place, 
all the beholders fee the proportion of their members ; 
and as they perceive them to bee bigge-membred, and 
their limbs well fet , judge of their vigour and might: 
So when Zob was cloathed with Gods goods, as with a 

arment, his patience, his faith, his conftancy was 
~~ of few: but when the divell (tripe him of all, 
when he came naked to the theatreto wreftle with the 
|foyler and overthrower of mankind ; when then hee 
cryed aloud,1 Naked came I out of my mothers wombe, 
and naked fhall I returne thither: the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleffed bethe name of the Lord; when 
(peaking fo , be finned not, and attributed nothing unde- 
cent to God ; his prowelleand valour was made manifelt 
to Angels and men, who rejoyced for his victoric:and 
God himfelfe,as it were clapping his hands,and applau- 
ding him, upbraided hisenemy, faying with a nip- 
ping {coffe,* Haft then confidered my fervant Iob, how ftill 
he holdeth faft his integritie? Thecraftie and cunning fox 
is not difcountenanced for this firft foyle, and bitter 
jeaft, but replying, £Skinne for skinne , yea.all that a man 
hath, will he give for bis life : but put foorth thine band now, 
and touch hss bone and his fib, and hee willcurfethee to thy 
face; he checked God , as beeing the caufe of his over- 
throw, and of Jobs victory: as if he had faid, What won- 
der if Job have not curfed thee ? forthou halt {pared 
him: but now touch him in his health, whichis molt 
fenfible unto him : Jet me racke his finewes, bruife his 
bones, teare his flefh in pieces, and | undertake he fhall 
curfethee by and by. Seeagainethefe two champions 
in the place of battell,in the prefence of God, of his 
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holy Angels,and of men: Satan{mote him with fore 
biles, from the fole of his footunto his crowne ; hee 


| {tirred up his wife, his {peciall friends, his fervants, lit- 
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tle children, all that kiew him-againft him, to tempt 
him, to mockehim, to. reuilehim. When they flet, 
and he hoped that the night fhould eafe his complaint, 
his adverfary fcared him with dreames, and terrified 
him- through vifions : yee fee with what fleight and 


| might his enemy ftruggleth with him, how hee endea- 
| voureth to fupplant him, to wring outof him fome 


uncomely word againft God, But hee remaining im- 
mooveablein hisintegritie, * What, faith he? Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and [hall we not receive evill? 
v onis flay me yet will T truft in bine: I will maintaine mine 
owne wayes before him: he alfofhall bee my falvation. In all 
this did he not finne with his lippes , and {pake nothing un- 
befeeming a Saint, & unworthie ofthe Lord his God. 
Then was fulfilled that which he faid, * When bee hath 
tryed me, I fhaltcome forth as gold; Then Satan overcome; 
fheweth a faire paire of heeles, and, putting his finger 
on hismouth, appeared no more before God. to craake, 
Satan, why haft thou remooved thy foote ? why hah 
thou made headto thy adverfary with thy heeles ? haft 
thou not done avain(t himall that thou couldft? theu 
haft blafted with lightening andthunder, or carryed a- 
way, by the violent hands of robbers, all his goods: 
thouha(t made him defolate,; and without children : 
there'isno part of his body which thou halt {pared;and 
it feemes that thou doeftnot let him live, but to be- 
waile his owne difater : wherefore then doeft thou not 
| follow thy thruft, and profecute thy delignes? Alas ! 
faith hee, I have done all that I could: I have 
done nothing of that which I intended, for hee 
hath not curfed God: for this I plotted all thefe mif 
chiefes again{t him, And I am fo farre from gaining a- 


ny thing thereby, that much otherwife, cafting him = 
the 
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the burning furnace of moft{enfible and {marting tri- 
bulations, I have made him more beautifull and glori- 
ous. I deemed that he fhould curfe God, and Ice he blef- 
fecthhim, I thought to bring him in contempt upoh 
the afhes : and loe, loe, hee is more righteous, more 
conftant, more worfhipfull upon the dunghill, than he | 
was in his goodly and gorgeous houfe, in the honora- 
ble company of his wife, children , friends, and fer- | 
vants, The orientall pearles are not fo faire as his 
pockes: the fineliing of rofesis not fo {weete as the 

(tinke of his breath ; his fores are cleerer and brighter 

than the beames of the Sun, I have (alas !) procured 

unto him an eternall renowne upon the face of the 

whole earth: I am caufe,that he fhall bee from hence- 

forthtoall men a patterne and example of faith, of pa- 

tience, of conftancie in their moft heavie calamities, I 

have digged a pit for him, and I am fallen into the ditch 

which I have made : heisexalted, and Iam confoun- 

ded. uy d 

XITI. Thisexample is fufficient. Adde untoit that 

which is written of the Bride in the fong of Salomon, 

She is fo infamed with thelove of her Spoufe, that | 
rheronely delire isto bee led into his chamber, that | y Cantr. 2 | 
thereheemay kilTe her with the kiffes of his mouth,’ | 
that there he may be glad,and rejoyce in his love. Burt: | 
when heis abfent from her, as hefeemes to beein her | 
affliction; when? fhe rifes » and goes about the citie in | a Cant.z.2z, | 
the {treetes, andin the broad wayes,to feekehim whom | 
her foule loveth ;> hen the watch-men that goe a- |b Cant.s.7, 
bout tħecitie , finde her, and fmite her, and wound 

her; when the keepers of the walles takeaway her veile 

from her,and yet fhe leaveth not offto cry to them, Saw i 
ye bimwhom my foule loveth? the flames of her love make 
a fairer blaze,and'calt a greater heat. Then.then,all hey 
which behold her, fee evidently , thate /éve ¢s ffrong as c Cant, 
death, that iealonfie 1s bard as the grave: the coals thereof 6,7. 
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are coales of fire, and a moft vehement flame. Many waters | 
cannot quench that love, neither can the floods drowne it: If a: 
man give all the (ubjtance of his houfe for love , it world st- | 
| terly be contemned. | 
XTV. How fhould the love, the patience,the zeale, | 
the conftancy of Pau! have bin known, ifGod had not 
crufhed and ground him with continuall tentations 
and affli€tions? wherefoever he went, he was adver- 
d A@.20, | tifed by the holy Ghoft, that bonds and afflitions waited 
23,24.  |for him. O how unpleafant & fearfulla meflage would 
that be to many at this day! and hee what? But, faith 
| he, zoze of thefe things moove me, neither count I my life 
deare unto my felfe, fo that I might finifl my courJe with ioy, 
and the miniftery which Ihave received of the Lord lefis, to 
e A&.ar. | tefféfie the Gofpellof the grace of God, © The Difciples, be- 
11,22,83. |fought him with teares; not to goe up to Ierufalem, 
where Agabus had prophecyed that hee fhould bee 
bound: But herebuking them, anfwered, What meane 
ye toweepe,andbreake mine heart ? for I amready, not to bee 
bound onely, but alfo to dye at Ierufalem for the name of the 
Lord lef. 
XV. When the Palatinate was in peace, when the 
Churches of France lived in their townes of f{uretie 
without feare, what wonder if they profeiledthe Gof- 
pell publikely 2 But now when their forts are levelled 
| and cat downe to the ground , when their townés are 
difmantled,when they are curbed with {trong Citadels, 
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when they are difarmed among armed enemies , when 
they fee nothing in their {treets but the plagues of E- 
gypt, but {warmes of Priefts, which are a moft noy- 
{ome mixture of filthy and ftinking flyes, but great 
Rore of Zefuites, which likeloathfome frogs'come un- 
fent for, leaping and croaking into their houfes, and 
bed-chambers, but aninfinite multitude of Monkes, 
which as fo many locufts cate up alltheir fub{tance,but 
— of fouldiers, which areto them the louzie dif- 
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eafe, wherewith their bodies are’ peftered, their fleth is 
| confumed:, all the blood of their veines is fuckt up: 
ı when they lookefor nothing but prefent death,whenz 
| toy fhalleake their enemies in the head , to compell 
_ them once againetofolemnize with teares, and fhed- 
ding of their innocent blood 5 S. Bartholomewes feall ; 
Then to perfevere in the faith, then to maintaine fted- 
faltly and ftoutly the Gofpell, then to abhorre more and 
more Papiftry, andtheman of finne, to contemne the 
| contempt of infolent Papifts, to fhut up their eares a- | 
gain{t the charming voice of the craftie Iefuite, to hold | 
their mouthes open to confeffe tefus Chrift, and to 
| bleie God, is a manifelt demonftration of true faith, 
and of that conftancy whichis worthy of a Chriltian. 
Wherforeas Mofes faid to the people of I{rael,that God 
would fuffer £ falfè Prophets, and dreamers of dreames to 
_arife amongthem, to proove them and to know whether they 
loved the Lord their Ged with all their heart and with all their 
| foale:And asthe A poftle faid tothe Corinthians ,8 There 
| muft be herefics among ft IZA that they which are approoved; 
may be made manifeft among you: Sol fay, that the righ- 
teous man muft have many evills,thatit may be known 
that hee ferveth God, neither for the prefent goods 
| which he hath received of his bountifull hand, neither 
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| for hope of any worldly benefiteto come, but for his |- 


| owne fake: as a lover feeketh no recompence of his 
| Jove, but that which he findeth inthe dignitie and ex- 
cellencie of the thing beloved. | i 
XVI, Moreover,thefe many evils areas fo many exer- 
cifes and praMices of the manifold graces wherewith 
God hath copioufy furnifhed and graced the righteous 
man. God hath faid to him, P Z will never leave thee, nor 
forfake thee. If he beleeve that;when his Garnersare full 
of Corne, wien his Canes burt with Wine, when he 
fitteth in peace'among his owne: people, itis no won-. 


| deribut kere here is a good exercife ofhis faith,to belecve 
fo 
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| fo when he feeth nothing on the left, nothing on the 

right hand, nothing before, nothing behind, but needi- 

, nelle y but want, but beggeries when he is chreatned 

with prefent death, to believe certainly to fay refolutely; 

i Dan.3.a7 as the three Salamanders did to Nebucadzezxar, i Oar 

, God whom we ferve,ts able to deliver us from the burning fierie 

fornace, and he will deliver as ont of thy hand, O King. When 

' the, deepe gulfe of the red fea is before our faces; when 

Pharao, and his meftdreadfuland cruel] armie,followeth 

us hotly at the keeles; when high and {teep mountaines 

runnealong by our fides, and bereave us ofall hope of 

k Exod. 14 | Hight,thento fay,* Feareye not, ftand ftill,and feethe fal- 

13. vation of the Lord, which he willfbew you to. day : \napre- 

fent evill to lookefor prefentdeliverie ; in the middeft 

| of the valley of the fhadow of death, to fee, to imbrace 

i1 Heb.t1 | lifes! torefufe greatriches and honours, for the deny- 

242526; | ing of Chrift: to chufe povertie by confefling him :to 

preferre fuffering of affliction withthe people of God , 

to the enjoying of the pleafures of finne fora feafon: 

i = pto efteeme the reproach of Chrift greater riches than 

| the treafures of Egypt,as AZo/es did, and as many Chri- 

' Rians have done,and doe fill, isa moft wonderfull and 

| fpeciall exercife of true faith. 

| 2. Meek- What Vertues are more commanded unto us by pre- 

| nes charity | ceptsand recommended unto us by moft excellent ex- 

| amples ofthe Patriarkes, ofthe Prophets, of David, of 
l 
| 


Iefas Chrift,ofhis holy Apoftles, than humilitie, meeke- 
nelfe, charitie? where find ye better occafion to pra- 
m 1.Cor.4 | ifethena, than in your greateft adverfitie? m Ye are re- 
13512, viled,and ye blefe : ye are defamed, and ye intreat, as Parl 
did : yeareftonedto death, as Steven was,and ye kneele 

n Aas 7.6 | down, and cry with a loud voice, ® Lord lay not this frane 
to their charge. Thisis true meckenetfe: this is true cha- 


an ritie. l | 
| tings | Wearetolfed to and fro with moft grievous andte- 
‘36, | dious tribulations; then, as the Apoftle faith, ° wee have 
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-{ But rather, knowing that his fufferings are Gods owne/} 
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neede of patience, that after wehave done the will of God, wee 
may recerve the promife : then it is timeto be that which 
we profeile, We fay that Patience is the faire(t lower of 
ofthe Chriftian mans garden, Other flowers delight in 
faire weather, and grow not butin ground well weeded 
and gnibbed up: This groweth among the briars & thi- 
{tles of {tinging tribulations , and {preadeth molt faire, 
when the weather is moftfoule. Froft and Snow, Haile 
and Lightning, Scormesand Tempefts make it to blof- 
fome witha moht pleafant fhew,and to breathe a molt 
{weet fent. Then the righteous man, not looking tothe 
(tone that hurteth him, but lifting up his eyes to the al. 
mightie hand of the heavenly Father which threw it, 
faith,as David {aid of Shimei who curfed him, P So let him p 2.Sam. 
curfe : for the Lord hath faid unto him, Curfe Dawid. Who| 16.10. 
Shall thes fay, Wherefore haf? thou done fo? Men have their 
mifcheivous ends when they afflict the righteous man, 
and it may be that they molefthim wrongfully. Tribu- 
lations alfo may come upon him by his owne faults, 
and many other wayes ; yet God hathan hand@Pall, & 
his molt wife providence guideth them, Shall he then 
repine ? fhall he kicke again{t the prickes? God forbid: 


worke,and that 4 allhis wayes are indgement, he taketh Da-| q Deu.32. 
vid for his Prefident,and faith with him , J wast dumbe ,! 4. 
Topened not my month , becaufe thou didfè it. Here, here |€ P%39-9 
then is the wonderfull patience of the Saints, who 
bridle their mouthes from grudging againft God, and 
open them not in their temptations, but to poure out 
their humble requefts and prayers before him: 

Prayers, which faint and as it were droope in the 4. Priyers. 
faire furmmer-dayes of our peace and wealth, butrecover 
their vigor, yea, redouble their force in the fleeting and 
freezing winter of our calamitie, God faith tothe righte- 
ous man,!Call spon me in the day of trouble.fo hedoth.lonas £ Pel 50. 
‘{norted in the thip,but hee was awake , & praiedin the 5 
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| Whales belly. Fhe Difciples,fo long as the fea was calme 
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x Matt,1q | ftrous, and began to Gnk,he cried, * Lord fave me. Prayer 
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| life tohe , and holds our hope perpetually bufied in; 


a 


and quiet, prayed not ; but when the tempeftarofe, and. 
the winds {pake lowd, and the {urges threatned the thip 
with finking, then they prayed, then they cried,v Lord 
fave us, wee perifo. So Peter walked a little while upon the 
fea without praying: but when hee fawthe wind boi- 


isthe meane whereby God beftoweth his bleffings upon 
us. Tristhe bucket which we dive and thruft farre into 
the undraynable fountaine of his graces, that we may re- 
ceiveof his fulnefie,and grace for grace. Then tribulati- 
ons are behoovefullunto us,that by them knowing our 
need, we may be moved to pray. | 

Are wee not faved y by hope ? what hope, what defire 
can wee have of heavenly things, when allthingslaugh. 
upon usin the world ? the prefent enjoying of the one, 
expells out of our hearts the delire and hope of the o-: 
ther, Therefore by the counterpoize of the evils of this: 
life,God ftirreth up in usa moft vehement defire of the: 


praying and crying, Even fo ; Come Lord lefus. 
AVIT.Alichefe graces without perfeverance are no- 
thing: fora bethat fhall endure untothe end, Jhall bee faved: À 
And there is no perfeverance withaut'conftancie. Fhe} - 
naine obje@ of Conltancie,is tribulation: neither isit 
feene butin things very dificult to undertake, orto.o- 
vercome, > Confiderthe courage of feven brethren fuf. 
fering ali kinds-of mof cruell torments, becaufe they 
would not; at che Kings commandement, tranfgrefle! 
Gods commandement ,andeate {wines feh. Wonder 
at theconflancie oftheir marveilous mether,.who, with, 
a manly heart ina womans brealt, exhorted them to |” 
taketheir death cheerfully for Gods caufe; and after 
their execution, went joyfully to the burning caldron , 
and fealed alfo the trath with herblood. How many 
faire promifes were made‘unto them ! Bute they refed 
tol, 
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tobe-delevered, that they might obtaine a better. refurrettion. 
In the Ecclefia‘ticail Rories of Chriltians,fuch exams |’ 
ples areinfinite. At ¢ Vienne inFrance,a Deacon of the 
Churchscalled S2néixs, being tornein pieces with hot 
pincersybeing at divers times fo cruelly racked, that hee 
wasnothing but wounds , but bruifes, but pucrefying 
fores, but a peece of fwollen flefh,without almolt any fi- 
gure or fhape of aman ;could never be compelled to tell 
hig name, his familie, his dwelling place. His onely an- 
‘{werto all their rackings,fcorchicgs, burnings, was, Lam 
a Chriftian, Neither could the Executioners ; by the 
Tympan,by the hotand burning pans, by the teeth of 
wild bealts,wring out of B/audinaa maide, and fervant 
to a Dame of that fametown, any word but this, / ama 
Chriftian,and we do no evill When Decius perfecuted the 
Church, Babylas Bifhop of Antioch, ledto the place of 
execution with his three fonnes, defired that they fhould 
be fir{t put to death, totheend that he mightexhortand 
confirme them: which when hee haddone, his wife 
comforted him ;and after fe had feen her husband and 
three children fuffer death for Chrifts fake, buried them 
together. Much otherwife,the Father and the Sonne 
with whom! wes familiar sThe Father befeeched that 
he fhould die firit, that his Sonne,who was a godly and 
learned Preacher, might comfort him. Then it was a} ’ 
wonderfull {pectacle to Papilts,to fee the Sonne at the 
feote of the gallowes;preaching to his Father the merits 
ofthe death of Chrift, the vertue of his refurreCtion, the 
vanitie of the world,the un{peakable joy es of Paradife ; 
to heare him crying alowd , Father , ye cannot fo foone 
knocke at the gate ofheaven,but Chrift will open : ye cannot fo 
Joone enter, in I fhat follow ;to heer and behold the old 
and venerable Father an{wering witha cheerefull coun- 
tenance, Sonne, I fee the heavens open, and Tefus Chrift at 
theright band of God «Then-they were amazed to marke 
| araine the young Minifter forpetting himfelfe,and with 
i O2 a con- 
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a conftant face preaching to other, two which were 


alfo in the executioners hands, the forgivenelle of fins, 
the refurrection of the flefh, and life everlafting: To 
confider how conftantly the foure died, with what fer- 


| vencie of celeftial prayers they commended their fpi- 


rits into Gods hands ; Then thechiefe of the Capuchin 
Monkes {aid to his companions, Si celum Huguenotis 
datar, t/tis debetur : If heaven bee xivento Huguenots , it is 
due tothefe men : Then fome Gentlemen cryed, O happie 
religion, which breeds in men a contempt of death, 
which wedread moft,anda moft fure hope of falvation t 
who would aot, who fhould not fight manfully for 
the defence, and fuffer conftantly for the confeffion of | 
fuch areligion? This day onely have we begunto know 
Chrift: Condemned men have been our Preachers : We 
fhall never hate Huguenotes any more, 

XVIII. Learne ofall this difcourfe,what difference 
there is betwixt the upright man and the hypocrite Joba 
the Baptif? calleth affti@ions £ Gods fanne, wherewith 
when he hath throughly purged his floore, the chafe 
Ayeth away intotheayre, and finally is burnt up with | 


| unquenchable fire: but the wheate is gathered into the 


garner. Hypocrites are chaffe , lying in time of peace 
intermixt with the faithfull, which are Gods wheat: | 
buts che wind of perfecu‘ion driveth them away, ney- | 
ther can they ftand in the congregation of the righte- | 
ous: for then there is nothing to be feene but Apctta-' 
fies, defetions, abjuring of thetruth, renouncing of 
the Gofpell, forfaking of all Communion with the 
Church. fefus Chriftcompareth tribulation and perfe- 
cution } to rhe burning Sunne, {corching the feede which | 
hathnodeepnetle ot earth, fothat it withereth away ; 
but warming the feede which falls into good ground, | 
and making itto bring foorth fruite; {ome ân. hundred | 
fold, fome lixtie fold, fome thirtie fold; The Hypacrite 
receiveth the word with joy, but becaufe hee hathnot 
1m! 
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in himfelfethe roote of an upright confcience; when 
-perfecution arifeth becaufe of word; heis offended,and 
ftarteth backe. The righteous man isthe good ground : 
the funne of perfecution may blacken him , but it can- 

'notburnehim. In the molt hot dayes of tribulation, 
he is molt plentious in good workes : therefore the 
whole Church cryeth in the Canticles,‘ O ye daughters 
of Terufalem, I am blacke , but comely : K Blacke in your 
judgement ; Comely in the judgement of Godand An. 
pels, Blacke without,! by your mifchiefe ; for the Sanne 
of perfecution hath looked upon me : my mothers children 

| were angry with me : thefe good Catholikes have perfecu- 
tedme: Comely withing™ through Gods benefit: for 
n the Kings daughter is all glorious within: As the tents of 
of Kedar, asthe curtaines of Salomon, which are all blacke 
and duttie without ; but within are decked with moft 
precious implements. 

To conclude, calt gold in water: it keepeth its owne 
yellow mining :caftit in the fire,and melt it, it becom- 
meth brighter.Catt earth in water, it is by and by chan- 

| ged into mud: cat hay in water, ic will fuddenly rot: caft 
| earthin the fire, itis inftanely turned into duft, and 
' madea fport to the wind : cafthay into the fire, with 
a blaze itis made {moake and afhes. So befalls it tothe 
righteous man & the hypocrite. The hy pocrit,when he 
thriveth moft,and full-gorgeth himfelf with pleafures, 
is like hay and alumpe of earth in the water, he is no- 
thing but rotrennet{e and p»trefaction : when Gods 


i handis upon him, he howles, he defpites God, hee. 


| curfeth him to hisface, and in the ttirring ofan eye is 
confuned ; he peritheth, hevanifheth like earth and 
ftraw in thefire, But the righteous man in his greateft 
profperitie fhineth in all godlinetle before men, as gold 
In water: and when hee iscaft in the fierie furnace of 
tribu'ation, he is hke goldia the fire : his -workes then 
yeeld a more radiant Juflrethan before. 
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XIX. TheLordin his mercy fanGifie us, and make 
us throughly righteous, that when the day of our try- 
all hall come, we may befound to befine metall; and 
abiding the hammer, thefci{lers, and the fire, may- 
through faith and patience inherite the promifes of 
grace, peace, and eternall life chrough the merits of our 
.| Lord Tefus Chrilt, who ° # the true God and eternall life: 
to whom is due, and to whom let usrender, now and 
for evermore,all praife, honourand glory. Amen. 


ouh SERMON T. 
Of the caufes of the righteous mans Evils. 
i PSALM XXXIV. XIX. 
ss 3) 3.) Many are the Evills of theRighteous, 
a p righteous man ther Saints; 
when hee fuffereth, 9. Yea, and lefus Chrift 
| for righteoufnelfe fake, is ho- | himfelfe, yet with foure dif- 
| nonred.. i ferences. l 
| 2e Te isa great glory to) 10. God afflitteth richte- 
\ fuffer for a good caufe ; ous men for other mens fakes 
| . 3. Namely for God, as. 1. That they may be conver- 
i many have done. | ted; , 
- 4. To fuffer for the Go-\ 11, 2. That they may bec 
fell ss 'moft glorious of all. | inftrutted,not to worfhip righ- 
5. Of thok which fuffer teous men; 
for the Gofpell, fome are Con-| 12. 3. That they may bee 


ene E EEA 


| feffors, fome Martyrs. [purredto imitate their Chri- 
O-What it is to be a Mar- ftian vertues ; 
tyr. | 43. 4. That they may 
7. Three conditions re- confider Gods wrath, againft 
quiredin a Martyr. | finne and feare. ; 


8. The great glory of | 44. Finally, God afflstteth 
Martyrdome in thatit makes the righteous man for hw 
the Martyrs refemble the owne glory svhereof there are 
< Prophets, Apoffles , and o~ many examples m the old 

‘| A O Tefta- 
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Tefen, | 17. Carriage of the Cbura | ni ie 
15. And principally inthe ches of France we their af- 


new Teftamert. filion. 

16. Thea/flittions of the: 18. Exhortationto beare 
righteous are no tokens of | Chriftscroffe conrageoufly. 
Gods wrath,but of his love, | 19. Prayer. 


. AOSBLGRO D often loades the righteous man 
ENE with croffes,to honour him: when he. 
Z SAA @ beareth his ownecroffe, a asthe male- 
yo] EE factors which were crucified with 
| l Chrif did,then he is chaftifed z; and as 
one of them faid, We receive the duereward of -osr deeds, 
fo may he: when hee is perfecuted for righteoufnefle | 
fake, as David was by Saul, and Job by the Di- 
vell ; or beares Chrifts crotle,as > Simon the Cyreniaz did, 
then his faith, hope, charitieis tryed ¿then his patience! 
and contlancie is-exercifed, then he is very much ho-| 
noured, ! 
TI. Ye know,that Cain flew his brother: © ad where-| c 1.Toh, | 
fore flew be him? becanfe his owne workes were evill, and bis | 31% : 
brothers righteous, à Lot was threatned by the vicious | q Gen.19.9 | 
Sodomites , becaufe that,being a forreiner and ftranper, 
he rebuked them, ¢ Jofepb was hated and fold of his |e Gen,37.2 | 
brethren, becaufe he advertifed his father of their mif- | | 
‘demeanour: fhe was alfocaltin prifon, becaufe hee 
would not finne with his mafters wife. David com- 
plained-of his enemies, faying » 8. They that render evill 
for good, are mine adverfaries, becaufe I follow the thing 
that goods, Jobn Baptiff was beheaded, becaufe hee faid 
to Herod,» It is not larfull for thee to have thy brothers wif, . 
Allthefe fuffered for righteoufnetle fake,’ and for the |?"° 
uprightnetle of agood con{cience before God; bur they } 
{uffered not for God: There be degrees in righteoùfnes 3 | i 
Thefirftis, when aman fuffereth for any good caufe: li 1 Pet,a.g. 
is notthat honourable and glorious before God and Pri" r 
men 
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a Lukos: | 
3 3340341. | 


b Mat.zy. 
32, 
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f Gen.39.9 


h Matas 4. | 
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104 SpRMonN V. | 
T (eee. 
i 1.Pet.2, | men?! For (as Peter, writing to feryants, faith ) this a | 
9320 thanke-worthy if a mas, for confcience toward God, endure 

grief fuffering wrongfully: for what glory ts it, of when ye be | 
afeted for your faules, ye halt take it patiently ? but if when 


Cai 


ye doe well, and futer for st, ye take it patiently , this is accep- | 

| table with God. | 
111. Thefecondis, when hee fuffereth immediately 
for God, for the publike profeflion of his holy Word. 
k Dan.3. | When ¥thethree children did chule rather to.bee burnt 
18, inthe furnace, than to worthip Nebuchadnezzars gol- 
den Image, they futfered for God: when ! Dania was 
1 Dan,6.16 | caftinto the Lyons denne, becaufe he would not obey 
the Kings idolatrous decree, he {uffered for God: when 

| 


g 2.Mac, |m Eleazaryone of the principall Scribes,chufed rather to 
De 


ree dye glorioufly,thanto live ftained with the eating of 


| Swines ficfh, hee fuffered for God : when the ® the 
feven brethren and their mother were fryed , {corched, 
difmembred, becaufe they would not tranfgretfe the 
Law, they fuffered for God: when the whole Church 
o Phil.gg. | at that time made her moane to God, and faid, ° For | 
| 22. thy ake are we killed all the day long , we are counted as fheepe | 
for the flaughter, fhe {uffered for God, Ifit be glorious to | 

{uffer for a good caufe, is it not more glorious to fuffer | 

for Gods caule ? i 

IV. Buttofuffer for the Gofpell, isthe moft glori- 

ous of all. P For therein is the righteoufneffe of God reveas 

p Rom.t. | ed from faith to faith, There is evidently before our | 


bie eyes fer forth our Lord Iefus Chrift, who becaufe hee 
Bi. 2 hath brought unto us oe righteoufneffe, and * is i 
ia. made unto us of God,wsfedome, and righteonfneffe, and fantti- 


r 1.Cor.s. | fication, and redemption , is with good and iuft caufe cal- 
led, the Lord our righteoufneffe: Therefore hee who fuf- 
fers for Chrift , is faid atter a moft {peciall manner to 
fuffer for righteoufnelle fake. Of fuch fpeaketh Chrift, 
t Mae cro, | Where he faith,* Bleffed are they which are perfecuted for 
|: A "et H mi @ fare: for theirs is the kingdome of an 

/ ar | 
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What that righteoufneile is ,he fhewethin thefe words 
following : Bleffed are yee when men flallrevile you,and per- 
fecate you, andfhall fay all nsanner of evillagainft you falfely 
for my fake. 

When Zoh» was relegated into the Ifle of Pathmos, for 
the word of God, and for the teftimony of Tefus Chrif, he fuffe- 
red for righteoufnelfe: when* the man chat was borne 
blind, and reftored to fightby Chri/?,was caft out ofthe 
Synagogue, and excommunicated for Chriffs fake, hee 
fuffered for righteoufnelfe : when ythe chiefe Priefts 
confulted, that they might put Lazarus to death, becasfe 
chat by reafon of him many of the lewes went away, and belee- 
ued on lefus, he fuffered for righteoufnetle : when 3 Pax! 
was caft into prifon for preaching of the Gofpel to the 
Gentiles, and endured many troubles for the Eletts fake, 
that they might obtaine the falvation which is ix Chrif Tefus, 
with eternal glory, he {uffered for righteoufnetle: t Thofe 
that were flaine for the word of God, and for the teftimony 
which they-held, whofe foules obn faw under the altar, fut- 
fered for righteoufnetle fake. m 

V.Offuch fome are Confefors, fome are Martyrs. The 
faithfull who were fhuc upin prifon for Chrif?s take, but 
were not yet tortured 3 as alfo thofe which leaving 
their families, goods, friends, and native foile,fled to 
forrain nations , left they fhould be conftrained to deny 
Chrif? ; were called ¢ Confeffors. All thofe which endured 
horrible & great torments for the Gofpels fake , though 
they were not put to death, were named Martyrs.Tertul- 
lan calleth them 4 Martyres defignatos,appointedto be Mar- 
tyrs.¢ The Martyrs of Vienne in France,after they had en- 
dured all kind of molt cruel & ignominious tormeéts for 
Chrifts fake,taking to théfelves the name ot Confeffors re- 
fuled ro be called Martyrs,faying,that the name of Mar- 
ityrs pertaines to thofe only web have fealed their confef.- 

[lion by their death:even as Chrif calleth* Antipas his faith- 
Jul martyr,becaufe he was flain ix Pergamu fcr theGofpel. 
| P 
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we SSE SSS SE, 
V I. Ina generall fignification , Martyr is a witnelfle. 

‘| The Gofpel whereunto teltimony is given,is called g the 
h Rey. yi Teftimony, andthe h Teflimony of Iefus. Therefore itis faid 
10. "| of Toha, i that he came for a witneffe, to bear witnelfe of the 
i Ioh.1.7,8 | Aight. And Chrif faith of himfelfe, ¥ came into the world, 
> | that I fhould beare witneffe unto the truth: yea, he calleth 

aS wees ,| himfelfe! the Amen,the faithfull and true witneffe : Title, 
m Exfeb, | Which them Martyrs of zezne efleemed to be proper un- 
hi@.gcclef. | to him, becaufe he not onely bare witnelle to the truth, 
‘tbs | but alfo fealed it with his moft precious blood. So all 
true Chriftians are Chrifts Martyrs,becaufe their whole 
life is nothing elfe but a martyrdome, that is to fay, a te- 
Marya” | ftimony which they render to the Gofpel, that itis of 
pi» God ;and to lefus Chrift,thathee is the Sonne of God: 
Teltimony, which they. bare with fuch fervencie and 
zeale, that they would chufe rather to be {corched, rac- 
ked, tornein peeces, and die the moftcruell death that 
mans wit caninvent, than to leave offto glorifie their 
Godand Saviour by publike confeflion, and holinetle 
of life. Such men are ALartyrs in affection before God, who 
judge Amen notaccording to the event ofthings,but 
according totheir will and intention. If any man live 
in the Church, meaning to deny Chrift rather than to 
fuffer lolle of goods, or any bodily paine for his{ake, he 
is an Apoftate in Gods eyes,though he never bee putto 
that triall,and die peaceably in his bed,confeffing Chrift 
with his mouth. So he that is refolvedto make letIe ac- 
count ofhislifethan ofthe Gofpel, is a true Martyr be- 
n1.Sam. |fore God," who looketh on the heart 3though God {pare 
15.7 | him, and preferve his life from the hands of the wicked. 
o Rom.16. | Jf Paul faid truely of Prifciilaand Aquila, chat © for his hfe 
ad they had laid downe their owne neckes, becaufe they feared 
not to undergoall dangers for his releafing : Mhal] God, 

p 1.Reg.8, |P who onely knoweth the hearts of allthe children of men, neg- 
39. lectthe zeale and affection which his faithfull fervants 
| have to his fervice ? 
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Notwithftanding the Church,which diveth not into 
mens hearts, giveth not this glorious name of Martyrs, 
but to thofe which are Martyrs im ation; which, fay, 
cannot by moft exquilite torments,and painfull deaths, 
be driven back from their profeflion,which they fealed 
moft conftantly with their innocent blood : which 
though Chriltdid,yet we give not the name of Martyr- 
dometo his death , becaufeit had a more {peciall end, 
and is the ranfom of mankind. The Church hath ever 
called Steven the firt Martyr ,as being the firit which 
fuffered death for Chrifts caufe.* /ames,the brother of 
Tohn, was the fecond, 

V IT. Inthem yee findethe three qualities which are 
neceffarily required in them whomCbri/# honoreth with 
this glorious title: 1. They were fullof faith,and of the 
holy Ghoft. I fay, that they were godly men: for a 
good confcience, a godly and an upright life, is fo 
needfullin this cafe, that the Apoftle faith, a Though hee 
givehis body to'be burned and have not charitie ir profiteth him 
nothing. This is called by fome the Martyrdome of life, 
andis more difficult than the Martyrdome of blood : for 
it is not fo ealie to a man to kill finne in himfelfe, to 
burne his covetoufnelfe , his pride, his ambition , his 
lufts and unlawfull defires in the fire ofthe Spirit, as to 
fuffer the executioner to calt his body in afire of wood, 
Which I pray you all to lay to your hearts, that in this 
time of outward peace with men, yee may bee Martyrs 
inward with God: Martyrs not t the flefh but in the Spirit; 
having your praife, not of men but of God. 

2. They fuffered for the beft caufe that ever any in- 
nocent man fuffered for, Suffered they not for the Sonne 
of God , who és fairer than all the children of men ? Suffe- 
red they not forthe Gofpel, which és ‘the power of God un- 
to falvation to every one that beleeveth sand therefore more 
excellent than the Law, for which the Iewes fuffered ? 
Let no man fay; that the theefe upon the croffe wasa 
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Martyr, becaufe he repented, and confetfed Chritt: for 
repentance changeth not the nature of crotles ; ney- 
thercan it befaidtruely , thatall thofe which repent at 
the noure of their death,are Martyrs, Thethiefe, con- 
felfed he not thatthe fiffered injly , andreceived the due 
reward of bis deeds ? And have wenot this commande- 
ment of the holy Gholt,v Let none of you fuffer as a mur- 
therer, or as a thiefe, or as an evill doer, or asa bufie-body in 
other mens matters : yet if any man fuffer as aChriftian, let 
him not be afhamed, but let bimglorifie God on this bebalfe ? 
x Itis the caufe which maketh the Martyr, not the pu- 
nihment. y Let not the Montanifts , the Pepafians , the 
Marcionites, the Denatifts, the Circumeellions, and other 
heretiques bragge of their Martyrs : there was never a- 
ny herefie fo blockith, fo ridiculous, fo impious, but 
there was found fome obftinate fellow, who offered to 
dye willingly forit. Men in our dayes have gone to 
the fre withamerry countenance for maintaining o 
Atheifme. For the divell hath alfo his Martyrs, whom 
an ancient Doctor calleth moft properly, * Martyrs of a 
dtabolicall courage : and therefore? all the praife of Mar- 
tyrdomis in the goodneffe of thecaufe,not in the grie- 
voufnes of the pain.Martyrs make not their caufe to be 
good, or their doctrine to be the Gofpel : it is the good 
caufe,it isthe Gofpel that makes Martyrs.Our fufferings 
maka not our caufeiuft: butaiu(tcaufe will make~our 
fufferings glorious. 

3. They had the choice of death andlfe: if they 
would haverecanted, and ioyned themfelvesto the 
lewesazainft Chrift , they had nor beene killed. Ifa 
Chriftian be put todeath for Chrilts fake, without of- 
fer of life upon condition of abjuring, the Church 
cailechhim not a Martyr ; for who knoweth what hee 
would have dane, if the option of life had beene piven 
untohim? > The innocent babes which Herod flew 
for-Chrifts fake, were not Martyrs, becaufe they had 
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| 


no fuch ele@ion, neither could they in that age have 
acceptedit, ifit had beene offered, Our fathers alfo 
which were malfacred tumultuoufly without any ac- 


| cufation,examination , exhortation, promife of life, 


for the fame caufe were not Martyrs : Thefe,thefe one- | 
ly which feeing onthe right hand the Prieft, the Akar, | 
the Incenfe to offer, the breaden God to worfhip ; and | 


on the left, the hang-man ftirringthe fire, untheathing 
and fhaking threatningly the fatall {word, erecting the 
 gibbet, or the fcaffold, trufling his arme to hit right a 
_ deadly blow, {pet at the Idols, flye from the Altars, run 
tothe fre, to the {word, to the gallows , to the water, 
cry as Afontalchino did at Milan ; Let ChrifP, let Chrift 
live, and Montalchino dyes thefe, Ifay,thefe arethe men 
whom the Churchhath honoured with the excellent 
titleof Martyrs, who dye i Chrift, with Chrift, for 


Chrif: ia Chrif holily witb Chrift wilely, for Chrif glo-] | 


_Tioufly. O how glorious before God is the death of 


Martyrs ! Ą Precious in the fight of God is the death of bis | < ppa] 
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Saints zbut namely of his Martyrs, which dye in him, Isi 


with him, for him.. 

Weenelt thou that it is but a flender glory, 
that Chrift hath chofen thee, one among a thoufand,to 
be his Martyr? that he will have thee co fuffer, not 
onely with him, as doe all thofe which fuffer for righte- 
oufnetfe fake, but alfofor bim? that as he ¢ forewarned 
Peter, by what death he fhould glorifie him; fo hee rta- 

_keth thee by the hand, and faith te thee, Come, I have 
| picked thee out from many miilions,to beare witnes to 
the truth of my word before the great men of the earth, 
_to feale the faiththou haft in me with thy blood, to ho- 
; Nour me with thy death? When Jacob was advertifed 
| thet his brother Efas was comming to meete him, and 
' foure hundred men with him, hee was greatly afraid, 
i and divided the people that were with him, and the 
| Flockes,- andthe Heards, and the Camels, into two 
P 2 bands: 
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| bands : them he fet foremoft in the front of the battell : | 

| £ Gen. 33. | £ the fecond place he gave to the hand-maides and their 

| 253. children: the third, to Lea and her children; but he put 

| Rachel and Iofeph hindermoft , becaufe heeloved them 

| belt: he adventureth al! that he hath,to fave thefe two. 

| God doth farre otherwayes with his people: he fetteth 

l foremofta little number. of chofen men, to whom hee 
hath diltributed his graces in a greater {cantling, than 

| to the reft : them he fetteth in the front tobe his Mar- 

‘tyrs, and to fight againft the powers of the world; fpa- 

| ring the multitude to beethe feed-plot and nurferie of 

| 

| 

| 


ee 


his Church. 


IIX., Who can conceive fufficiently the greatnetfe 

Riek cs of this honour? g When yeare hated, excommunica- 

<a | ted reproached , put to death for theSonne of mans 

fake, Chrift biddeth you reioyce, and leape for ioy, becaufe 

h Heb.1r, | the Prophets were ufedin like manner. 2 The Apoftle, 

3 258, in hisepiftle to the Hebrewes, maketh a catalogue of 

| many Worthies, which under the Law fuffered for the 

| word of God, of whom the world was not worthie; 

that we may elteeme our felves moft happy when God 

itam. | conformeth usto them. i S.James willeth us to take them 

Progr, for an example of fuffering affittion,cy of patience;that as we 

: | countthem happy; fo wemay make it a part of our hap- 
| 


| 


k 1.Petss.g| pinefle to bee likeuntothem, * S. Peter willhaveus to 
i | know, that the fame afflictions are accomplifhed in our bre- 
threnthat are in theworld: And S. Pasul will have usto re- 


i Them member, that by tribulations for the Gofpell,! wee be- 
ERTS come followers of the Churches of God; which is no {mall 
| m Canti | honour, Itisfaidinthe Song of Salomon, that ™ the 
ne 


| plants of the Church are an Orchard of Pomegranates, A 
| | Pomegranate hath within it fundry partitions, and as it 
| were little manfions, with many graines in each of 
: them, ofa fweete tahte and red colour, orderly fet one 
-by another,and all together infolded and fhut up under 
: one outward skinne; which hath at the top a little 


| round | 
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round circlelikeacrowne, A moft excellent Embleme: 
of thefaithfull, who areas fo many graines fet orderly 
together by the unity of one faith , and by the bond of} 
perfectnetle, whichis charitie; havinga {weet tafte in. 
the holinefle of their life, anda red colourin thecon- | 
forinitie of bloudy perfecution, in the feverall Chur- | 
ches where God hath planted them, underthe Catho- | 
like Church, whereof the head is our Lord Iefus Chrift; | 
who as he was firll crowned with thornes upon earth, , 
fois henow crowned with glory in heaven. 
I X. Tohim muft we looke principally,as the grains | 
of the Pomegranatelooke upward to the head of the į 


(i 


skinne wherein they are wrapped;and,according to Pe- | 
ters exhortation, " reioyce when we are in the furnace for | 

our tryall, in ae much as wee are partakers of Chrifts [uffe-| |, 3. 
rings : for,” whom God did foreknow, he alfo did predeftinate | o Rom,8. 
to be conformed to the image of his Sonne :firltincroflesfor| 28 ~ 
him, next incrownes throughhim:r the one and the 
other with him. In this Realme, men of good birth | 
hold it no little honor to beare the liverie of the Kings aroa 
Favourite ;and how much more the Kings owne live- | 11. 

rie ?: Shall wee not then account it a molt fpeciall ho- | 

nour and glory to beare Chrifts liverie, in whom God 
is well pleafed, and who isthe King of kings ; to be for 
him made like unto him, to bea curfe among mėn for 
him, who was acurfe before God for us ; to dye that we 
may glorife him, whois dead to faveus? Should not 
the members bee afhamed to take their fports and de- 
lights under a head crowned with thornes? 

I confetle,that there is a great difference betwixt 
Chriftsfufferings and ours. Fir, hee is God and man, 
we ere but men: Secondly , hee wasin his manhood 
withcutiinne: there was never man fo holy, but he | 
was afinner: Thirdly, a hein his torments was made a | 
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was fo bitterto hisfoule, that he cryed, 1 Afy God, my 46. 
God, 
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God, why hat thou forfaken me? Allthe Saints and Mar- 
tyrs havealwaies in allcheir heavieft croffes beene com- | 
forted and {upported of God. Fourthly, he {uffered for | 
the expiation of finnes and his death is the life of the | 

f Rev.7.14, world. Allthe Martyrs f have wafhed their robes , and 
15. made them white in his blood, therefore are they before the | 
_, |tbrone of God. They have all fuffered, to beare witnelle, | 
E n al [that hefuffered for the finnes of the world :nane of | 
= Epifco- ithem have fuffered forthe fins ofthe world.‘ For though | 
pos. the deata of many Saints hath beene precious in Gods eyes, yet 
hath not the killing of any Saint beene the propitiation of the 

world. The righteous have received but they have not given 

crownes : and the fortitude of the faithfull hath brought forth 
examples of patience, not gifts of righteoufneffe The death of 

each one of them wae feverall: neither did any by his owne end, 
pay the debt of another; confidzring, that among the founes of | 
men, lefus Chrift our Lord alone ts be, in whomallare crucifi- | 
v loh.r2.32 ed, all are dead, all buried, all raifed up: of whons he faid, v If 
I be lifted up from the earth l will draw all men unto me. 

Yet in this is the conformitie of our {ufferings with 
| Chrifs fuferings: that.as when Chrift fuffered for our | 
fake, andin our roome,we fuffered in him ; fo when we | 
| fuffer for Chrifts fake, he fuffereth in us: as when the | 
| kead fuffereth , all the members fuffer; and when the 

members fuffer, thehead fuffereth. Is not Chrif the 
head? are we not the members of his body? This 


a rey 


Chrifts name: for this fame caufe the Apottle reioyced, | 
fiph.g.1. | that he wasy the prifoner of the Lord, thata he barein hss 
a Gal 6.17.| body the markes of the Lord lefus, that? hee filled up that 
ib Col.t.24| which is behind of the afflittions of Chrif : for though all 
1c Ioh 12-39) Chri(ts fufferings bee accomplifhed and ¢ finiflied # ca- | 
| pite, in the head, for the redemption of the Church;yet ' 
| they are not all fulfilled i corpore,in thebody, forthe 
| edification of the Church : but as long as therefhall be | 
in 
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| 
in the world one faithfull to fuffer, Chrift fhall have | 
fome evillto fuffer ; becaufe Chrift and the faitnfull are| 
one,S.Pau was (choled with this leffon before his os | 
intothe Church, when the Lord Iefus cryed unto him, 
d Sanl Sanl, why perfecuteft thou mezeven as wher ye tread 1d AG, 0.4. 
a man upon thefoot, the head wiilcry, Why treadeft 
thou on me? What wonder then, if¢ be counted all thrags 
but downg,that be might kzow Chrift and the fellonflip of bis a 3-8; 
offerings, that he might be made conformable unto bis death; | ` 
andif hee rendred teftimonieto all the Chriltians of his 
time, that! they gloried in tribulations ? 

O bonds, more honourable than the Diadems of 
Kings! O tribulations more gloriousthan the glory cf 
Salomon ! Is thereany golden chaine {o gliftering,as the 
irons wherwith the Confeffors are fhackled for Chrif ? 
Is there any glory to be matched with the glory of the 
blelfed Martyrs, fuffering with Chrift, and in their fuf- 
ferings made conformabletohis image? The Pagans 
fay, that it is {weete and honourable to dye for our 
countrey: The fouldiers glory in the wounds whTth 
they have received for the defence of their chimneyes : 
And thofe which are led to the gallows for the fervice 
of their King, feele glory intheir fhame, and profetle 
thatthey die content, feeing they die for their Sove- 
raignes fake. Whatis our native foyle,;compared with 
the Church? what is the moft glorious King of the ; 
earth,paragoned with Chrift ? Letfethan nothing. We | 
glory in our death for men, which,when we are dead, 
cannot reward us : and fhall we bee afhamed to dye for | 
Chrift, who,when we are dead, giveth us life, and fatia- | 
teth wich immortall honours thofe which honor him? |8 Rom-8. | 
for 8 if we fuffer with him, we foal alfo be glorified with him. D one Apo- | 
For this caufe, h the firt Chriltians when they were |j efecApe e | 
condemned,thanked their Iudges ; but principally they k oF tile |! 
thanked God, faying i Deograrias, Thankes be to God : fo i ft Aval.te | 
did our fathers ; and fo muft we doe, 
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Sothenye have heard the caufes why God will have 
his children to fuffer for their owne fakes, He will ey- 
ther chaftife them for the finnes which they have com- 
mitted, or reftrainethem from the finnes which they 
might perpetrate, or try them,to make knowne how 
they can carry themfelves in affli€tion, or putin pra- 
ctice the manifold graces wherewith hee hath endued 
them, or honour them with the glory of his Confef- 
forsand Martyrs. j 

X. When they are thus afflited, God hath alfo re- 
gard to other men. Firft, their afflitions are meanes 
whereby the Elect are converted to God . Chrift,when 
he was perfecuted in one Towne, fled into another, 

k Marro, | and preached there : He K commanded his Difciplesto 
doe the like. By occafion of the perfecution in Jerufa- 
lem, ! the brethren were fcattered abroad throughout 
the Regionsof Indea, of Samaria, of Phenice, of Cyprus, 
of Antioch, where they preached the Lord Iefus ; -and the 
band of the Lord was with them , and a great number belee- 
n Aé.16. | ved, and turned unto the Lord, Why were "Paul and Silas 
1933 la caltinto prifon at Philippi? The event fhewed, that God 
did it fortheconverfion of the Zaylor, who was one of 

o z Tim» | his Ele&.. And therefore Paul faid, that hee endured all 
F things for the Eletts fake, that they might alfo obtaine the 
fatvation which is in Chrift Tefus , with eternall glory. And 

writing to the Philippians from the prifon at Rome, 

where hee received the glorious crowne of Martyr- 

P Phil.1.13 | dome,he faith, P that the things which happened unto him, 
had fallen out tothe furtherance of the Gofpel; fo that his 

l bonds in Chrift were manifeft to all Cefars Court, and in all 
q 2 Time! other places. For howfoever he wasa bound, the word of 
he God was not bound, The prifon washis Church:there he 

preached, and there he converted many. 

Thus the Albigenfes of France, being difperfed by a 

moft furiousand violent perfecution , went preaching 
the Gofpel in Germanie;in Bohemia, in England, All 
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Ofthe caufes of the Righteous mans Evils. | 
the flourifhing Churchesin Europe,ar this day, arethe | 
harvelt which they fowed : but efpecially* the feedeof | r Tert Apo- 
the Church, is the bloud of Chriffians : for thofe which be- | foget.c E . 
hold their conftancy,wonder;wondering,they inquire ae 
thecaufe thereof ;inquiring, they learacit; learning it, peal 
they areconverted. (Tuft. Afart.beholding the unexpug-| Clemens A- 
nable conftancie of Chriftians in the atrocitie and ex- | lex.Strom.4. 
tremitieof their torments, faidto himfelfe, that fuch | í 1in4- 
menwhich made no account of death , could not bee oom i 
men given to pleafuresand wickedneile;becaufe volup- | cap.8, -4 
tfious men,being timorous and faint-kearted , cannot 
{uffer any thing which is grievous to be felt ;and above 
all things, fear death. therupon he was converted,& be- 
came ofan Idolater,a Chriltia;of a Philofopher,aMartyr 

I might relate unto you a mof true ftorie of a No- 

ble man converted by the wonderfull conftancy of 

thofe of whom I fpake in my laf Sermon , and prote- 

fting at the houre of his death,;that hee dyed in their 

faith. But by this which I have faid, ye fee,that thetem- 

poralldeath of Gods Saints, is eternall life and {alvati- 

onto many of Gods Elect. 

| Likewife their conftancie and wonderfull boldneffe 

| to maintaine the Gofpell againft all the wifedome and | 

_ power of the world, their holy ftoutnel{e to die for it, 

| is no {mall comfort to the Church, anda great confir- 
mation tothe weake brethren : which ufethe Apoftle 

| found in his bonds, as he faith, That t by them many of the Phil 

| brethren in the Lord waxing confident , were much more bold ž s oe 
ta fpeake the word withont feare. For this caufe, Saint Toha | 16. y 
faith, that v as Chrift laid downe his life for ns, fo wee ought 
to lay downe our lives for the brethren. Who would not be 
glad to exchange his tranfitorie and fraile life, for the 
falvation and everlafting life of Gods Elect? And who 
would not chufe to die,to* convert a finner from the 
errour of his way, to cover a multitude of finnes, and 

| tofave a foule from death? Therein is both honor and 

| Q 2 pro- 
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profit: Honour to the Confeffors and Martyrs, by 
whofe bands and death ‚fome are converted, many are 
confirmed, ProfittoGods Eleét, which by fuch means 
are faved. Thereis notin this world any honour fo 
profitable, any profitfo honourable: and therefore the | 
Apoftle confidering the honour which commeth of this 
profit andthe profit which floweth from this honour; 
writto the Coloflians, that Y bee reioyced in- bis fufferings 
for them, i.e. for their converfion to thefaith, andcon- 
firmation in thefaith , as being Chrifts Minifter in the 
one & in the other. Let,J pray youy let the fame mind be | 
-|in us, which was in fuch holy men: Let us allbee for 
this end Chrilts Martyrs in affettion , and thanke the 
Lord our God for this libertie of his Gofpel in this 
Realme, wherein there is no Tyrant, no perfecuter to 
make us Martyrs in attion, 
XI. Secondly, men readily conceive extravagant o- 
pinions of thofe whom God hath furnifhed with rareft 
| gifts ; andas they areinclined to fuperftition, canonize. 
them, and fend up commandement to the heavens to 
receive them for their gods. Thus the Gentiles erected _ 
Temples, dedicated Altars, inftituted new honors | 
and religious worfhiptofomecdde men among their | 
Anceftors, of whom they had received fome {peciall 


y Col.1.24: 


a AG.g.12 benefit. Thusa the Tewes held their eyes fixed on Peter 
and ohz, who had reftored a lame man to his feete; as 
if by their power and holineffe that miracle had beene | 

b A@szo, | wrought. Thus > Corzeliw,though a devout maz , and. 

D2526- 


one that feared God with all his honfe, fell downe at Peters 
feet,and worlhipped him, as ifhe had beene more than 
| aman. Thus © the Idolaters of Lyftra,called Barvabas, 
30511312913) Iupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, and would have offered fa- 
crifice untothem, becaufe they healed a cripple, who 
never had walked. Thus the Pope and his Cardinalls 
canonize and regifterwith the Saints fome {peciall ! 
men, of whofe holineffe and miracles, they fay they. 
have 
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have fufficient warrant, and give expretfe commande- 
mentto the people to worfhip them. 

God, forefeeing that the divell through his malice, 
would doe hisutmott endeavour to re-ettablifh Idola- 
trie againe in thefe fame holy mens perfons,by whom 
he had banifhed it out of the world; even when they 
did greateft miracles, turmoyled them with greateft af- 
Aictions, that thofe which faw them in fuch a miferabie 
(tate, might judge and fay that they were men like unto 
themfelves, and that they wrought fuch wonders by 
Gods finger,and not by their own power. For the fame | - 
caufe,the evills which they {uffered, areregiftred in ho- 
ly Scripture :that as S.Pazl, after hee had begun to tell 
how he wastaken up into Paradife, brake off his dif- 
courfe inthemiddelt,faying, 4T forbeare, left any man| 4. Coy, 
[bould thinke of me above that which he feeth me tobe, or that | 12.6, 
be beareth of me : {o we may fay of them, that which they 
acknowledged themfelves to be, that e they were alfo men | e AG&.14.45 
of like paffion with us; for that which they were by grace, 
fhould not make us forget that which they. were by na- 
ture,even mortall men like our felves. | 

XII. Wherupon,f Chryfoffom giveth us another ad- |f ryff. 
vertifement: for when weeexhort youto imitate Da- | Homard 
@4,Elias,Panl,Peter,{cch or fach a Saint,your cuftome is |} a hh Anti- 
toanfwers lam not Peter, I am not Pant; asif Peter and |” 
Paul had beene of fome other ftuffe than yeare, as if 
they had not beene mortal], feeble, and finnefull men as 
yeare. Therefore to take from you all excufe, when ye 
cover your carelefnelfe and floath with fuch vaine ex- 
cufes; God hath exercifed with moft infrmitiesthofe on 
whomhe hath beftowed greateft graces: that feeing 
they have beene like unto us in weaknetle, difeafes, at- 
fictions and paflions belonging to man we defpaire 
not of attaining to the refemblance of the heavenly and | 
faving graces wherewith they were garnifhed. For this 
end S. lames propoundeth unto us the example of Ei- 
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3 ~ aof whom he faith, that fhe was fubdiect to like paffions as! 
17, e i we are; that if wee pray with fervencie, as he did, wee be 


a(fured that we fhall {peed as he did, 

XIII. To thefe three reafons wee may adde the 
fourth, taken from afli@tiionsas they are corre@tions & 
chaftifements of Gods deereft fervants ; that God will |. 
have us toconfider them as teftimonies of his wratha- 
gainftfinne.and to fay to our felves, Hath God dealt fo 
roughly with fo holy men when they offended him,and 

g Luk23. | hall he beare with us ? or as Chrif faid, s Zf thefe things 

33° be done in a greene tree , what fhall be done in the dry ? This 

reafon is fo cleer,that S.Peter urgeth it as an infallible de- 

h 1.Per.4. | monftration,faying,) The time ts come,that indgement must 

57518 begin at the boule of God: and sf it firft begin at us, what fhall 

be the end of them that obey not the Gofpel of God? Where- 

fore let us lay this to our hearts, and learne by fuch ma- 

nifelttokens of Gods wrath againft finne, to prevent 

his indignation by an unfained amendment of life. Efzy 

i Efa.26,9. | faith, that i when Gods indgements are in the earth, the inba- 

bitants of the world will learue righteoufzeffe. God grant, 

that as we are of thenumber of thefe inhabitants of the 

world, fo we may be of the number of thofe Students, 

which are fchooled by their brethrens afflictions, to 

learne righteoufneffe , to ftand inawe of God ,and tg 

ferve him with an upright heart , before his face all the 

dayes of our life. 3 

XIV. Finally , God by the afflictions of his deare 

ones, namely, by thofe which they fuffer for righteouf- 

> nelle fake, manifefteth the infallible truth of his pro- 

mifes,andtheexcellencie of his mightie power in their 

deliverie from the evill day, and from all the plots, con- 

{piracies,fecret practices malicious attempts,violent in- 

vations of theirs and his enemies; which then arecon- 

(trained to avouch, that it is by the finger of God, and 

| - not by the hand of man, that the Church fubfifteth up- 

‘is Pfal.10.2| on earth , and, asitis faid in the Pfalmes , that * 
; rulet 
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| ruleth in the mids of his enemies. He faith ,! when thou paf- 
festthorow the waters, I will be with thee: and thorow theri- 
vers, they Jhallnot overflow thee. When thow walkest thorow 
the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt ; neyther fhall the flame kindle 
npon thee: for I am the Lord thy God, the holy One of Ifrael, 
thy Saviour. 

How he accomplifheth this promife, it is both won- 
derfull and profitable to confider : for when hee will 
thew his{trength;that which he doth,feemeth contrarie 
to that which he intendeth to doe. When he cgmeto 
lighten and gladden Abrahams foule, by the confirmati- 
on of his promifes , he fent ™ a# horror of great darkeneffe 
upon him. "When hee came to bleffe /acob, hee wreftled 
with him, and put his thigh out of joynt. ° Elifba fweet- 
ned the unholfome waters with falt. P le/is Christ, put- 
ting clay on the eyes of a blinde man,reltored him to his 
fight: ahe put his fingers into the eares of aman that 
was deafe,and they were opened. 

Even fo he debafed and abated Jo/eph to the lowelt pit 
of theprifon, that his power might be marvelled at in 
advancing of him to the highelt dignitie of Pharaos 
Court. Hee winked at Pharao and his armie, when they 
perfecuted and purfued his people into themid{t of the 
red fea; that when with the blaft of his noftrilsthe fea 
came and covered them, and they funke as lead in the 
mightie waters, his people might fing unto him, Who ts 
like unto thee, O LOR Dyamongt the gods? who ts like thee, 
glorious in holineffe, fearefulliz praifes , doing wonders? and 
his enemies might fay of him, that Shee 2s God of Heaven 
above, and in earth beneath. Hee permitted Sexacherib King 
of Allyriato take all the defenfed cities of luda, and to 
bring Hezekiah to fuch extremitie, that hee had not two 
thoufand men to withftand him: then hee fent his An- 
gelfrom Heaven to deliver him :then' all the kingdomes 
of the earth kucw, that he is the Lord, even bee only. 

Contider Nebucadnezzar in his rage & fury,comanding 
to. 
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to heat the burning ferie furnace feven times more than 
it was wont to be heat,and ro caftthe three Confeflors 
v Dan.z. {into it, faying tothem, v Who zs that God that fhall deliver 
15. you out of my bands ? His mind wasto deitroy the bodies 
of thefe Saints, But,;O miracle of the almightie power 
and vertue ofGod ! the fire wasa rampier and wall to 
guard them,the flame wasa garment to clothe them, the 
furnace wasafountaine to refrefh them. Mortal] bodies 
were caft into the fire, & they were not hurt thereby,as if 
they had bin inymortall:the flames received them tyed, 
and untying them,were tied themfelves. They {pared the 
| hands and the feet, whereof they burned the bands: 
They flew the men that caft thefe Salamanders into the 
furnace 5 for the furnace was exceeding hot: to teach yous 
that the {trength of the fire was neither extinguifhed nor 
abated: yetthey touched not the bodies of the Saints 5 
not changing their nature, but bearing re{pect to their 
godlinetle: yea and {uch refpect, that there was not ax haire 
of their head fieged, neither were their coats changed, neither 
had the [mell of fire paffed on them ; which goeth beyond all 
admiration. The fire dared not touch, but their bands. 
The Tyrant fettered them,the fre unfettered them ; that 
yemay fee the crueltie ofthe Tyrant, and the obedi- 
ence of the element.-The Princes and Governours of 
the kingdome were come thither to feethe great folem- 
nitie of the dedication of the golden image:but they-faw 
that which they could never havethought of. They 
came to worlhip the idoll : they went home admi. 
ring and worfhiping the power of God. The king him- 
felfe,ywho ere-while had caft in the fire thefe three Con- 
felfors ,, becaufe they would not ferve his gods, nor 
worfhip the golden image which he had fet up , was 
conftrained to worfhip their God, and toconfetle, that 
x Verkzg. | there ts none other God that can deliver after this fort. So 
Satan was confounded in his malice , feeing his power 
abatedby his owne:craft , whereby he laboured to ah 
throw 


ee 
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throw the fervants of the livingGod : ‘rand Gods Power, | 
Wildome, Goodneile, Providence,was glorified in <a 
deliverie. 

God fpake tothe ravenous Ravens, and they ” A 1.Kin. J 
Elyah: He? fpaketo the Whale,and it vomited out Jo- 
nasuponthe dry land, When his Hp was fcattered hi- | 2 Ton,s.10 
ther & thither among the Chaldeans, A tIyrians, Medes, 
Perlians 5 and other Nations , b hee faid to the North, b 
Give up ; and tothe South, Keep not backe : bring my fons from 
farre, and my daughters from the ends of the earth. So was 
fulfilled that which is written in the Pfalmes, ¢ Surely the | PL96. 11 
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wrath of man fhall praife thee. 

“XV. Such examples ofthe glorious power of God 
in the afflictions of righteous men,are moft frequenti in 
the New Teftament. As in the creation he commanded 
lightto Mhine out of darkenefle: Soin the redemption 
of mankind he made our Saviour a curfe for us, that hee 
might bleffe us: and put to death the Prince of life, that 
through his death he might givelifeto thofe which were 
dead. His enemies fealed and guarded the Sepulchre 
where hee was buried, and faid, d There is uo help for him 
in God: But € hee was declared tobe the Sonne of God , with 
power, according ta the Spirit of bolineffe, by the refurrettion 
from the dead ; and was more slogiogi in his death, than 
he was in his life. 

So his Churchis never fo et ee as in the perfe- 
cution. Then! ye feethe great fight which made Mofes TS ~ 
amazed ; The bufh burning withhre, and yet not confu ~ | 

| 
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med. What more vile than a bufh ? what more contemp- “i 
tiblein the eyes of men,than the Church? what more 

fufceptible of burning, than a buh ? what fo eafie to kee | 
overthrowne as the Church; as the little Rocke of weak | 

fheepe inclofed with an armie of ftrong and cruel | | 
wolves? yet the buh was not burnt, becaufe God was | i 
inthemidht of the buth: So the Church cannot be de- | | 

ftroied, becaufe Chrift hath faid, g s Loe, Tam with you al- 8 enn i 
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way, even unto the end of the world. 
h AG 16. Contider! Paul and Silas torn with ftripes,thruftinto 
225 cheinnerprifon,and their feete made faft in the ftocks. 
=o x| The infidels might have faid,that the God, who fuffreth 
his fervants'to be thus abufed,is either weake and impo- 
tent,orunrighteous and malicious. But fee & beholdin 
_| this permifsion a moft wonderfull work of his power, 
soodneffeand mercy. His Saints had their feete in the 
| feces » their hands in the gyves : Their heart was 
franke, their tongué was free. The Divell was then a| 
prentife ,and had not’ learned to gag: Their heart was 
inditing agood matter: Their tongue was the pen of a 
readie writér.At mid-night, they were waking, What 
didthey while they waked ? did they howle for griefe 
ahd paine ? complained they of their contumelies? ac- 
cufed they the crueltieof the blood-thirltie Governors ? 
blamed they the rigor ofthe pitileffe Iaylour ? No, No. 
They praied ; they fang praifes unto God fo loud,that 
the prifoners heard them. Then (O tharve!lous power 
A Vouk’. of.God 1) ifiddennly there was a great earthquake: the founda 
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tions of the prifon werefhaken: all the doores were opened, and 
every mans bands were loofed. \Fthey had beene unbound, | 
ifthey had walked with full libertie up and down in the 
prifon ; if they had taken. hold of the pillars thereof, as 
Samfon did,and fhaken them the miracle had not bin fo 
‘confpicubus? but when they are 'throwne dcwneiito 
the loweft prifon, when they are loaden with cloggs, 
when they are bound fo falt that they cannot budge, 
when through their onely prayerthe earth trembleth, 
the foundations of the darke dungeon ‘skip like a yong 
Vnicorne , when ‘all the prifonérs bands burit and are 
broken afunder, asa thréed of Tow is broken when it 
toucheth the fire ; when all thofe which were tyed, were 
loofed, and the Iaylor who had bound them, was him- 
felfe tyed with terrour and defpaire , and finally delive- 
ted from the bondage of {inne,and honoured p the 
, £ ofi -! 
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glorioys libertie of the childrea of God, by the prea- 
ching of thefetwo molt contemptible priloners Gods 
power thined more brightthan the Sunne in the faireft 
Summers day , and fhewed it felfe alwayes moft won- 
@enull,, .. 

Canyee but wonder, when yee fee* Fesx fitting to 
judge Paul, and yet trembling at the words which Pasi 
{pake,as if Pas/had judged him ? when Fe/tus is amazed, 
and Agrippa is almolt perfwaded,by this prifoner arraig- 
ned before them, to bea Chriltian ? The Doctoristyed ; 
his {peech is on wings, and fyeth abroad :the Preacher 
is fhut up in prifon ; his doétrine runneth {wiftly everie 
where, Can yee binde the beames of the Sunne,and im- 
prifon them ? when that hall be done, Tyrants fhall 
thackle the Gofpel, and unfeather it that itflye not. 

Ye may behold the fame marvell of Gods power, 
mercie,& wifedome in the reft of the Apoltles ,8& in the 
whole Chriftian Church. ™ Learning hath beene in- 
ftructed by ignorance: Wifedome hath beene confoun- 
ded by foolifhneffe. By weakenetle, the might.of the 
world hath bin deftroyed :" everie thaughtis brought 
into captivitie to the obedience of Chrif ; and in.us,un- 
' tothis day,is fulfilled that which the Lord faid to Panl, 
(9 My ftrength is made perfett in weakeneffe: That both in 
i the converfion of the world, and protection of the, 
| Church , P the excellencie of this power may bce of God, and’ 
| not of ms. At 

XVI. Where then arethey which judge of a mans 
i blilfe and happinetfe by his profperitie, & efteem thofe 
who with Paz and the reft of the Apoftles,s hanger and 
shiri are naked, are buffeted, baveno certaine dwelling place, 
&c. to be miferable , unhappie, aiid as odious te God, 
as they are haynous to men ? Will they fay, that to be 
eeseted of God is a token of his wrath? Bur ‘the 
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wifeman and‘ the holy Apoftle fay farre otherwayes , 
My fonne, defpife not thon, the chaftening of the Lord ; and 
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faint not when thon art rebuked of him : for whom the Lord lo- 
veth be chafteneth , & fcourgeth everie fon whom be receiveth. | 
Are ye not the fonnes of God ?Locketo all Gods chil- ' 
dren who have been before'you : Have they notall gro- | 
ned under Gods chaftifing hand, fome in one manner, | 
t Ver.7,8. |fomein another ? Therefore t sf ye endure chaffening, God 
dealeth you as with founes : for what fonne ts he whem the fa- 
| ther chafteneth wot ? Then when ye aske, if God doth well | 
to ufe you hardly ; if yee be children, your queflion is | 

anfwered : But if ye bz. without chaftifement, whereof all are 

partakers, themare ye baftards and not founes. 

s Will they deny, that to bee kept from finne,is a very 

¥ Ver.g,10 | good thing ? Let them contlider, that vwe have had fathers 
of our flelh which correfted us, and we gavethem reverence : |- 

Shall .vvee not: much rather be in fubiettion unto the Father 
of Spirits , and live? for they verily fora few dayeschaftened | 

us, after their owne pleafure ; but hee for our profit, that wee 
might bee partakers of his bolinefe: thatnot onely wee | 
may bee corrected of finnes palt,but alfo preferved and | 
witholden from finning in time-to come, and fo lead a | 
godly life before God and men. | | 
3 Now no. chaftening for the prefent feemeth to be ioyous,but ' 
x Ver, 11. grievous :; Neverthelefe, afterward it yeeldeth the peaceable > d 

fruit of righteoufnefeunto-them which are exercifed thereby : 
| Their faith, their hope, their charitie, rheir confancie , | 
‘theirpatience, their humilitie, their dévétionjareboth | 
tryedand exercifed, Hath not experience taught you, | 

| thatthe vine,when it is bared atthe root, purged, wee- 
| ded, husbanded carefully, becometh more fruitfull, and | 
atthe vintage filleth the Fats with {weet wine? Evi nfo, | 
faith Chrift, yamy\Father purgeth every branch that beareth 
fruit, that it may bring fourth more fruit :'Caft gold into the 
fire ,and a Goldfmith hall make a ring of it .1f yee will 
build-a houfe for good fervice,for comlinefs,for pleafure 
and honour , the {tones mult be hewen {mooth, the tim- 
ber muft be {quared a with thehammer & a 
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Even fo God melteth and purifieth us in the fire of afli- 
tion,to make us precious jewels for his cabinet s.he po- 
lifheth & fmootheth us with the hammer & chifel of tri- 
bulations, to makeus living tones in his heavenly Ie- 
rufalem,w groweth unto an holy Templein theLord.. 
XVII. lf yeehadfeene the Churches of France in 
their affliction, ye Mould have marked in them a won- 
derfull change, and would have faid , that thefe evills 
-had befallen them for their greater gaod. Their dam- 
“mages were great, as ye have heerd: but their.advanta- 
ges were greater . They became more honeft,and meek, 
more heedfull tothe word, more zealous to Gods fer-. 

vice, moreprone and bent to all the dueties of chari- | 

tie: All foolifh and filthie talking was banifhed from | 
their mouthes : their tongues infeed no morethe aire 
with lafcivious and lea fongs:Sighing; fobbing, 
groningto God,was their delight; prayers 5 finging of 
Pfalms, mutuall exhortations to amendment of life,was 
their ordinary {peech. Thofe, whofe habitation before 
that time was night and day in the Tavernes , departed 
not from the holy affemblies, crying to God for grace, 
mercie and peace, with falting and prayers night & day. 
Drunkennetle gave place to fobriety , prideto humili- 
tie, diffolution to modeltie, crueltie to humanitie. 
Ourenmities and dilfentions were turned into kifles of 
| charitie , ‘into brotherly imbracements, into all inde- 
| vours and good offices of true friendfhip in the com- 

ı munion of Saints : Our doores were (hut to all riot,dif- | 
į foluteneffe , infolencie: Our hearts were open to Gad: 
Our houfes were become Churches,where God was re 
ligioufly and with true zeale worfhipped by parents and 
| children , by maifters and fervants., by old and young. 
The Papilts faw it, and wondred ; that the fire of perfe- 
iion had not confumed, but kindled and inflamed 
|ourzeale: and fome of them.were converted. So wee 

« ‘were corrected , our devotion was. increafed , Papilts | 
| R 3 were 
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| were amazed, God was glorified, 
| a Heb, 12 XVIIE Wherefarea lift up the hands which hang downe, 
Jaiz andthe feebleknees. Though wee live herein peace, yet 
| we have no leafe of peace: yea;in this publike peace eve- 
tie one fhould looke for a great fight of afflictions: flag- 
ging hands are not fit for the battel: trembling knees 
cannot fland falt and upright at ameeting & incounter 
of our enemies, Let us then imitate wife & prudent foul- | 
) diers which in time of peace enure themfelves,by the ex- 
l | ercifes of war, to fultainethe brunt & coping of armed 
b Pfg1.7. | enemiesin the day of battel, When>a thoufand Mall 
fallat ourfide , and tenne thoufandat our right hand: 
c Rev.t2,4 | When ¢ the Dragon fhall with his taile {weep the heavens, 
| | and cafttothe earth thethird part of the {tarres : when 
| everie where yee fhallfee nothing but apoftalies and de- 
| fections of great men , of wifemen, of Church mėn , 
| which are ftarresin the heaven of the Church,ftand not 
| d 2.Samia.| fil gazing upon them,as* Joabs {ouldiers did upon Ha- 
| 23. fael whom Abner had faine , and loft the fruit of the vi- 
e 3.Sam. | Ctorie: ButaseZoabs fervantremoved Amaza whom Zo- 
20.11,12, | Ab had (laine, out ofthe high way intothe field, & catta 
13. | cloth upon him, when he faw that everie one that came 
by him,ftood ftill; and as he cryed,Heethat favonreth Io- 
| ab,and hee that is for David, let him goe after Ioab ; wheres 
| | uponallthe people went on after Joab, to purfu® after 
the traitor Sheba: So let us remove all: {fcandals from be- 
| fore our eyes, and cafting upon themthecloake of for- 
| |-getfulneffe » letus follow our Generall,our Lord Jefus 
‘Chrift the Prince and Captaine of the Lords Holt, |- 
| who goeth before us fighting for the Lord our God a- 
gainftthe Divell, finne , and the world. Whofoever fa- 
voureth Chrift, whofoever isfor God, let him follow 
f 1.Tim,1.| Chrift. Let fusall warre a good warfare, holding for hield, 
18,39. faith; and for {word;the.werd of God not paufing on thefe 
: Hymences and Alexanders; which loofing the rudder ofa 


good con{cience, what wonder if they have madefhip- 
wrack 
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HT a 
wrack of their faith : yea,let us tread upon their ftinking | _ 
carkafes ;andtrampling on the galtly examples of their 
lamentable revolts, let us § prefe toward the marke for 
the price of the high calling of God in Chrift Tefus ; 
That being,through Gods powerfull and mercifull af- 
filtance, each of us enabled to fay truely with Pau? ,b I 
havefought a good fight , I have finifhed my conrfe, I have 
kept the faith, wee may thereupon inferrethis {weete and 
bletled conclufion with Paul ; Henceforth there ts laid up 
for me a crowne af righteonfnefe, which the Lord the righteous 
Iudge fhall give mee at that day, and not to mee onely, ‘a HH- 
to them alfo that love bis appearing. 

XIX. Oalmightie and moft gracious Father , be- 
{tow this faving graceupon this thy people which istiere 
prefent before thee , through theall-fufficient-merits of 
thy only and deare Sonne,and our only and moft pow- 
erfull Saviour [efus Chrift our Lord: to whom, with thee 
and the holy Ghoft beall power, allhonour, and all glo- 


rie for everand ever, Amen. 
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Of the Lords Deliverances. 


PSALM XXXIV. XIX. 
But the Lord delivereth him out of them ali, 

I. [i Church compared | §. The deliverer of the 
to the Moone,by rea- | Church,ts the L O R D;called 
| fon of the viciffitude of ber c- | lEn OVAL inthe Heb.tongue. 
| vils, the Lords deliverances: 6. The word ITE HO- 
2. Whereof there be many ex- | VAH leadeth ws tothe know- 
‘amples inthe old Taftansent, ledge of the eternitie of Gods 
3, And inthe new. being, and of that eternall ver- 
4. Six principal points to be | tue whereby he giveth being to 
“‘confidered in the Lords delive- | all things , and namely to his 

rances, i promifes. 


7. All 
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7. Allthe qualities requi- 
red in a deliverer, are in thz) 15. Exhortation to traf 
LORD. in the Lord alone. 

, 8. Thence the righteous; 16.Thofe whi the Lorddeli- 
man receiveth a moft fenfible  vereth,are the Righteous only. 
and anfpeakable comfort . 17. Their righteoufnelfe ts 

9. God alone ws thedelives' no caufe meritorious of their 
rer of the Church, and needeth ! deliverances. 


not the helpe of any. | 18. Notwithftanding, it ts | 
“10. What ts. the nature of arighteous thing with God to | 
his deliverances. deliver them,and that for three | 
11. Exbortation not to canfes. | 
feare men. 19. The Lord giveth ma- | 
12. Exhortation to feare ny bleffings and deliverances 
God alone. to wicked men , for righteons | 
13. Exhortatio not to truft | mens fake. 


in men, neither living, 20. Exhortation torighte- 


14. Nor dead, though they | oufneffe. 
A eNA Xcellent and many are the titles where- 
WA % D with the Church is adorned in holy 


toexpre(le her condition in this world, She is faire in- 
deed, & verie pleafant to behold, as the Mooneis * Shee 
fhineth among the people that walkein the darkeneffe 
of ignorance;as the Moone fhineth in the night.Her fhi- 
ning light isintermixed with darkeftainesof finne ; as 
the bright fhining light of the Mooneis intermingled 
with blacke fpots. She hath her {pots ofher felfe, as the 
Moone hath ; but! fhee borroweth the light of immor- 
talitie and of grace from the ay-during light of her bro- 
ther, the Lord Tefus Chrift ; asthe light of the Moone 
commeth from the Sunne. O € Ffrael , thou hajt deftroy- 
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Church. Sinne is of our felves : deru&tion and death 
is from our finne. But dosr helpe is fromthe Lord, wh made | d Pialrir, 
heaven and earth, even from the Lord Iefu ; ) ri ts s the! 2. ae 
Sun of righteoufnelfe, the day (pring from on high , in whofe è Maliz. 
nee sary, cpa ae re ef light, kr through | f par We 
whofelight hwe fhine as lights in the world: fo that we fay, | A sell 
i I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in mee. h Phil 2. 
The Moone hath her riling and fetting , and in each | 15. 
of them her increafing, her fuinetfe, her decreafing, her | i Gal.2.20. 
difappearing fora few daies, when fhe isin her conjun- 
tion with the Sun: So the Church of Chrift, rifing in 
one place, goeth downe in another ; and wherefoever 
thee rifeth, is tubject to manie variations , to growing 
bigger and bigger, to waning,to difappearing. Then, 
through the violence of perfecutions,fhe is conttrained 
to obey Gods commandement ; K Come, my people, enter | k Efa.26.20 
thon into thy chambers , and {hut thy doores about thee : bide 
thy felfe as it were for alittle moment, untill the indignation 
be overpaft. Then wings are given her, ! thatfhemay flie | 1 Rev.rz. 
into the wilderneffe, into her place, from the face of the | 14 
ferpent,and be nourithed there for a time, andtimes , and 
halfe atime, even tor the time of Gods good pleafure. 
Then having her backe turned to the world, & her face 
to Gods then being in herconjunction withlefus Chrift 
her Sun, the poffetfeth in him a fecret, but a moft cleer & 
perfect light : Then is fulfilled in her that which is writ- 
tenin the Plalmes, ™ The kings daughter ts all glorious with-| m Pfal.4s. 
in. She remaineth not alwayesthus : but after the few | 13. 
dayes of her vanifhing out of the fight of the world , 
like a bride coming out of her chamber, fhee rejoyceth 
to begin her race againe, and to quicken with her light 
them that dwell in the valley of the fhadow of death ; 
having nothing firme, nothing conftant in this world, 
but she inconttancie ofher unfteadfaft eftate. ‘ 
As there isa viciflitude and interchangeable courfe of 
light and darkenelle,of the day & the night, of Summer } 
S 


and 
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n Eccle | and Winter: Às” the thing that hath bin , 1s that which fball 
be: and that which is done, is that which fhall bee done , and 
there 1s no new thing under the Sunne ; allthings having in 
theirinequalitie this equalitie that they goe and come, 
like the wind which whirleth about continually from the South 
to the North, and returneth againe according to his circutes : 
So the Church of God, fo righteous men wth arein the 
Church,have their alterations & changings from good 
to evill, from evillto good, and againe from good to e- 
vill ;from profperity to adverfity from adverlity to prof- 
perity by a perpetualland moft conflant revolution, till 
the great and long looked-for day of refrefhing come, 
and put an end to all our evills, ingulfing them in the e- 
ternall joyes of heavenly goods. And therefore David 
telleth us in our text by forme of hiftory, through his 
owneexperience, and fortelleth us by forme of prophe- 
cie,that Mazy are the Evills of the Righteous : 

But the Lorddslivereth him out of them all, 

IT. Perufe all the ancient hiltories, and yee fhall finde 
that it hath ever been fo. The firft man was {carcely come 
out of Gods hands, and created after the Jikenetle of his 
maker, when Satan tempted, feduced, overthrew , and! 
plunged him into an Ocean of evillsand woes, Then 
he might have wept, bzcaufe ALany are the evills of the 
Righteovs. Look how foon he is calt down to the ground’ 
by Satans malice, he is as foone lifted up by the mighty 
power of Gods hand, and the mercifull promile of the 
feed of the woman: Thenhe might have fung for joy,. 
becaufe the Lord delivereth bine ont of them all... 

The promife was a predittion of the viciflitude of e~ 
vills and of goods hered tothe Church. o Z wili (faith 
God tothe jerpent) pat exmitie betweene thee and the wo- 
man and betweene thy feede and her feede : It fhall bruife thy 
head, and thou fhalt bruifehis beele. Thefeede of the wo- 
| many is efus Chrif the righteous, andthe Church of righ- 
| teous men with himand under him. The ferpe ng a 
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bruifethe Churches heel : Many are theEvills ofthe Righ- 
tcous. The feed of the woman fhall bruife his head: Bat 
| the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 
| pCain, killing Abe! his righteous brother,caufed a heart- p Geng 8. 
breaking forrow to his righteous parents, Adam & Exe: | ze, 
| B g | ) 5 
Many are the Evills of the Righteous. God gave them ano- 
ther feede in ftead of Abe! whom Caiz flew, and they 
called him Seth ; But the Lorddelivereth him out of them all. 
When the world was drowned in adeluge of waters, 
Noah was conftrained to fee allhis kindred , and allthe 
children of God overwhelmed by the flood , andto lie 
| prifoner in the Arke with his familie, 4 the {pace of a | q Gen.8.13 
| yeare among all kind of beafts,to fave his life : Many are 
the Evills of the Richteous. At the yeares end Godremem- 
bred him, & drying upthe waters , brought him out of 
that captivitie , and'eftablifhed a new covenant with | r Geng.s. 
him : But the Lord delivereth him out of them all, 

í Abraham,obey ing Gods calling,left his country, his | £ Gene 
“kindred, and fathers houfe , and went out , not know- ae aiii 
| ing whither hee went: hee {ojourned in the land of prc- i 
| mile, as in aftrangecountrey, dwelling in tabernacles, 
| which hee removed from one nation to another, from 
| one kingdome to another people : His wife was twice 

ravihed : the countrey people abufed him: his nephew 
. Lot rewarded his good deeds withunthankfulnes : with 
allthis, his wife was barren , and hee had no children: 
Many are the Evillsof the Righteous. In the middeft of his 
_affliGtions , as it were in the fit of an ague , God gave | t Gen.24 
him flocks, and heards, and filver,and gold,and camels, | 3% 
and alfes and men-fervants, and maid fervants , in fo 
greata number , thatv he armed of his fervants borne | v Gen,14. 
in his owne houfe,three hundred andeighteene for the | 14. 
refcuing of Lot . * God fufferedno man to doe him wrong, he | * Phal, 105 
rebuked Kings for his fake, faying , Touch not mine anointed, | '*?'* 
and doe my Prophets no harme. Hee conttrained them | 


render him his wifeundefiled : he gave him afonne in 
S 2 his 
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his old age to make him laugh. But the Lord delivereth 

him out of themall. 

y Gen. 15. God prophecied to Abrahans, thaty his feed fhouid be 

TAYY l@ stranger in a land that was not thers and Jhould ferve them, 
andbe afflitted by them fourehuncred yeares. Soit was: And 
fo was averred this {aying of David; Many are the evills 
of the Righteous. Wearealfothe prophecie of the Cata- 
trophe ; And alfo that nation whom they fhall-ferve , will I 
indge : and afterward fhallthey come out with great fubfiance. 
So wasitallo: Butthe Lord delivereth him out of them ail. 

When the people had taken pofletfion of the Land 
of promife flowing with milke and hony ,. how many 
times were they beaten, vanquifhed, fubdued, opprelfed 
by the Philiftines , Amorites , Moabites, and other 
neighbors ! Many are the evills of the Righteous: They 
eryed to God, and he heard their requelts; hefent them 
men clothed with his Spirit, which delivered them ; he 

i gave them as many dayes of peace, as they had of warre : 
But the Lord delivereth bim out of all. - 

Ye have heard in what troubles, in. what dangers, in 
what difquiet and perplexities David lived a great While 
after he wasanointed King of Ifrael sand what affli@i- 
ons hehadin his owne familie: ye knowalfo what was 
theevent of them all, and that he fpake by his owne ex- 
perience,whe: hef-id Many are the evils of the Righteous, 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all, A 

Ye have read the promife wich God made to David; 

a Pral.89, faying, è Jf hts children forfake my Law, and walke not in my 
30031522, |indgements : If they breakemy ftatutes, audkecpe not my com- 
33234. mandements : Then will L vifite therr traz [grefion with the rod,. 
| and their iniquitie with ferspes : Nevertheleffe my loring kind- 

neffe will I not utterly take from him, nor faffer my faiithfulnes 

to fail: my covenant wilt 1 not break nor alter the thing that is 

goneout of my lips. Thence it was, that Davids children 

were often cha‘tened, ever delivered; that good Kings 

fucceeded bad 5 thar many affitions were followed 

With 
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with notable deliveries; that feventy yeares of captivitie 
endedin a moft glorious and wonderfull libertie sthat 
the foure hundred yeares following, had fadnetfe feafo- 
ned with joy, teares mingled with Jaughter, f{peares 
changed into lithes , {words beaten into mattockes 5 
| prayers in the time of perfecution ending in thankefgt- 
ving for peace ; untill the land being deltitute and void 
of righteous men, vomited out for ever and ever all her 
inhabitants: for wherefoever are righteous men, there 
Many are the evills of the Righteosts, . . 
But the Lord delrvereth him out of them all. 

TIT. The Chriftian Church hath fucceeded both to 
the evills and deliveries of the Church of Irael and of 
Iuda,as the Lord himfelfe hath experimented in his own 
perfonsand hath forewarned us: > He was put to death in 
the fle: Many are the.evills of the Righteous. He was quick: 
ned by the Spirit : The Lord delivereth him out of them all.He 
faith to us, € Verely, verely,/ fay unto you, that yee fhall weep 
and lament, but the world [ball reioice: And yee fhall bee for- 
rowfull, but your forrow fhallbe turned into ioy. Ye fhall bee 
forrowfull, becaufe many are the evills of the Righteous: 
your forrow fhallbe turnedinto joy, becaufe the Lord de- 
livereth him cut of them all. 

l have declared to you how many evils the Chriftian 
Church fuffred at divers times by ten bloody perfecuti- 
ons, by faile brethren, by the wicked herefie of Arrras.But 
by divers meansthe Lord delivered her out of them all. 

Atlatt,the Antichrift is come,according to the Scrip- 
tures ; and the prophecie of the revelation concerning 
d the two wituelfes of God,hath been ‘fulfilled : where it is 
faid; that the bea? that alcendeth out of the bottcmleffe pit, 

ball make warre againf? them , and Jhall overcome them , 
and kell then; that their dead bodies Jhall le ia the frreet 
of the great Citie three dates and a balf, that the people and na- 
tions fball fee them,and fhall not {uffer them to be putin graves; 
that they that dwell upon the earth , fhall reivice over them, 
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and make merry,and fhal fend gifts one to another, becaufe thefe 


two Prophets torm:nted them that dwelt on the earth: That 
after three dayes andan halfe,the Spirit of life from God,entred 
into them: and they flood upon their feet , and great feare fek 
‘apon them which Jaw them, and they a[cended up to heaven ina 
cloud,and their enemies beheld them. Alas ! what evils hath 
not the beat practıifed againft thefe two witnefles , a- 
gainftthe little handfull of thofe which profetfed the 
Gofpel of Chrift ? How often hath fhe fought , vanqui- 
fhed, killed them ? How often alfo hath God raifed them 
from the dead in their fucceflors ? what was this laf 
peace of France, but a moft wonderfull refurretion? 
The world for the firft draught filleth a cup of good 
wine; but after that,it giveth nothing to drinke but poi- 
fon of dragons, and the cruell venome of afpes. Con- 
trariwife thee Lord Iefus giveth the beft wine laft. Hee 
F maketh fore,to bind up : he woundeth,to make whole, 
s He killethsto make alive : Hee bringeth men downe to 
the grave, that hee may bring them up againe. Weeping 
h may endure for a night ; but finging cometh in the morning, 
i They that fow in teares fhall reap in toy.He that goeth forth, 
and weepeth, bearing precious feed,fhall doubtleffe come againe 
with reioycing bringing bis foeaves withhim. As in Mulicke 


| contrary voices give a pleafant found, &by a difcordant 


concord make a moft delectable harmonie:So thefe al- 
| terationsand interchanges ofevill & good in our lives, 
_make the pleafures more acceptable,;when God fendeth 
‘them ; when,after that the righteous man hath beene 
faken and tofled with afflictions, 
The Lord delivereth him out of them all. 

IIIJ. He which doeth this worke,is the LO RD: 
his workeis deliverance :he whom hee delivereth,is the 
righteous man: TheEvils out of which hedelivereth him, 
are all the evils which befall him. Adde to thele,the snaner 

| how, and the time whenhe delivereth the righteous man 
~out of all his evils,& ye fhall have fix principal! heads of 
doctrine! 
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dodtrine to be handled in the expofition of the fecond 
part of this text. 
V. Thedeliverer of the Church isthe L O R D:The 
Hebrew word isIE HOV A H,which is Gods Name. 
The ufe of names is to put diftinction betweene things 
thatare of one kind : and therefore when /aceé asked of 
God what was his Name, he rebuked him, faying,where- 
fore! isit that thou doeft aske after my Name? Thelews fay 5 
that he would nor tell him his Name, becaufethetongue 
of a mortall man neither fhould, ner can expretfeit, For 
that fame caufe, fay they,when Manoah Samfons father 
defiredto know his Name, hetepretfed his curiofitie 
with this anfwer,™ Why askef? thon after my Name; feeing 
it 15 wonderfull? But to {peak properly,he hath no Name, 
becaufe heeisalone, and thereareno other gods-with 
him: His Name is his owne felfe; and therefore won- 
derfull above all wondering: And fo'he would have Za- 
‘cob and Maneah who tooke him for one ofthe Angels, 
to think of him.: | 12, A gawaa gues 
But when Mofès asked by: what name hee fhould call 
him, when he fhould {peak of him unto the children of 
Hrael ; he commanded him to fay unto theni, E H-EJE 
nihath fent me unto you: which word in our Bibles istran? 
flated,Z,.4 AT: In the greeke of the Septuagint,'O sv, He 
that is: which Pato learned in Syria,& called him To oy, 
That, which is: Itis the firft perfon: of thefuture tenfe, 
and may betranflated, He that fhallbew 20 riu inay 
__ God {pake furtherunto Mofes; Thus hale thou fay uni 
the Children of Ifrael; TE HOV AH. , the God of your fa- 
thers,the.God of Abraham , the God of Ifaac, and the God of 
Iacob bath fent,me unto you : This ts my Name for ever , and 
thisismy Memoriallantoall ages. So God called himfelfe, 
‘and fo 4 Mofes namedhiim to the peoplejand'to t Pharao: 
who hearing the Name which he never heard before, 
an{wered. Whois TEHOVAH 2 Ikaow nor EH OV AHS 
and fo defpifed God, whom by this new: name he judg- 
ed 


- 


n Exod.3 
14, 


o Ium, Cow 
hortat.ad 
Grate 014 
p Exod. 3. 
T? 


IO AS e 


136 


OR TT, 


£ Biblioth, ls. 
1 part Xe 
cap.5. Apud 
Iudaos Mo- - 
fes å Deosqui 
vocetur - 

I AOÇ accep- 
tas leges da- 
re pre fe fe- 
rehat, 

t Clemen: 
Stromlib.§ 


ve 
Å. 


E 
v Inft.co- 

| hortatad u 

| Gratoss ` 


Sz rRMON VI. 


ed tobe anew God; though the Name was not new, 
but was from the beginning known to the Church, and 
God ferved by it. 

Therefore the Iewes are too fuperftitious,when they 
maintaineitto be fo fecret, that no man can; andif any 
could,nonefhould be to bold as to pronounceit. How 
it was pronounced,it is hard to tell: but thatit was pro- 
nounced,we know by the relation of Pagans: for how 
could í Diodorus Siculus know that the God of thelewes 
was called I A O, if hee never heard that Name ? And 
who doubteth,but the Latin Name 1 O WIS, whereby 
the Romans worfhipped the God of gods,was taken. 
from this NameI EHO VA H,whichthey pronounced 
as we would dosif it were written [O WIS ? & it may 
bethat the Hebrewes pronounced [HOW A, andnot 
IEHOV AH. Surely t Clement Alexandris. thougha 
Chriftian, mifcarried,as well as Diodorus Siculusa Pagan, 
both in the writing :& in the proniciation; when tranf- 
pofing theletters, he {aith,chat the name of fourelet- 
ters which the Priefts did beare on their foreheads, was 
AON. Jn. á 
a Vix Buthe hitteth the marke when he writeth, that 


u | thatiNáme lignifiesas.much as 6 dv,nol eoouevoe,2. hethat | 
#8; and that foal be: God calling himfelfe fo , notto de- 


fcribe his eflence, whichis infinite andincomprehenfi- 
ble, but, as v #/tix obferveth, to make an oppolition be- 
tween himfelfe, and all other gods, which have no be- 
ing at all, In our Bibles out of the Greek it is turned 
LORD. ‘Inthe French Bibles itismolt properly tran- 


flatedE TERN ALL, becaufe, though no name can 


expreffe the effence of the leaft and moft contemptible 
of allthe creatures, farre leffe of the glorious Majeftie 
of the Creator; yet it telleth us,that God hath an eternall 
being of himfelfe, and fo leadeth ustothe conlideration 
of theeternitie of his being. 


E liy 57 | . Efaiah faith, that * he enbabiteth eternity : and hee faith 
of 
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of himfelfe exclufively to all chofe wch are called gods! T| 1 EG 44.6, 


| am the firfty Lam the lajt, > befides me there isno God. For 
this caule John callshim,™ He which i,.rhich was, which 
is to come: He which was without beginning - " Before the 
mountains were brought foorth, ere ever thou hadft formed the 
earth, and the world, even from everlafting to everlaf?ing thon 
art. God: He whichis without alteration : for ° ~:th bimis 
no variableneffe, neither fladow of turning: And which ts to 


Efa.48.13. 
m Rever.4e 
n Pfal.go. 


2a 


o [am.1.17 


come withoutend : P Of c/d haji thon laid the foundation of | » Pid.103 


the earth, and the heavens are the workes of thy bands: They 
| Jhallperifh, but thou Jhalt endure, ye2,2il of them fhall waxe old 
| dike a garment : as a vefture fhalt thon change them , and the 
{hall echanged : But thon art the fame, and thyyeares {hall 
havenoend. And therefore he calleth himielfein a moht 
proper fenfe,1 am : for neither lofeth hee any thing by 
the time which is pak : neither gaineth he any thing by 
that whichis to come ; but is ever like unto himfelfe, is 
ever prefent with himfelfe, having an eternall being of 
himfelfe, from himfelfe,in himfelfe,to himfelfe. 
Itisalfo the nameofhis almighty power , whereby 
| he giveth beingtoall things.  Whobath meafured the wa- 
ters in thehollow of bis hand, and meted out heaven witha 
_fpanne, and comprehended the duft of the earthina meafure, 
; ana weighed the mountains in foales, and the hills in a balance ? 
Have ye not knowne? have ye uot beard? hathit not bin told 
yor from the beginning? have ye not underftood from the foun- 
_ | dation of the earth ? It is he that fitteth upon the circle of the 
| earth and the inhabitants thereof are asa graffebopper : he that 
Stretcheth out the heavens at a curtain, and fpreadeth them out 
| as a tent to dwell in; that bringeth the Princes to nothing ; that 
maketh the Indges of the earth as vanity. 
Moreover, itis the Name of his fidelity , conftancie, 
| and truth in all his promifes, threatnings, commande- 
ments, exhortations, words,deeds. {For the LO R Dof 
hoaftes hath purpofed,and who fhall difannull it? And his hand 
| ís fretched ont, and who fhallturne it backe ? And therefore 
f T when 
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when he was to deliver his people out of the bondage 
of Egypt, according to his promifes made to Abra- 
ham,lfaac,and Iacob, hefaid unto Mofes,:1 amthe LORD : 
and Lappeared unto Abraham,uuto Taac,and unto Iacob > by 
| the name of God almightie ; but by my name IE HOVAH 
| was I not knowne to them. Notbut they knew him, and 
worlhipped him with that Name , as you may reade in 
their lives: but he fpeaketh ofan experimentall know- 
ledge, and faith,that they knew him not, becaufe in their 
time he had not given a reall being to the prmifes which 
he made them : which when he did by AZfes , and had 
led his peoplethorowthered fea, they fang, Y The LORD 
is aman of warre: the LORD is bis Name.where his Name 
IEH OV AH,isturned LOR D., For that caufe,when 
he threatned to {mite all the firft botnin theland of Æ- 
gypt,and promifed to {pare his owne people, hee faid,x7 
am the LORD. Forthefame caufe, the Prophets or- 
dinarily begin and end their prophecies of promifes,& | 
ofthreatnings,faying;7The LO R D bath fpoken, the mouth 
of the LORD hath fpoken. Whereunto | doubt not but 
David had regard, when he faith,that the LORD delive. 
reth the righteous man out ofall his evils: He hath pro-, 
mifed to deliver him, faying,y Becau{e he hath fet his love 
upon mee, therefore will I deliver him : Iwill fet him on high, 
becanfe he hathkuowne my Name : Hefhall call upon mec, and 


| Twill anfivere him: I willbe with him in trouble: Twill deliver 


hin, and honour bim: With long life will I fatisfie him, and 
Jhew him my falvation. He isthe LOR D,and will per- 
forme his promife :* God es zot a man that hefhould lie; nei- 
therthe fone of man that he Should repent : hathhe faid, and 
Jhallbe not doett ? or, hath he poken, and fhall he wot make it 
‘good ? Pary pis. j wo 

$ WII, In this Name then ate comprehended all the 
qualities required in’ him who challenges the title of a 
‘Deliverér, Heis All-wife ,All-mighty , All-ri ghteous ; 


. PVC nk TEREN rn Vee 
i All. good s All-wife <a Hee Yelleth: the number of the 


P a frarres ‘| 


a, ee ce = 


i of the Lords Deliveries. 


ftarres: becalleththem all by their Names : Great is our Lord, | 
and of great power : his nnderftanding ts infinite: How much 
more knoweth he the piots of ourenemies,& our evils? 
b Though the LORD be bigh, yet bath he re[pett unto the Low- | 4 Piar 38. 
dpb the prond he knowethafarre of. é. 
Almighty, without a peere in heaven among the An- 
gels,in earth among the molt dreadfull creatures, as the 
Church fingeth :¢ For who in heaven can bee compared unto | c Pfal.8g. 
the LO R D? who, among the fonnes of the mighty, can bee | 6,8,911,13 
likened untothe LO R D? OL OR D God of Hofts,who us a 
firong LO R D like unto thee? or to thy faithfulnefe round 


e e gp 


° 


about thee? Thou rulef? the raging of the fea : when the waves 

thereof arife, thou ftilleft them: The heavens are thine, the 

earth alfo ts thine : As for the world , andthe fulneffe thereof, | 

thouhaft founded them: Thouhaft a mighty arme , [trong ts coer | 

thy hand, aud highs thy right hand. When wee complaine, 2 | 

| 

O LOR D,the flouds have lifted up their voice : the flouds | 344. 

lift up their waves ; we are taught to comfort our felves, 

| and to fay,The L O R D,who son highs mightier than ma-| | 

| ny waters: yea,than the mighty waves of the fea. 

| All-righteows for ¢ the L O R D executeth righteonfuefe | © Palto 3. 

| and indgement for all that are oppref[ed. 16, 

| _ Allgood, and moft willing to deliver us: for he is the 

LORD our God. £ The mighty God, even the LORD, hath | £ Pfal,so.1, 
wards us, he is reconciled with us through the blood 
of the crofle of his deare Sonne: Our caufe is his caufe. 
Wee are perfecuted for righteoufnetle fake: Righteouf-|  - 
neffe is the daughter of God. Weare perfecuted forthe} IS 

i 'Gofpel; The Gofpel is:hisword, Weare perfecuted for i 
Chrifts fake: Chrift is his Sonne,his deare Soone , his 
onely Sonne. I {ay then, that he is A//-wi/é, and can: All- 
mighty, and may : All-good, and will deliver us, Whatlo- 
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and make our moane to God, 3 The flouds have lifted up, | 4 Pfal,g3 
| ypoken, faying, J am'Godłeven thy God : hee is appeafedto-| 7- 
e a jo . j s 
ever heis,heeisitto us, andfor us; becaiife heeis the 
LORD ow God: Hee hath delivered all oùr fathers & 
Ia predeceffors: 
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: predecelfors.8 Our fathers Maith David,trufted ia thee : they | 


rrufted in thee, and thou didft deliver them: He will alfo de- 
liverus. And therefore every righteous man prayeth, 
h Remember mee, O LOR D, with the favour that thou beas 
reft unto thy people: O vifit mee with thy falvation, that I may 
fee the good of thy chofer, that I may reivice inthe gladneffe of 
thy nation, that Imay glory with thine inheritance, 
IIX. Hereisthe comfort, hereis the confolation of 
the Church, and ofevery righteous man in her, that| 
God heareth their prayers, and delivereth them, even 
then,and namely then when they are forfaken ofall men, 
Iacob was alone when he fled from his fathers houfe; be- 
caufe his brother E/zz had vowed to kill him. Thenthe 
Lord appeared unto himin a dreame, and faid unto 
him, i Behold, am withthee, andwillkeepethee in all places 
whither thou goeft, and will bring thee againe into the land:: for 
I willuot leave thee, untill I have done that which I have {po- 
ken to thee of. David complaineth , that bee was defolate 
and ee : yethee feeketh comfort in the affurance 
ef Gods afsiftance, and faith 5! When my. father and my: 
nsother forfake me, thenthe LO R D. will take me up. What 
extremitie was the Church broughtinto, under the per- 
fecution of the cruell Tyrant Antiochus Epiphaness> who 
corrupted by flatteriesfuch as did wickedly againft the 
covenant,and afflicted thefe which were upright, fo cru- 
elly, and fo puilfantly,that there was none to help them? 
Then the Church prayed, " O God, why haf? thou caf? ns 
off for ever ? why doth thine anger fmoake againf} the fheepe of 
thy pafture? Then Sion faid againe, ° The LORD bath 
forfakei me,andmy LORD bath forgotten me. Then the 
Lord anfwered agains, Cava woman forget ber fucking 
child, that fhe fhouldnot bave compaffion on the foune of ber 
wombe ? yea,they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. For 
then was fulfilled that Prophecy of Daniel: p At that 
time {hall Michael ftand.up, the great Prince which fiandeth 
forthe children of thy people; and there fhallbe a time of a 
e, 
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ble, fuch as never was fince there was anation , even to that 
fame time: andat that time thy people fballbe delivered, every 
one that fhallbe found written ix the booke. Who is this Afi- 
chael? who like unto God? who but our Lord Iefus 
Chrift, the great Prince which ftandeth and figh- 
teth for his people,when they can neither ftand nor fight 
for themfelves ? | 

Was it not hee which cryed from heaven to Sasal, 
q Saul, Saul why perfecuteff thou me? When anhoftecame 
fromthe King of Syria,and compalfed the Citie of Do- 
than where Eli/ba was,to take him, his fervant was affrigh- 
ted, and faid, € Alas! my mafter how fhal! we doe? But w 
anfwered, Feare not : for they that be with ws, are moe than 
they that be with them. After thefame manner, when the 
king Hezekiah was brought by Senacheribs army to fuch 
a pinch,that he was conttrained to inclofe himfelfe with- 
in the walls of Ierufalem forthe fafetie of his life, all his 
kingdome being taken from him, and having no power 
to reflift;fortified himfelfe in the Lord his God,and heart- 
ned his people,faying ,{ Be firong and courageous, bee not 
afraid, nor di[maid for the King of Affyria, nor for ali the mal- 
titnde that ís with him , for there be moe with us, then with him, 
With bim is the arme of fle , but with us is the LORD otr 
God ta helpe us, and tofight onr battells. Yeefeea good and 
godly king : fce alfoa good and godly: peoples Ard the 
peoplerefted themfelves upon the words of Hezekiah king of 
Juda. i.e. notwith{tanding their weakeneffe and fewnetle, 
they jeaned upon God,and were delivered, ` 

S. Panl with good reafon did ccmplaine of all his fol- 
lawers 5 thatat his frit anfwer before Nero, t No maz 
fiood with him, but allmen forfooke him. Was he for that de- 
{ticute, and lef: alone? Notwithffanding , faith he, the 
Lord ftood with me, andfirengthened me, And therefore 
when he faw all the powers cf hell, and allthe malice of 
the earth uncoupled after poore Chriftians , hee defied 
them,faying, Y If God be for us, who can be acainft ws? E- 
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‘very. as David faide The LOR Dis my light, and iny fal- 
vation, whom Jhall 1 feare ? The LORD 1s the fireagth of my 
Life, of whomjhall Ibe afraid? though an hofte fhould encampe 
againft me, my heart fhallnot feare : though warre Jhould rife 
again? nee, inthis will I he confident : and as Jefus Chritt 
faidtohis Dictiplesjy Ye fhall leave me alone and yet I am 
not alone, becaufe the Father is with me. He is notalone,who 
hath God with him. 

IX, Senacherib was mad, when hee fent Rabfbakeh to 
bla{phemethe Lord,and to fay tothe inhabitants of leru- 
falema: Beware leff:Hezekiah perfwade you, faying , The 
LORD willdeliver'us, cc. Hath any of the gods of the nati- 
on delivered hes land out of the band of the King of Affjria? 
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the 
gods of Sepharuaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of 


| #y-baud? who are they amongft all the gods of thefe lands, 


that have delivered their landout of my hand that the LORD 
Should deliver Jerufalem out of my band? But the Lord an- 
Swered him, ‘> whom haf? thou reproached and blafphemed? 
vind ayainft whom haft thou exalted thy voyce’, and lifted ‘up 
thing éyes on high? even againft the holy One of Ifrael; ec. 
Becaufe thy rageagaimft me, and thy tumult ts come up into 


| mine cares, therefore will Iput my hooke inthy nofe, andmy 


bridle in thy lips, and Iwill turne thee backe by the way by which 
thou-cameft. (Then Hexeksah might have ferved himin his 
owne diths and asked him ; Whereis Vifroch the god of 
Aflyria.2 hath he delivered theeout of the hands of the 
Lord our God ? Nebuchadnezzar was {fo furious, and be- 
fides himfelfe, thatin hisrage he asked of Shadrach, Me- 
fobab, and Abednego, © Who ts that God that fhall deliver yon 


out of myhantds? They anlwered, Onr Godwhom wee ferve 


isableto deliver us: andhee learned erelong to fpell that 
letfon, and to fayy There ts none other God that car deliver 
after this fort. a han . 


, 


‘|o2 a France, he Papilts feeing our {carcitie and needinefs, 
|-fack of men, Jack of tteafurés whiich'are the finews of the 
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warre, did caftin our teeth that we nad but God forall 
| kind of pottages, ż. for all purpofes : for men, God ; for 
treaures, God; for holds and fortretfes, God ; for all 
helpe, for all reliefe,;God. O Lord, 4 remember this, that 
the enemy hath reproached the LORD, and-that the foolifh peos 
ple bath blafphemed thy zame. O the good pottage , O the 
excellent re(torative, wherein the principall ingredient 
is God, wherein God is the onely ingredient !¢ for who 
ts God, fave the LO RD ? or who isa. rocke.;. fare onr God? 
The fouldiers'relye upon the warinetle and) Watchful- 
nelfe of their Captaine. The flock fleepeth in peace un: 
der the ftaffe oftheir Shepheard, Patlengers, which faile 
in great waters,are without feare under the ‘protection 
and care ofa well-experienced” Pilét. Little: children 
dread no illewhen they are faft by theirfathersy >.. 630 | 
‘We fight under the Srandard’of him ; who. is f the, 
LORD of bofts. Aatigonus king of Syria, being ready to. 
give battell by fea, hard by the Ihe called: Andros, an{we- | 
red to one of his men,.who advertifed himsthat his ene- | 
| mies had moe fhips than hey & For bow many fhips'recko=| ¢ plutarch 
neft thon me? for thedignitie of theGenerall is much to | m Pelopida. 
be efteemed, when it is forted with prowelfe and expe- 
rience. Where is there prowelle, where experience, if it. 
benotin God ?. h He zs wifein heart,and mighty in frenge 
who hath bardved bimfelfe asain him X and hath protbered ? 
Therefore when our enemiesthreaten us with ‘theirar-| 
mor & armics, we fend them the defiance of the ancient’ 
Church, i Affociate your felves, Oye people , aud ye {hall bee 
brokenin pecces i giveeare, allyeiof farre comatrias: gird:your 

| felvassand ye fhall be broken in picces:gird your felues, & yefhall 
| be broken ra pieces:take counfell together, ain it flill come to 
( 
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Hough peak tht sord,and itfhall not fand ; for God ds with us. 


We are his fheepe, and he is the {hepheard, k the kee- | | balan 
per of Ifrael which hall neither fsmber nor fleepe: of whom) | 4, : Ae. 
and to whofe etermalhglory jwe (ing iTe LORD his tay \\ Piali. 
fozpleard, Kball notwiazt : he maketh nie to lie downe in greene | 1323334 

aftures : 


ee nk a ae 
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e hn n a 
pafures: he leadeth mebefide the fiih waters: bee reftoreth my i 
| fowle: he leadeth me in the paths of righteouneffe for his names 
fake. Yea, though T walkethrongh the valley of the [hadow of 
death, Iwillfeare no cuill: for thon art with me, thy rod and | 


Od 


PEP | thy ftaffe they comfort nse. 
M 4e] Theskitfe wherein we fayle, ishis. Therefore will we not 


One feare, though the earth be remooved, and though the moun- 
taines be carryed into the middeft of the fea, though the wa- 
ters thereof roare,and be troubled, though the mountains {hake } 

` [withthe fwelling thereof: Godisin the midft of ber: {hee fhall | 
not be mooved : God fhall helpe her right early: the LORD of 

n Mat, % hofts is with us : the God of lacob zs our refuge. Selah» When 

“4225320 | che winds blow hard, whenthetempeft arifeth, andthe 
waves cover her, ifwe cry to him, hewillarile, and re- 
buke the winds & the fea ,andthere hall be a great calm. 

} Weare his children: heis our father, lying harde by 

o Luk.11.7./ the doore of his ownehoufe, waking when wee fleepey 
>- | hearing us when we cry,rifing {peedily to helpe us when 
we-callupon him. Andthereforein our diltretfe wee cry 

unto him, P Looke downe frombeaven , and behold fromthe 

p Ela.63. | habitation of thy bolinef[e, and of thy glory : where is thy xeale, 

| E5316. and thy ftrength, the founding of thy Smile. and of thy mer- 

cies towards me? are they refrained? Donbtleffe thou art our 
Father, though Abraham be ignorant. of ns, and Ifrael ac- 
knowledge us not : Thou,O LO R D, art our Father : our Re- 
deemer È thy name from everlafting. 

X. Our Redeemer is his name, and his onely. 4 Sal- 

r Pfal.z.3, | Vation belongeth nntothe LORD : all his deliverances are 

| r Efag3. | either temporall falvations from the evill of afflicti- 

11913 on, or eternall falvations from the evill of finne: In 
{Dan,3.29; the oneand other fenfe isthattrue which he faith," Z, 
t Pfal.s.12| even L am the Lord, and befide me there is no Saviour : for as 
= Plal 2a. none can deliver ont of bis hand, {o ‘none can deliver ashe can. 
nr t Hecompalfeth the righteous with favour, as with a 

| y Pfad. gr.| fhield: he v is frezgthto him that is weake , * a refuge for 

| 29. ithe opprefled, ¥ « fortreffe for thofe which are perfecuted, 

| | 
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a foadow to thofe whichare fun-burnt with afflictions, a 
moft pleafant, trong, and well furnifhed habitation to 
thofe which are exiled for righteoufnetle fake. To him 
onely belongeth that which David faith , 2 The Lord is 
my rocke, and my fortreffe, and my deliverer : my God, my 
Strength, in whom Iwill truf : my buckler,and the horne of my 
falvation, and my high tower. 

His deliveries are not palliative cures, eafing for a 
while,and not healing altogether; nor anodins, taking 
away for fome houres all fenfe of paine, and not the 
paine it felfe. They are falvations , and as it were refur- 
rectionsfrom among the dead. > Hedelivereth and refcn- 
eth, and he worketh fignes andwonders in heaven and in earth, 
Such were the deliveries of J/rael out of the land of E- 
gypt, of David from Saul, of Hezekiah and Iofaphat from 
their enemies, of Shadrac, Mefhac, and Habed-nego, out 
of the burning furnace, of Daniel from the power of the 
Lions, of his people out of the captiuitie of Babylon; 
{fuch have ever beenethe deliveries of the Church; fuch 
was this laft deliverie of the Churches of Frzuce. 

XI. Having fucha Deliverer,fuch a Redeemer, fuch a 
Saviour, let us neither feare men, nor truft in them:yea, 
let us not feare the divell himfelfe. For the divell was 
not fo hardie, as to doe violence to € Tob, ord to enter 
into the {wine,without Gods leave : Thedivels ¢ are 
principalities and powers and [pirituall wickedneffe in high pla- 
ces, and yet we fhould not feare all their fpirituall and 
powerfull wickednes, becaufe God, who is our deliverers 
is f{tronger: Shall we then feare men which are borne, 
which live,which dye in weaknes ? What can the migh- 
tielt of them all doe without the Lord? what can they 
all doe again{t the Lord? If he be with us, if he be again(t 
them,who hall be againft us? who fhall be for them? 

What fearelt thou? their multitude and number? 
Ifthou haft received graceto fay with Dawid, the Lord 
fifteined me, thou halt alfo received grace to fay mi 
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him, J will nor be afraid of ten thoufands of people that have fet 
themfelves againft me. 

What feareft thou ? Their ftrength and great might? 
Could g the Giants which wereon theearth inthe dayes 
of Noah, keepe themfelves from the food of Gods 
wrath ? h The people of Ifrael feared the people of Ca- 
naan, becaufe thefe were men of great fature, and a- 
mong them were the Giants, the founes of Anak, and they 
were as grafhoppers compared to them. Then ofna and 
Caleb {aid to them), Feare not the people of the Land, for they 
are bread for ws : their defence ts departed from them, and the 
LORD 2 with us : feare them not. Conformably where- 
unto! Lofbuak cut off the Anaktms, and deftroyed them utter. 
ly with thesr cities, and there was none of them left in the land 
of the children of Ifrael. When Og king of Bafhan came 
again{t the people of lfrael with all his people, the peo- 
ple had occafion to feare: for Og was of the remnant of 
eyants: his bed-ffedwas of yron: the length thereof was nine 
cubits, and the breadth foure cubits, after the cubit of a man. 


'| But God faid to Mofes, Feare him not : for will deliver bim, 


1 Pfal,136. 
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and all hbis people, and his land into thy band, What did then 
all kis bignetfe and tallneffe availe him? Could it hin- 
derthe children of Ifrael from finging to God,! He flew 
famovs kings: for his mercy endureth for ever ; Sibon king of 
the Amorites : for his mercy endureth for ever ; and Og the 
king of Bafhan : for his mercy endureth foreuer? m When the 
Ifraelites faw the great and huge montfter Goli.th, the fraffe 
of whofe fpearewas like aweavers beame, and the head thereof 
weighed fixe hundred fh:kels of yron, they were difmayed, and 
greatly afraid. Bat David,ledwith another {pirit, faidto | 
Sanl, Let no mans heart fatlesbecanfe of him: thy fervant will 
goe, and fight with this Philifine: and he went with afling 
imhis hand zand with a Rone which he flung arhim, he 
flew him, according ashe had faid, " The Lord faveth not 
with ford and fpeare : for the bttell is the LORDS. 
What-feareltthou ? their prudence} -their TENEN 
— i their 
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their flight and Mhifting devices? Feare not.° The Lord| o Palga. 
knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanitic. He blow- | +t. 


ethupon them,and they vanih away with their authors, 


For? there ts no wifedome,nor wnderftanding , wor counfell a-\P Pro.z1. 


gainft the LORD: 4 with him 1s wifedome and firength,be hath ` 
 counfell and underftanding : beleadeth counfellers away fpoyled, | 


and maketh the Indges fooles : be remooveth away the fpeech of | z; 


the truftic, and taketh away the underftanding of the aged: hee 
powreth contempt upon Princes, ana weakeneth the ftrength of 
the mightie. 
Finally, © be turneth man to deftruction,and faith, Returne 
ye children of men. And therefore he faith to his children, 
when they teare the power of his enemies, í Hearken nn- 
tome ye that know righteon{neffe, the people in whofe heart is my 


law : feare ye not the reproch of men either be ye afraid of their |- 


revilings : for the moth hall eate them up like agarment ; and 
the worme fhall eate them lke wooll: but my righteoufnes foal 
befor ever, and my falvation from generation to generation. 
Wickedand mighty men build their defignes upon the 
hope of long life, and learne not by fo many examples of 
the mortality of thegreatelt among men, that t the 
Lord bringeth the Princes to nothing, and maketh the Tad ges of 
the earth as vanity: yea, they fball not be planted: yea, they 
Joall not be [owen : yea , their ftocke foall not take roote in the 
earth: and he fball alfo blow upon them, and they {hall wither, 
aad the whirle-wind fhall take them away as ftubble. This was 
v Achabs trult, when hecommanded to put Micaiah in | 
prifon,and to feed him with bread and water of affliGi- 
on, untillhe came backe in peace : but Micaiah an{we- 
red with greatconfidence, /f thos returne at allinpeace,the | 
LORD hath not {poken at all byme. The wicked and malici- | 
ous Apoltate Inlan threatned the Chriftians,;whom hee | 
| called Galdleansin derifion, with manyevills and mif | 
-chiefes, as fooneas he fhould come bac ke from his expe- | 
dition againtt the Perfians, trufting inthe predictions of | 
the Magicians,and in the ambiguous oracles of his gods: 
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But the Chriltians feared him not, knowing that he was 


`| a mortall man, or, as Athanasius called him, Nabecula ci- 


to tranfitura, a cloud which is foone gone. Henry 1 1.King 
of France, faid that hee hould fee with his owne eyes 
Anne de Bourg burnt quicke : T hat fame day he received 
at the tilting a troake with a fpeare in the eye; whereof 
he died, His fonne Francis I [ereed the {catfold for 
the martyrizing of the Prince of Condé, Prince of his owne | 
blood. That fame night a paine in his eare killed him, | 
andthe Princeefcaped. | j 
For thefecaufes taken from Gods deliveries, & mens 
weakneile and mortality, God forbiddeth us tofeare 
men. * Feare thou not, (fath he) for L amwith thee: be not 
difmayed, for I am thy God : I vvill ftrengthen thee; yea, T 
willhelpe thee, yea, will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteoufnelfe : Bebold all they that were incenfed againft thee, 
hallbe afhamed and confounded: they Jhall be as nothing , and 
they that ftrive withthce,fhall peri, ee. for T the LORD thy | 
God will hold thy right hand; faying unto thee, Feare not, I will | 
helpe thee. Such exhortations and promifes are frequent 
in the Scripture, and upon them wee ground our felves 
when wee fearenot:men , yea,wee feeke comfort and 
firength againit feare,in Gods precedent deliveries. Of 
time paftwe fay with David, Y [called upon the LO R D m 
my diftreffe: The L O R D anfwered mee, and fet meina large 
place. Therefore wee conclude as hee did,for the time 
which is to come, The LORD is on my fide, will nat. feare: 
what can man doe mato mee ? 
XIII What then 2 hallwe be without feare ? Not fo. | 
a Say yenot, A confedericie to all them » to whom thik people 
feall fay, A confe leracie : neither feare ye therr feare, nor be a- 
fiaid + Santifiethbe LO R D of hoftes bhimfelfe, and let himbe 
your feare and him be your dread:. Feare normen, for? ve- 
rily every man at his beft fiate is altogether: vanity : Surely e= | 
very man walketh :navaine fhew : furelythey are difquieted | 
in vaise, FeareGod, of whom and to whom inven 
i aith | 
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faith, ¢ For asmuch as there is none like unto thee, OLOR D, 
| thowart great , and thy Name is great in might ; Who would 
| not feare thee,O King of Nations? for to thee doeth it apper- 
taine, for as much as among all thefe wife men of the nations, 
and inall their ksngdomes, there is none like unto thee. There- 
fore as Chrilt faid to his Difciples , fo fay wee to you, 
d Feare not themwhich killthe body, but are not able to kill the 
foule : but rather feare him whichis able to deftroy both body 
and foulein hell 
XL, As we fhould not feare men forthe caufesa- 
forefaid , fo fhould wee not fer the fame caufesput our 
truftin them, asitis written, Pat not your truf in Prin- 
ces, nor in any fon of man, in whomthere is no help. His breath 
goeth foorth , hee returucthto his earth: in that very day bis 
thoughts perifh. f l higth 
Firlk itis faid, Put not- your truft in Priaces: wherefore 2 
Arethey not ftrong, nightie, wealthie? Hath not God 
| faid of them, andto them, fZ have faid yeare Gods, and 
all of you are children of: the most High? Allthat is true, 
g God calleth thofe things-which be not y as though they were: 
They are gods,butearthly gods, but weake and morrall 
ods: towhom God faith alfo in that fame place, 5 But 
| yefballdie like men, and ye that are Princes Jhall fall lke ano- 
| ther. And therefore when in the vanity.of. their hearts 
| they dare call themfelves gods, God anfwereth them as 
he did the K.of Tyre,faying,! Thon art aman,and not God. 
|  Thatiscthe meaning of the words following, Nor iz 
any fonne of man: Thefonnes of men aremen: the Prin- 
ces are fonnes of men; they are men: And yee know, 
that’ thus. faith the Lord, Curfed bee the man that truftethin 
| men , and maketh ficfh his arme. Be faithfull to your Prin- 
ces: “4bey and keepe their commandements,, render to 
them their dues, tribute, cuftome, feare, honour; give 1 Mate. 22. 
| te Cefan that which is:Cefars. Pray. ro God for them: but | 21 
| givenot unto them, Gods tribute, Render notto any 
| creature the homage of trast, which is proper to God | 
Yg -` alone: 
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150 ! Sere on. VI. 
v | alone Hee can deliver, | 
But as for the {onnes of men, them there is no helpe. 
m Matt.6. | Though they bee called gods, none of them™ caw by 


their godhead adde one cabit. unto their ature,” nor by any 
meanes redecme their brother , nor giveto Goda ranfome for 
him. Yea, after that° Alexander the Great hath publithed 
abroad,that hee is fonne to Jupiter Hammon , when hee 
fhall feethe humor running downe from his wounds, 
he fhall be conftrained to fay, This is ĉ&iuæ,and not ix@e; 
the blood ofa man, and not of God ; and when he fhall 
0| {mell the Rink of his owne filth, hee fhallaske of his 
flattérers, The gods yéeld they fuch a fent? What gained 


27. 
n Pla.49.7 


o Plutarch. 


is Alexand. 


H 


P Marcellin. | P Sapor King of Perlia, by taking to himfelfe the proud 
1,17. titles of King of kings; Brother to the Sunne and Moone, Pars 


taker of the Starres? &c. whereis he now ? hath his pre- 

tended brotherhood with the Sunne and Moone, his 

confanguinitie with the ftarres delivered him from the 

grave, where now death feedeth on him ? Let Herod de- 

E _ | hight fora moment.in the fhouting and crying of his 
q Ad rz, 


flatrerers oT be voie of a God,and not of a man-by & by the 

22,23. | | worrnes {hall eatehim quick,and conftrain himto fay to 

eee __| his claw-backes ,* He whom yecalled God, endeth his 

ee lifelike men,and this immortal dieth. Let the Cano. 

Enfeb,up. | nits fawne onthe Pope, and fay thathe is neither God nor 

Etclef- lb. x, | mañ: he knoweth that heis the fonne of man yand wee 
an p know thathefis the man of fine ; & that there is no help, 

2. Cil. 


= that thereis nothing but perdition in him. Whar is man, 
t Pfal.Go, | but vanity ? ‘Sarely men of low degree are vanity; and men of 
v Pfal.éo, | bigh degree are a lie : Tobe laid in the ballence , they are alto- 
rri | gether ighter than vanitie. And therefore Y the helpe of man 
iš vanity,For this caufe God curfed the lewes when they 
trulted to Ægypt, faying,* Woe to them that goe dowre to 
AEgypt for help, and flay on horfes, and truft in charets be- 
caufe they are many: Now,the _AEgyptians ave menyand not 
God ; dnd their horfes flefb, andnot Spirit. then the Lord fhall 
\ Preech ost his hand, both he that belpeth,fhall fall; and hee thaz 
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1s holpen foall falldowne, and they all flrall faile together. 
What if man had power and wil to help ? for all that, 
truftnot in him : Hrs breath goeth foorth , hee returaeth te 
his earth: in that very day bis thoughts perifh : all his-defignes, 
& all the truk thou hadft in him,dieth wich him:for then |.. ., 
he cannothelpe himfelfe,and how fhouldhehelpthee?| | 
y Man,that is borne of woman is of few dayess and full of tron- | y Tob 14. 
ble: he commeth forth tike a flower and és cut dowue : he fiya | 1,2, © 
eth alfo.as a fhadow, and continueth wot. Wherefore*ceafe |? Bfa.z. | 
yefromman whofe breath is in his noftrils : for wherein is heto | 27°" > 
be accounted of, that ye fhould put your truftin him? 
- XLT. Mult we not truftin men which areliving, 
and which are with us, to helpe us ? Much letle fheuld 4 
wetruftinthem which aredead : > Their love; thee hatred, B Ecçlefg. 
theweivy,to meesto thee feverallyisnowperibed neither) “= c- 
havethey any mere portion. for ever in any thing that is done 
under the Sunne : © Their foxues come to hononr, and they know 
itwot: & they are brought low but they perceive it not of them. 
except not thote, even thote bleffed foules which |. 
enjoyia perfect felicitie in the vifion of God; ford they 
reft from their labours, and € are taken away from that which, 
is evill ; their felicitie conGilting in this „that their minds | 13. 
are filled with the perfe& knowledge of God , their | © F-52741 
hearts with hislove, and all the powers oftheir fouleare | __ 
ravifhed with a perpetuall meditationand contemplati- 
on of hisinfinite goodneffe, which is never diftra@ed| 
withthe difquieting cares of things which goe to and 
froin this valley of miferies,and world of vanitie. 
XV. In whom shen (hall wetrut? In whom,butin | 
the Lord? € [ris better to truf inthe LORD than to put confi- 
dence tz man : tt is better to trust inthe LO R D;thanto put 
coufidcnce in Princes. David fpeaking of the forefathers of 
|Gods people, faith of them,¢ Oar fathers trafted iv thee, 
? hey trufted ; and thou didft deliver them. Ofhimfelfe hee 
faith, b £ will both Lay mee downe ix peacesand fleépe «for thos 
ILOR D onely make? mee dwellin fofety: Thou so! ot 
Abra- 
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Memen Meee ANG 
Abraham, Ifaac, Iacob; not any Angell, any Archangell ; 
‘i Phl18, | not any diving among men.i Thou wilt fave the affiited 

oe people, but.wilt bring dewne high looks : Thou wilt light my can- 

dle; the LORD my God will lighten my darkues. And there- 

i PAA fore k mine eyes are ever towards the LOR D,not towards 

15, the Saints, nor the Angels. for he fhall pluckemy feet out of 

l Pfal.gz.s | thenet.: heis the health of my cowntenance,the helpe where- 

11. _._ |unto looke, azdmy God:™ whom have I in beaven? and 
lag "\there is none apon earth, that I defire befides thee. And 

n Phala: \thereforeheefaithagaine ," will liftup mine eyesunto the 
152, billes, from whence cometh my helpe, Say not,that thefehills 
arethe Angells or Saints ;forheaddeth, ALy helpe cometh 

_ , |fromthe LORD, which made heaven andearth : from the 

o Pfil.62.|LORDalone.° God hath [poken once, twice have Lheard 

11,12,  \thisythat power belongeth unto God: alfountothee,O LORD, 
belongeth mercy : Power and mercy, two qualities requi- 

red in our Redeemer, Deliverer, and Saviour, and belon- 

_ |ging-to God alone 3 who may deliver us , becaufe power 

p Pil, 46. |is his ; & willdeliverus, becaufe A alfo is his. P God 

I. is our refuge and ftrength, a very prefent helpe in trouble. ì 
q Pfal.ao.} Therefore let worldlings 9 tra? ix their chariots, and in 
7 their horfes:let Papiftstruftin Saints,in Angels,in Monks 

cowles, in merits. we will remember the Name of the LORD 

our God, that we may be bletled.For! bleffed is the man that 

z Herem37 | srifteth in the L ORD, and whofe hope the L OR D is. 

‘we XYI. Let us onely take heede that wee bee of thofe 
f Pro.18, | Whom the Lord delivereth, ‘The Name of the LO R Dis 
10. a ftrong tower : Therighteous runneth unto it, and ts fafe. The 
righteous man bath many evills , bur the L OR D delivereth 

HIM. Ytaughtyouin my firt Sermon the characters 

and true markes of a righteous man : If when thou art 
afflictted,thou faielt with David, that t the L a RD will be 

| a refuge for the oppreffed, a refuge in times of trouble, confi- 
esti. thay marke val oman ghra thefe oppreffed, 
to.whom the Lord is arefuge. Read thefe words follow- 

` ‘ling, And they that know thy Name, will put their traft in thee: 


fer 
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for thon LORD baft not forfakenthem that [eeke thee, ~ 
I have feen many in their affi@ion bragging of Gods 
predeftination, and faying, that Gods Elect cannot pe- 
rifh. That which they fay is true: for Gods Angell fore- 
warning Daniel of the great troubles wherewith the 
Church was tobe vexed by the Tyrant Antiochus Epipha- 
nes {aid unto him, v At that time thy people fhall bee delive- | v Daniz. 
red, every one that {hall be found written in the booke: And ye | 1 
reade in the Revelation , that* whofoever was not fonnd | > rey ao 
written in the booke of life, was caft into the lake of fire: as alfo | , 50 ont. 
ontheotherfide, that thofe onely enter into the holy 
City,” which are written in the Lambes booke of life. But |y Rev,11.27 
this predeftination is hid in the unfearchable fecrecy of 
Gods breaft, and many braggeof it, which have no part 
init. Therefore David will have us to enter into our 
owne brealts, and co fearch there the markes of our pre- 
deltination, which God hath fhut upin the unmeafura- j 
ble and infinite depth of his own breaft : for whom he did | 2Rom.8,30 
| predeftinate, them he alfo called ; giving theman effectuail 
and fanctifying knowledge of his moftbletfed and holy 
Name: fo that when he {aith to them , > Thon art my peo- 
plethey an{wer prefently,74e LORD zs my God.T his is to 
know God,and to {eeke God, and David faith, that the 
Lord is a refuge to the oppreffed,which know bis Name,and feek, 
him. i 
This isthe knowledge of faith, which taketh the 
blood of the Lambeof God , and ¢ befprinkleth our 
{foules with it : that k as when God faw the blood of the 
Pafchall Lambeupon the houfes where ithe Ifraelites | j Pet 1.2. 
were; he patled over them, and the plague was not up- |k Exod.12. 
on them,when he fmoteall the firt bornein the land of | 13- 
Egypt ;fo hee delivers us from the hands of our ene- 
mies, and the evils of this life, and ofthe life to come, 
by the vertue of that blood, according to the promife, 
L Asfor thee alfo, by the blood of thy covenant, I have fent\\ Zec.g.11- 
forth thy prifoners out of the pit wherein ts no water. ` 
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This faith ™ parifieth the hearts, it is the mother of u p- 
rightnefleand linceritie before God in the performance 
of all duties of the firft and fecond Table: andtherefore 
if thou lookeft for Gods deliverance, cleanfethy heart 
infuch fort, that thou may beeable to fay with David;. 
n My defence us of God, which faveth the upright in heart : for 
God :ndgeth the righteous, and God is angry every day againit 
the wicked. 

o From this knowledge, and faith unfained,commeth.|. 
charitie ;a vehement love of God, and of man for Gods 
fake : and therefore God defcribeth the righteous man 
whom he deliverethsby thofetwo-markes of knowledge, 
and of love, faying,p Becanfe be hath fet his love upon me, 
therefore willl deliver him : I will fet him on bigh,becanfe hee 
hath knowne my Name. il 

This love is conjoy ned with a great reverence and rea 


.{pectuous feareof God, and the keeping of his moft 
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holy commandemenrs in the fimplicitie of an upright 
life. Wilt thou then bee affured of Gods falvation? 
q Surely bis falvation ts nigh them that feare him. * The mer- 
cy of the LORD is from everlafting to everlasting upon them 
that feare him, and his righteouneffe unto childrens children to. 
fitch as keepe bis Covenant and to thofe that remember his com=. 
mandementsto doe them. £ The LORD preferveth the fimple.. 
Such righteous cannot with dry eyes behold the 
linnesof the world whereby God is exceedingly offen- 
ded :butthey mourne and weepe before God , and in 
their weeping havea moft fure marke of Gods love and | 
care towards them. When God turned the Cities of So- 
dom and’ Gomorrha into athes,.* He delivered the righre- 
ous Lot, whowasvexed with the filthy converfationof the 
wicked : for that righteous man dwelling among themn feemg 
and hearing, vexed bis righteous foule from day to day with 
their unlawfull deeds. When he was to deftroy ‘Terufalem, 
he gavecommandement to his Angell, Laying, ¥ Goe 
thorow the midft of theCitie , thorow the anaft of Diii 


An 
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andmarke a marke upon the foreheads of the men that figh ard 
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the middeft 
thereof. ; 

Ifthe righteous man figheth for the abominations 
that be donein the world, hee isno way acomplice in 
them: therefore God faid to E/yah, «Ihave left me fe- 
ven thorfandin Ifrael, all the knees which have not bowed nuto 
Baal,and every mouth which bath not kiffed him. 

If thefe markes of a righteous man be in thee,they are 
fufficient to make thee partaker of Gods deliveries: he 
looketh not to thy qualities which make thee to bee re- 
doubted or contemned among men. Y He delighteth not 
in the ftrength of the hor{e, be taketh not pleafure in the legs of 


aman:the LORD taketh pleafure in them that fear himin thofe. 


that hope in his mercy.2 The parh and fine linnen, fump- 
tuous and dainty fare, mulicke and dancing could not 
deliver the rich man from the tormentsof hell,becaufe he 
was wicked : Povertie, beggerie,nakednefle,pining fick- 
nelle could not barre Lazarusfrom the everlafting plea- 
fure: of Paradife, becaufe he was righteous. > The inte- 
gritie of the upright {hall guide them , but the perverfenefe of 


wrat 


but righteonfnelfe delivereth from death. The rightcouf- 


tran 5 amiga deftray them. Riches profit not in the day of 


x 1. King, 
19,'8. 


y Phl. r47 


IOIIe | 


a Luk.r6. 
19. 


b Pro.tt. 
3346: 


nefe of the upright Jhalldeliver them: but tranfgrefors [hall be | 


taken in their owne naughtinefe. 

XVII. Therighceoufneile of the upright delivereth 
him, not as acaufe meritorious of deliverie, asthe Pa- 
pifts would perfwadeyou, for it is {tained with many 
{potsand blemithes of finne, as yee havelearned in the 
fir fermon; but asa quality requifite in him whom the 
Lord will deliver :for if we feeke thetrue caufes of our 
deliveries, God faith firlt negatively, that © st is zot for 
our righteoufneffe: Next he faith affirmatively, thatit is 
d for bis owne Names fake, \f temporall deliverie from the 
evill of affliction come not from our merits, can eter- 
nall deliveriefrom finne and hell bee the merite of any 

X 2 mans 
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‘mans righteoufnelfe ?. The bread for which we {weat,be 
fore. we can: have it toeate, is the giftof God, and wee 
askeit of God in that qualitie: and fhallthe bread of life 
bethe reward of ambireling ? Nosna:¢ The gift of God is 
eterzalllifethrough Tens Chrift our. Lord, 

~ Tf Panilts fay,that David praieth,' ludgemc,O.LORD,ac- 
cording to my righteoufnel[e-, and according to mine integritie 
that is inme, and faith plainly, 8 Tée L Ô R D delivered me, 


| becaufe hedslighted in mee: The LORD rewarded'me ac-' 
\ cording to myrighteoufneffe : according to-the cleanneffe of my 


hands. hath he recompenfed me, oc. Anf{wer, that in thefe 
and fuch like places which are infinite, he declareth that 
he was inriched with the qualities, wherewith hee that 


.| Waites on the Lords deliverance, muft bee graced ;. but 


{peaketh nothing ofthe caufes of his deliverance,which 
intheendofthe 18, Pfalme, he acknowledgeth to bee 
Gods free mercy, faying, > Great deliverance giveth hee to 
his King, and fheweth mercy to his anoynted,to:David, and to 
his feed for evermore. And elfe-where confe(feth, that it is 
Gods righteou{nefle,and not his, when he prayeth thus, 
i _Aufwer.me.in thy righteoufneffe , and enter not intoindge- 
ment with thy [zrvant : for inthy fight fhallno man living be inm 
| ftefied. So he.forfaketh all merits, andasketh grace, 
when.in another part he prayeth, * O briag thou me 
out of my diftreffes : looke upon mine afflittion and my paine, |, 
and forgive all my finnes. Such prayers, are they: not.moft 
frequent in the Pfalmes? When the Papitt fingeth in the | 
Churcha de Profundis, if hee underftand what hee faith, 
will he notbe mooved to deny ail merits,when hecon- 
fidereth this prayer of righteous David ? 1 Lord, heare my 
| woice : let thine eares-be attentive to the voyce of my Sipplicati- 
ons:lf thou, LORD, Jhouldef mark sniquities,O Lord,who fhal 
ftand?. but there ws forgiveneffe with thee, that.thou mayeft bee 
feared. Let.I(rael hope inthe LORD: And why? becaufe for- 
| foothythere is a greatdeale of righteoufnetle in Ifrael. 
Notfos why then 2: becaufe.with the Lord there ts. mee; 
> W An 


| this excellent faying of the bleed Apoltle,'/ have fought 
a good fight, I have finifoed my courfé, I have kept the faith: 
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and with him is plentious redemption. Let us alfo acknow 
ledge and confeffe with heartand mouth, that™ it ts of 
the LORDS mercies that we are not confumed,becarfe his coms 
paffions-facle not. 

X I 1X. Though this dodtrine of the nullitie of the 
righteous mans merits, and ofthe efficacie of the faving 
mercies of our righteous God, bemofttrue, yet" it a 
righteous thing with God to deliver the righteous man, t. 
becaufe being iult by nature,° he loueth righteoufnelfe, and 
hateth wickedzeffe,and is as fenfible of the one to protect it, 
as of theotherto punifh it. p The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the righteous : and his eares are open unto their cry: the face of 
the Lord is againft them that doeevill, to cut off the remem- 
brance of thenafrom the earth. 

z. Becaufe the caufe for which righteous men fuffer, 


is his, and his rightecufneilecannot but moovehim-to |" 
| undertake the defenfe thereof, Vponthis foundation the 
Church made this prayer to God, 4 For thy fake are wee 


killed all the day long: we are counted as {heep for the flanghter : 
awake, why fleepeft tho#,O Lord? arife, caft ws not off for ever. 


3.. Becaufe he hath promifedto deliver the Å apii 


and itis apartof-his righteoufnelTe to keepe his pro- 
mife. Henceisthis prayer of David, t Deliver mee in thy 
righteoufneffe : £ anfwer me in thy righteoufnefes Hence is 


Henceforth there is laid up for mee a crowne of righteonfnefè, 
which the Lord the righteous Indge fhali give at thatday, and 
not tomeonely, bar unto them alfo that love his appearing. 
Sweety Bernard : How calleth he the crowue whichhee pre~ 
fumeth to be laid up for him, the crowne of righteonfnefe? Isit 
not becanfe that which is pronsifed gratis, of meere good will, ts 
asked righteoufly, and as a thing due? Finally, he faith, * [know 
whom I have beleeved, and I am perfwaded, that bee is able to 
keepedepolitum meum , that which I have committed wato 
him, He calleth Gods promifè his depoft , and becatfe he belee- 
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158 Sermon VI. 
eee a aa j 
Eft ergo qua | vedhimwho had made the promife, hee redemands confidently 
Paulus exe the thing promifed ; promifed through mercy, butnow to bee 
fae eer | payed through righteoufnef[e : The crowne then which Paul 
arse | looketh for, zs the crowne of righteoufnelfe ; but of the righte- 
Deinon fna,  Onfneffe of God, not of his owne righteon{neffe: forit is a righ- 


quod debet : whereof the Apostle thinketh fo well, even the promife of Goa. 


debet autem ` 


| promifsio | many bleflings forthe righteous fake. + He faved Ham 
Dei inthe Arke, for Noah his fathers fake,4 who was a iaf 
y Plal.r19 | yey, and perfeit in his generations, walking with God. > If 
s Keen.7-7, | there had been tezze righteous inen in Sodom; God would 
‘a Gen.6jo, not have deltroyed it for tennes fake, © neither could he de- 
b Gen.18.  ftroy itaslongas righteous Lot was init. 4 L/mael was 
32. | bleed for Abraha his fathers fake Laban confetled that 
ee 12. the Lord had bletfed him for Jacobs fake f He bletled Po- 


d Gen, 17, tiphars houfefor Jofephs fake. How often was the people 


20. | of Ifrael faved from the fierie Wrath of God,through the 
e Gen.zo. | praiers of8 Mofes? Were not } Elyah & Eli‘ha,the Charet of 
2 a - Ifrael, and the horfè-men thereof, more fteedable to their 
Ha Exod.32. | people than an armie of horfemen ? i God, gave he not 
140 to Paal all them that failed witlrhim, which were two han- 


Num.r4. | dyed, threefcore and fixteene foules ? When it was faid tothe 
13° foules that were under the Altar , that * they fhonld refè 
Pelt | yet for a little feafon, untill their fellow-fervants alfo, and their 
hohe brethren that foould be killed as they were, foould bee fulfilled, 
2126 This is to teach us, that GodsEle@, and the righteous 
2. King. | men whichare inthe world, arethe upholders thereof; 
ng re and that it muft finifh when they fhal be taken away from 
24937. ” Jit: as ifyepullfroma ruinous houfe the props where- 
k Rev.6.11, | with it is fupported,it goeth {wiftly tothe t's © 
| ere- 
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XX. Therefore let us above all things fet our minds 
and hearts upon righteoufnetle, and endeavour to at- 
taine to true holinelie of life, that, asit was faid to A- 
braham, ! Thou fhalt be a bleffing , fo may we bea blefling 
both to our {elves and others ; namely, that in the darke 
day of Gods indignation, we may be™ able to ftand in 
judgement, and with the congregation of the righte- 
ous "enter intothe gates of righteoufnefle, and dwell 
for ever ° in thefe new heavens, promifed unto us, wherein 
dwelleth righteoufnefe, and that through the moft preci- 
ous and powerfull merits of our onely Lord and Savi. 
our P Lefis Chrift the righteous : to whom with the Father, 
and the holy Ghofl, beall praife,glory,and honour,both 


now and evermore. Amen. 
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Of the infinite number, and of the divers meanes. 
of the Lords deliveries, 


PSALM XXXIV. XIX. 
Butthe Lord delivereth him out of them all; 


+ be righteows mans e- 6. Hee- oppofeth men ‘to 
vills, and the Lords de- ` men,anddelivereth his Church 


liverances, are the expofition 
of Sampfons riddle. 

2. As many evills, as many 
deliverances ; yeasof each evill 
many deliverances. 

3. Exhortation to hope 
and truft in the Lord. 

4: The Lord detivereth by 

canes, Agaimft means, with- 
out meanes. 


5. Hedelivereth by weake 


by the fmord. 

7, > pmen k creatures 
of all kinds to t for his 
(ewe igh f 

8. Hews wonderfull in the 
delivering of his Church, a- 
gainft the nature of the 
mcanes, 

9. He delivereth alfo with- 
out meanes. 


10.When his Church ts de- 


meanes, at by fight, whereof ftitute of allhelpe, and of all 


fhallbe fpoken in the next Ser-| hope, bee alone delivereth ber 


MORN. 


? 


without any vijible helpe. 
11. When 
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11. When the righteous 
man ts overcome:, be overeom- 
meth bis enemies, and fo ts de- 
livered, 

1 As it 1s moft-evident by 
the examples of Shadrach, 
Mefchah,and Abednego, 

13. Of Eleazer, 

14. OF the feven brethren, 
and of their mother, mentioned 


in the fecond book of the Mac- 


cabees, 

15. Asalfo of Chriftians 
in great number, as of Ste- 
ven, 

16. Of many Martyrs in 
the Primitive Chrrchy 

17. And fince the reforma- 
tion. 

18. Such vittories come 
of faith love, and xeale. 

19. Prayer. 


F eja riddle, a Out of the eater came forth meate, 
a All aud out of the firong came foorth {weetneffe: 
erent afflictions arethe eaters, and as it feemes 
to men; the deftroyers ofthe righteous man: and what 
is ftronger than death ? what meatfo good, fo feafona- 
ble, of fo excellent arellifhas comfort in aflitionyas joy 
in the middelt of forrow, as glory and honorin thame? 
what fo {weet, asto find heaven in hell, conrentin dif 
content, lifein death ? Many are the evills of the righteous 
man: Thereisthe roaring Lyon rifling upagainit him: 
notone lyon, but many: there is the eater, or rather 
there bethe eaters? which walke about feekingto. de- 
vourehim ; Butthe LORD delivereth him out of them all: 
there is meate, there is {weetnelle. In darknelle, hee fin- 
dethlight, in weaknelffe {trength., in defpairehope, in 
trouble peace of confcience, in raging and roaring 
furie patience, in evillgood, inthedivels molt grimme 
and dreadfull mannonr; the joyes and pleafures of para- 
dife,in all his affli@tionsmoft powerfull, moft wender- 
full, molt joy full deliveries: his afflictions are many, 
But the Lord delivereth him out of themall. 
_ If. His afflictions are many, they arealmoftinfinite, 
they are enchained, and follow one another fo hard A 
o) 


~ ee eee 
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fo nigh, that he coniplaineth with /od in his griefe, «Hee 
willnot fuffer mee to take my breath, but filleth mee with bitter- 
nefe :But who can relate the Lords detiveries and falva- 
tions, whereaf David, which had patled thorow fo ma- 
ny evills, confetfed that ¢ bekvew not the number? Thinke 
not thatany afHliGion feverally, thatall the afflictions 
wch are incident to men,though they were camped and 
fet in battell againft thee , can{urmount his force and 
good will towards thee. j 

Feareht thou to tarve for hunger? ¢ Commanded he 
not the Ravens tofeed E/yab at the brook of Cherith? 
increafed heenot the handfull of mealein the widows 
barrell, and the little oyle which was in her Crufe ? £ Hee 
giveth to the beaft bis food, andto the yong Ravens which cry ; 
and fhallhe forfake thee, for whom his deare Sonne Tefus Chrift 
is dead ? g Behold,the eye of the Lord ts upon them that feare 
him, upon them that hope in bis mercy, to deliver their foule 
from death, and to keepe them alive in famine. Artthou dried 
up with thirft? Remember that he opened ! Agars eyes, 
and hee faw a well of water: m Thathe{mote the rock 
in Horeb, and the waters gufhed out, they ranne in the 
drie places likca river , and quenched the thirft of his 
people ;that™ he clave one of tlie grinders that was in 
the jaw-bone of theaile, and made waterto come there- 

out for Samfon. ies 
Feare(t thou the plague,which round about thee ma- 
keth havock of man & beaft,and wouldft,but canft not, 
practife thecomon precept, Cito, longe, tarde, Quickly, far, 
late ? The heat of the Sun,the moiltnes of the Moon,do 
they annoy thee ?° Thos fhalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor forthe arrow that flecth by day , nor for the pefti- 
lence that walkes in darknes nor for the deftruttion that waftech 
at Nooneday: Athoufand fall fall at thy fide, and tenne thou- 
Sand at thy right hand : but it fhall not come nigh thee. P The 
Lorn thy keeper : the Lor pts thy Jhade upon thy right hand. 
The Sunne {hall not finite thee by day, nor the Moon by night. 
Y Art 
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Art thou exiled for Chrifts fake ? Art thou conftrai ` | 


netfeandin the fhadow of death being bound in ftockes | 


laid in the ftockes, opened the doores, and loofed the} 


‘gates of braffe, to cutthe barres of iron in funder, to} 


SErMon VII. 


ned to live among{ta people,whofe tongue thou under- 
(tandeft not? God, who 4 nmmbered Davids wandrings,* will 
gather together the ourcafts of Ifrael : {Hee will fay to the 
North, Give up: and to the South , Keepe not backe : bring my 
Sonnes from farre , and my daughters from the end of the 
earth. in the meane while he will follow theein thine 
exile, and bleffe thee, ast he went downe with /acobin- 
to gypt,and bletled him there. 

Art thou caftin alow pit, wherethou fitteft in dark- | 


and fetters,among {wearers, blafphemers, robbers, and 
other malefaCtors? hee which putin Ya Courtiers heart 
to {peak for Jefeph, which fent* his Angel to deliver Peter 
whom Hered had imprifoned; Y Hee which fheoke all} 
the foundations of the prifon where Pau! and Silas were 


-prifoners bonds, hath a thoufand meanes to breakethe 


loofe thy bands, and bring thee outof darknetle, out of 
the dungeon of the fhadow of death. 
_ Artthou a feafaring man,one of thofe of whom # one 
of the feven wife men faid, that they are neither among the 
Living, nor among ft the dead , ever living within foure in- 
ches of death, and therefore ever dying ? When > God 
commandeth, and raifeth the ftormie wind, which lifteth upthe 
waves thereof: They mount upto thz heaven, they goe downe a~ 
gaine tothe depths , thew fonle ts melted becaufe of trouble : 
They reele to and fro, and. ftagger like adrunken man,and are 
at thzir witsend. Then they cry untothe LORD in thew trog- 
ble, and he brimgeth them out of their diftreffes = He makeththe 
forme a calme, fothat thevvaves thereof are frill: Then are 
they glad, beeaufe they be quiet : So he bringeth them smto their 
defired haven. Do thou the like : ery tothe Lord as the 
Difciples did,* Lord favens, we perifh , and hee will arife, 
and rebuke the Windes and the Sea, and po 
1a 
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fhall bee a great calme. - choy 

Artthou falninto the Turks pitilefs hands ? Art thou 
taken in warre , and condemned tothe miferable flave- 
rie of rowing night and day in the gallies ; hearing and 
feeling nothing but whips whiltling and reeling upon 
thy naked fhoulders ?Be of a good courage , and waite 
upon the Lord , who in his owne time will fay of thee, 
as he faid of Jofeph, 4 I removed his fooulder from the burden : 
his hands were delivered from the pots : Thou calleft in trouble, 
and I delivered thee : I anfwered thee in the fecret place of thun- 
der. 

Thy heart isit torne in peeces with calumnies and 1e- 
vilings ? The day fhallcome, I fpeake by mine owne ex» 
perience , and therefore | fay the day fhall come , when 
thou fhalt fing to God,¢ O how great is thy goodneffe, which 
thou haft laid up for them that fear thee, wh thon haft wrought 
for them that truft in thee, before the fonnes of men \ Thon fhalt 
hide them in the fecret of thy prefence from the pride of man, 
thon fhalt keepe them fecretly in apavillion fromthe ftrife of 
tongues. x 

The wicked, trayleth hee, hayleth he thee before the 
Iudges without caufe ? wonder not at that. f The wicked 
watcheth the righteous , and feeketh to flay him. The LORD 
will not leave Bin in his band, nor condemne him when bee is 
indged : wait on the L O R D, and keepe bis way , and hee fhall 
exalt thee to inherit the Land: when the wicked arecut off, 
thou fhalt fee tt. ) 

Art thou lick of a mortall difeafe, ass Hezekiah was? 
turne thy face to the wall, as he did: pray unto the Lord, a 
ashe did: Cry tò God as David did, HL O R D be mercifull |: Pik tel 
anto mee, heal my fonle, for Ihave finned againft thee, and he |20 > aj 
i will fend bis word and heal thee,and deliver thee from the 
tombe. 

See(tthou the evill dayes of warre? be not difcoura- 
ged, but fay confidently upon that which thou haf feen 
in France, of that whichthou fhalt fee in the Palatinat, 
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| S | 
k Pal oe | k The LORD of hofts ts with Us: the God of lacob ts our re- 
8,9310; 11. JZE- Selah. Come, behold the works of the LO R D, what de- 
| folations he hath made in the earth: He maketh warres to ceafe 
unto the end of the earth: He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the 
fpearein funder : be burneth the chariot inthe fire. Bee fll, 
faith he, azdkuow that Lam God: I wiil be exalted among the 
Heathen:Ivwill bee exalted in the carth : The L O R D of hofts 
is with us: The God of Iacob is our refuge. 1s thereany thing 
| 1 Phal.76. impoflible tothe LORD ? 1 Hefhal! cut off the fþirit of Prin- 
12. ces: Hee ts terrible to the Kings of theearth, After fo many 
m Pfal. 74, | deliveries we fing to the glory of bis power, ™ Thou didji 
13,14. divide the feaby thy ftrength , thou breakeft the beads of the 
Whales in the waters : Thou breakef? the heads of Leviathan in 
peeces , and grveft himta bee meat to the people inhabiting the 
wilderneffe. if there riferfoxre borzes to {catter Indah, Ifrael, 
aud Ierufalem , there thall alfo arite foure finiths to fray 
and break them: how often have we feene {uch things ! 
Wee fhall fes them againe and againe, for the Lord. of 
holts.is with use. 
| Can there any affliction fo great befallus, as to Bede- 
-prived of Gods ‘Word? your fathers feltthe pricke and 
{mart of it in Philip the fecond, Charles the ninth , and 
Queene Maries dayes. Now is fulfilled in France andin 
the Palatinat the prophecie of Efaiah , ° Though the Lord 
give you the bread of adverfitie, aud the mater of affleition yet 
'| [bail not: thy Teachers bce removed into acorner anymore , but 
thine eyes fhall fee thy Teachers : and thine eares fhall hearea 
voice behind thee, faying, This is the way, walke ye in it, when 
yeturne to theright band, and when yee turne totheleft. Blet- 
. {ed bee Godjwho in this coantrey giveth us with the 
p Phlrio | bread of his Word, the bread of proiperitie:: He avwlerh 
2. there ix: the midft of. bis enemies. Here: hee islike a father 
inthe midft of his children. 
The'greateft of all our evills,is finne.And we fing un- 
q Pfl.103.| tohim morning and-evening with heare and mouth, 
15253. 4 Omy foule, blef the LORD, andali that is within mee blefs 
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bis holy Name : Bleffethe L O R D, ô my foule, and forget not 
all his benefits, who forgiveth ALL thine iniquities , who kea- 
leth ALL thy difeafes,&c. | 
Halt thou any other evill wch neither isin my know- 
ledge nor in my memorie?* Hee who made the fea dry |. Exod. 14. 
land „and whofe right hand dafhedin peeces Pharao and | 24, 
his hofte: He that madethe waters of lordan rife up up- | Exod.35.45 


j 165 


a S 


onan heape,and [tand ftill,even then when they over- 
flowediallthe bankes: t Hee who gaverefrelhing to the 


vHe who delivered Daniel from the jawes ofthe Lions : 
ste who kept Jonah alive in the Whales belly 5 and tur- 
ned into a cultodiethat hell where he looked for prefent 
death :y Hee who putteth breath into drie bones, who 
tyerh chem together with finewes, who covereth them 
with feh and skin y who by. a marvellcus refurrection 
fetteth tnem upon theirfeete, and maketh them an ex 
ceeding great armie, is not like unto faac unto whom 
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three Confetfors in the midit of the burning furnace: | t Dan.3,25 


v Dan,6. 
an 
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Efan laid, Haft thon but one blefsing,my father? blefi meven | a Gen, 27, 
mealfo, O my father. As hee hath judgements >/aid up iz | 38. 
fiore, and fealed up among his treafures : fo hath he ¢a good | b Deu.32. 
treafure of deliveries, whichcannet bee dryed up; d rho pens 
can utter the mighty attes of theLOR D ?who can fhew foorth | © : h 
all hes praife ? c How precios, ò God, are my thoughts of them ! i Palo 
how great ts the fum of them ! If I fhould count ole sthey are | z 

mo tit number than the fand: when I awake, Tam ftill with thee: | € Pfal-139 
my fpirit cannot conceive the number of thy deliveries, | 17215: 


LLE | fay then to youail,as David faid of old-to his 
| people,f Let [/rael hope in the L O RD, for withthe LORD 
| there ts mercy, mach good-will to deliver your brethren 

which are now afflicted , and todeliver you when hee 
fhallalfo it as a refiner to try and purifie you : Aad with 
him 15 plentious redemption: With himis force& Rrength 
|toredeeme: he may doeit, hecan docit , he will docit. 
Hee fhall redeem Ifrael from ALL his taiquities.¢ He will not 


[ufer you to be tempted above that you are able, but wil with the 
3 ten- 
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| troduced his peopleinto the land of Canaan by Jo/hua,& 


—— A 
tentation alfe make away to efcape,that ye may be able to bear 
| it.Yea h the L O R D fall preferve thee from ALL evill : hee 
fballpreferve thy foule: The LO R D fhallpreferve thy going 
out, and thy comming in, from this time foorth , and even for 
evermore. 
' IV. But how fhall wee keepe reckoning of the 
LORD S deliveries , feeing the maner of them goeth 
beyondall our wit and underftanding? for they are not 
all of one fort,and the leaft and {malleftof them is won- 
derfull. Sometimes he worketh by meanes, that we neg- 
leé&t them not: Now and then hee giveth moft miracu- 
lous deliveries befides and contrarie to allmeanes , that wee 
put not our hope and confidencejn them : Often hee 
delivereth therighteous man without all meanes,to teach 
us to truft in himonely. 

V. His meanesare divers, and in their diverfitie fo 
many, that itis almoft impoffible to reduce them into 
certaine heads. In fome ye fee nothing but weakneffe ; 
In others, might and ftrength : In fome wifedome,in o- 
thers follie :Ineach of them fuch a varietie , that nei- 
theram I able to expretfe, nor ye to conceive them. 

Hee faved Mofes, David, Elyah, Tefus Chrift, Paul at 
divers times, many zealous men amongthe lewes un- 
der thebloody perfecution of Aztiochws Epiphanes, ma- 
ny Confe(fors and faithfull brethren among the Chri- 
(tians in the primitive Church 3 in our Fathers dayes 
and in ours, by flght, a moft weake, tedious, andtrouble- 
{ome meane , butyet a meane lawfulland approved of 
him, as we fhallfee in the next Sermon. 

V I. i There is no King faved by the multitude of any hof : 
amighty man is not delivered by much ftrength : An horfe is a 
vaine thing for fafery, neither fhall be deliver any by his great 

ftrength.Yet God imployeth often men, horfes,holts,for 
the fafety of the king,& deliverie of his people,oppofing 
men to men, flefhto fleth, vanitieto vanitie. Thus hein- 
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delivered them often by the /udges,by David, and other 
| good Kings: Thus after hehad tryed the faith, patience, 
and conftancie of the chriftian Church for thefpace of 3. 
| hundred years by x, moft heavy perfecutions, he flird u 
| Canftantine the Great to deliver them by the {word from 
their enemies, 
In thefe skirmifhes and combats men fight, but * the | k 1.Sam. 
battell isthe LO RD S.\c is he which giveth the victorie | 17.17 
to them on whofe fide he is , asthe fcalesof a ballance 
hang upon that fide where thereis moft weight. This 
| was that which Mofes prophecied to his people,! The ¢-| 1 Deut.33. 
| ternal God is thy refuge , and underneath are the everlafting | 37 
| armes : andhe fhalithruff ont thy enemies from before thee, and 
foali fay, Deftroy them. This was the conteflion of the 
Church of Ifrael with prayer and thankfgiving ; ™ Oar | m Pfal.44, 
Fathers got not the land in poffe[sion by their owne {word , nei- | 3243526575 
ther did their owne arme fave them: but thy right band , and 
thine arm, and the light of thy countenance,becaufe thou badft 
la favour unto them, Thonart my King , O God: command 
deliverances for lacob : Through thee wll wee pulhdowne onr 
enemies. Through thy Name will wee tread them under that l- 
rife np againft ns : for I willnot truft in my bow , neither fhall 
my [word [ave mee : But thon haft (avedus from our enemies, 
and baft put them to fhame that bated us : In God wee boaft all 
the day long, and praife thy Name for ever. Selah. 
| Looke on what fide God is, there few are enow,. 
| there two are enow , there one is enough. Fewaree- 
now : Gedeon and three hundred men were fufficient 
againftthe Midianites, becaufe” the LORD faid unto him, | n Iudg.6, 
| Surely Twill be with thee, and thon fhailt fmite the Midianites | 16. 
| asone man. Therefore when hee was going to fight, hee 
comanded his fouldiersto cry, °The {word of the LORD,,. om 
and of Gedeon. Firlt, the ford of the LORD, as being the mi 
principall combatant ; Next, of Gedeon, as of a weak in- 
ftrument in Gods hands; and asthe Midianite drea- 
| med ,P acakeof barley bread , which tumbling into thie 
hoft 
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hoft of disaran it,and put it toflight, Threehun- | 


dred Albigenfes of Azgrogne defended themfelves in a 
medow againtt feventhoufand Papifts ; and having no 
other armour but flings, gave them the chafe. Tivo are 
enow , as 4 Jonathan, and the young man that bare his 
armour again{t the garrifon ofthe Philiftins, For,as hee 
faid, there ts wo reftraint to the LORD, to faye by many or 
by few. l 
ú a itis Gods pleafure to deliver by one, ove is c- 
nough., * Samfoz,withthe jaw-bone of an Affe, flew a) 
thoufand Philiftins,and © pulling downthe houfe upon | 
three thoufand of them, flew them all. Wonderfull 
were theexploits of Davids Worthies , but principally 
oft the firft three:for each of them being alone, flew ma- 
ny hundred of Gods enemies , becaufe God: was with 
them. 

But where God is nat with men, there a great hoftis 
as weakeas one man: And therefore when God drew 
himfelfe back from the lewes by reafon of their linnes, 
they made their moan,and faid, Thou haf? caf? us off, and 
put us to foame , and gocft not foorth with our armies: Thou 
makeft us to turn backe fromthe enemie : and they which bate 
ns, [poile for themfelves. s 

VII. Sometimes God armeth his creatures,and.they 
fight again{tthe enemies of his people either alone, or 
jointly withthem. Hefoughtagain{t Pharao by turning 
of the river into blood, by Frogs,by Lice , by {warmes 
of Flies, by the murraine of Beafts, by the plague of 
Boyles and Blanes, of Haiie, Thunder, and Lightning, 
of Locufts, and Darknetfe:at laftby his Angell , which 
{mote all the. firft-borneof Egypt from men unto the 
cattell. Hezekiah being inclofed in Ierufalem , and not 
able to refift againit Senasherib & hisarmy,* the Angell of 


the LOR D went out and {mote, in the camp of the Alfjrians, 
an hundred, fourefcore,and five thoufand. When,of thefe 
champions of the heavély holt,one alone doth fo great 

deeds, 
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deeds, what would not doeally the Chivatlrie of God,which. 
| is of twenty thoufands, even of thoufands of Angells, + which 
encampe roundabout them that feare God? Wherefore Da- 
vid prayed the Lord to fend his Angell to chafe his ene- z 
mies, V One Angelldelivered Peter: a multitude of An- 
pels delivered ¢ El/ha, and carryed å Lazarus into Abra- 
ams bofome. 
When /o/hua was fighting againft five kings of Cana- | ,;. 
an, ¢ the LORD caft downe great ftones from heaven upon | e Ioth.10. 
them, and they were moe which dyed with haile fones than they | 11, 
whom the children of Ifrael flew with the [fword. When in the 
divifions of Reuben there were great thoughts of beart, and 
fundry other tribes through lazinetfe tollowed not De- 
borab and Barak in the warre againlt labix and Sifera, the 
heavens and the ftarres fought with them againft thofe 


f 

| 

i 

puillant enemies, 
LIX. Often God worketh befides all meanes , yea 


andagain{tthe nature of meanes. Jofeph is fold by his 
brethren, and call into aloathfome prifon, that he may 
be exalted to the higheft glory thatis in Kings Courts, 
The fea was a fafegard to the people of Ifrael, even 
then when the Egyptians were overthrowne in the mid- 
deft of ic. The blowing of trumpets, and the burning 
lamps were fitter to difcover-Gedeox with his three hun- 
dred difarmed men tothe holte of the Midianites, than 
to difcomfit it. The fblowing of rammes hornes wasnot | f Ioth,¢.4. 
fo fit to caft downe the walles of Jericho, as to advertife 
the Citizensto be upon their guard, and to watchto 
hold them up. What could Davids fling ferve again{t Go- 
liaths {peare ? and who would not have mocked the 
‘three hundred Albigenfes fighting with flings againĝ 
feven thoufand men wellarmed, asifthey had beene as 
many birds in ahemp-yard ?It pleafeth God to deliver fo, 
that his Church vaunt not againft him, faying , § Maine | g Iudg.7.2. 
| owne band bath faved me, and f{orelye upon the meanes, 
and make hima co-partner onely of the deliverie , and 
not 
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not author thereof. When the Lyons {pare Dawiel,when 
the fire beareth refpeé@ to the three Confetlors, when the 
Whale {walloweth up Jonah, and three dayes, and three 
nights after, vomiteth him out of her belly upon the dry 
land without any harme,who can deny but that fuch de- 
|| liveries were again({t the nature of meanes,and cannot be 
afcribed but to the moft wonderfull power of God? 
l I put in this ranke the confufion and diforder which 
God fendeth amongft his enemies, when he will deliver 
his people. The Midianites cometo fight againft Ifrael, 

h Verar. | but the L ORD ferevery mans ford againft his fellow, ever 
i 2.Chron, | throughout allthe hoft. When ithe Moabites, Ammonites,and} 
20.2522 | Idumeans with oneconfent fought to deftroy lebo/baphat 
pres and his people, the Lord troubled them with the {pirit 
of divifion afterfuch a manner; that the Moabites and 
Ammonites flew and deftroyed the Idumeans, and after 
that,every one helped todeftroy another: fo that ebofha- 
phat and his people had no more to doe, but to goe and 
take away the {poyle, and give thankes unto the Lord, 
How often, by fuch divifions, God hath faved the refor- 
med Churches in forrein nations,and namely in France, | 
we all know. 

FX. WhenGod delivereth again(t the nature of 
meanes, he willteach us that he ftandeth notin any need 
of meanes when his pleafure is to deliver. And therefore 
nowand then he delivereth without meanes. E phena 
: mans wayes pleafe the LORD, bemaketh even his enemies to be 
_ $! Gen.3 3-4 | at peace with him. He delivered acobfrom Efau,changing 
-hisheart, and appeafing hiswrath, which was faddenly 
turned into imbracements, kifling, and weeping. He de- 
livered David from Saui by many meanes : but when the 
'meffengers which were fent by Sawl to takehim,prophe- 
cyed, and thought no more on him, whathelpe of man, 
what vilible meanes were there ? When he preferred Z- 
feph inthe Courtof Pharao, Daniel and his fellowes in 
the Court of Nebuchadnezzar, and of Darius, agen 

an 
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and Mordeiai inthe Court of Artaxerxessby What means 
_ did heit? The Phalmik laith; that ™ he made them tobee 
pittyed of allthofe that carryed them captives. Hee conver- 
‘ted Saul, and ofa perfecutér,made him a Chriltian ; ofa 
Captaine,an Apeitle; ofa Ring-leader of moft cruell and 
bloody Wolves, amoft vigilant and faithfull fhepheard 
of Chrifts flocke. 
David,fpeaking through his owne experience , faith 
to the man whichis perfecuted wrongfully," Commit th 


aa 


way unto the LORD: treft alfo in him, and he fhallbring tt to 
pafe : and he fhall bring foorth thy righteon[nelfe as the light, 
and thy indgements as the noone day, Wee may wonder that 
he dothir : but how he doth it,whocan tell? How Saal 
knew Davids innocency , we can tell, ° becaufe when he 


might,he killed him not: but itis wonderfull to confi- | 


der, by what unknowne wayes of Gods fecret provi- 
dence, Saul felltwice into his hands.. Hezry the third, 
King of France, fpake of us at Tours, as Saul {pake of 
David, and faid, that we were more righteous than hee; 
becaule we had rewarded him good, whereas he had re- 
warded us evill. It was the wonderfull and immedi- 
ate worke of GOD, that hee could not bee faved 
but by them whofe fathers hee had killed} and was 
refolved to bee the protector of thofe whom he had 
perfecuted, ifthe Monks impoifoned knife had not cut 
‘tootoo foone for us the brittle thread of his mortall 
life. God be prayfed, that among(t us there are no C/e- 
| ments, no Barrants, no Chatels, no Ravaillacs : for P who can 


feretch forth bis hand againft the LORDS anointed, and bee l 


| guiltleffe ? 
X. How often hath the Church beene afflicted, ftor- 
; med, forfaken of all creatures, deftitute of all helpe, of 
_all counfell, of all comfort ; and he, he alone hath come 
| ona fudden, and both comforted and delivered her?He 
| ip by Daniel, that under the perfecution of 4n- 
HO ws, his people hould ™ brought to fuch ee 
2 tnat 


| Igri | 
—_—————. 


m Pfal.106 
46. 


Y | n Pfal.37. 


59. 


o 1.S4m1. 
24.18, 
1.Sam,26. 
it. 


|p 2-Sam. 
26.9. 


q Dan.11. 


cc 


a acini citi E rma 


172 


45: 
rDan.12.2 


f Ioth Se 
pts! \: 


t Mat.28, 
18520, 


v Phil,:. 


951 0O: 
x Pfal.47.7 


y Heb.2.11 


a Ezech. 
3722,XC- 


b Pfalz107 


Fa e 
c Mat.g. 
6520)22. 


SERMON VII. 


that 4 noxefhould helpe them, What then? thall they pe» 

rifh for want of helpe? It followeth in the next chap- 
ter; And at that time fhall Michael ftand up, the great Prince 
which fandeth for the children of thy people, and there foall be 
a time of trouble, (uch as never was fince. there was anation, e- 
ven tothat fame time : and at that time thy peoplefball bee de- 
livered, every one that [ball be writtenin the book, Whois this 
Michael? who but our Lord Iefus Chrift, called elfe- 


.| where, {the Prince of the oft of the LORD ? If all the An- 


gels of heaven, ifall the men ofthe world fhould ftand 
(till wich their armes cro{fed, ifall the creatures fhould 
withhold their helpefrom us, our AZchael faith unto 
us, © All power is givenunto me in heaven andin earth: and 
loe, I am with you alway, even unto the end. of the world. 
Though he bev-highly exalted, though hehave a Name 
which is above every name, though he* ekizg of all. the 
earth,and that at bis Name every kneemuft bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things underthe.earth syethe 
is our high Prieft, and. beareth us into the moft high 
and inmoft heavens, yea weareth us as an ornament up- 
on his fhoulders and upon his breaft,and,as the Apoftle 
faith, Y zs zot afhamed to call us his brethren. 

Whenall things feeme to be defperate, and paft hope 
of recoverie, when the faithfull are nothing but a skeli- 
ton, but acarcalfe 2 of dry bones , as the people of Iuda 
was in the captivitie of Babylon, ific pleafe him to {peak 
the word onely, they fhall cometogether againe, bone 
to bone sthey {hall live, rife again, and bea great-Army, 
Hee hath by. his word done things greater and more 
wonderfull. By his word he hath made heaven & earth: 
by his. word he heaped plagues upon plagues, whilethey 
had deltroyed Pharao and his people: they that are ficke, 
cry unto him, } be fendeth bis word > healeth them. c By his 
word onely he qured one ficke of the pallie, and the wo- 
man difeafed with an ifue of blood. By his word onely 


he quieted the winds, calmed the roaring feas , rendred 


fight 
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fight and light to the blind, raifed the dead. By his word 
onely.be reltored his people to the land of Canaan. By 
his word, he faveth the Church. By his word, by his 
onely power and good will, without any vilible and 
knowne meanes,fie hath given peace to the Churches 
of France : for when we were betrayed, and fold by fun- 
dry of our brethren, forfaken of many, purfued by a; 

reat armie, he was for us,and delivered us : Then wee 
A ung with thankfgiving the hundreth twenty and fourth 
Pfalme. 

XI, There is-yet another kind of deliverie which 
commethinimediately of God, and is moft wonderfull 
of all.. Howhe delivereth us by the ruine of our ene- 
mies ; how by death he giveehus life, wee fhallheare in 
the next Sermon: but that hee delivereth us, when 
to mans opinion weare overcome ,.itis a paradoxe to 
the world, and yeta moft certaine and verified truth in 
the Church. In the fecond and third of the Revelation, 
many excellent promifes were made to him that overcom- 
meti, When the perfecutions were molt fervent and fre- 
quent, and many were put to death for Chrifts fake: 
then they were exhorted to fight, to Rand fafl;and when 
they ftood falt,it is faid that they overcame, It is write n 
ten of Chrifts two witnetles, that d the beaft fhould make | d Rev.11.7- 
warre againft them and overcome them and kill them, Itis al- 
fo writen of! thofe which ftood before the throne, that |e Rev.7. 
they came out of great tribulation, and yet had palmes in |9314. 
their bands. They came out of great tribulation, they were 
vanquilhed : they bad palmes iw their hands, they werevan- 
quifhers.Evé as the Apoftle faith out of the forty fourth | ¢ poms. 
Pfalme , Forthy fake we are killed all the day long, wee are ac- | 36,37. 

| counted as fheepe for the flaughter : then we are {ubdued and 
furmounted. Yet headdeth, Nay, in all thefe things .we are 
nore thax Conguerors, through him that loved us. This is ve- 
_ ry flrange: we are overcome by our enemies when they 
Qay us;and yet at that fame time we are overcommers, 
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Howhhall we-reconcilethis contrarictie? ye will all 
grant,thatthe Generall of an Armie, fighting -againtt 
his enemies, whatfoever dammageandharme hee caue! 
feth and procureth unto them, preuaileth not, but ra- 
ther is overcome of them, if {till they keepe falt that 
wherefore he fighteth, and which he hoped to pull away 
from them by violence. Soit is withus. The divell, 
great Generall of the world, {tirrech up againft us the ar- 
mies of Gog and Magog, all the fiends ofhell,all the wic- | 
kedneffe of the earth,notto torment us , to fpoyle us of | 
our goods, to killus, for neither is hee covetous of our 
goods, nor enemy to our perfons, which: hee loveth 
when we are liketo himfelfe ; but by fuch racking, {poy- 
ling, killing, to wring out of usa denying of ourrcligi- 
on; and fo to feparate us from the love of God,and make 
us to lofe our falvation which is in Chrift.When then 
wehold falt the thield of faith, wherewith we quench all 
the flerie darts of the wicked, when weremaine faithfull 
unto death, when inthe midht of our greateft anguifhes, 
and of molt exquifite deaths, we challenge, -and defe all 
our enemies,and cry to them all, 8 Whofball feparate us 
from the love of Chrift ? Jhall tribulation, or diftreffé, or perfe- 
cution, or famine, or nakedneffe, or perill, or fword? | fay that 
weare Conquerours, and Satan with all his brood is 
conguered. M 

X IIA few examples will make this truth morecleer, 
We have already {poken ofTob, out of whofemouth the 
divell by fo many tentations could not wring one evill 
word againht God, as heintended: whothen was victo- 
rious? Satan or Job? furely Job, who ftood faft in thé 
place of combate , when Satan fled, and was no more 
feene. 
| Theexampleof Shadrach, Mefhach,and Abednego is no 
‘leffe wonderfull. The divell put in 4 Nebuchadnexzars 
heart to fetup,in the plaine of Dyra, inthe Province of 
Babylon,an image of gold, whofe height was threefcore 
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cubits,and the breadth thereof fixe cubits, to call to the 
dedication of that Idol the Princes, Governours,all the 
Rulers of the Provinces, to dedicate it with the melodi- 
ous and moft pleafant found ofthe Cornet, Flute,Harp, 
Sackbut,I falterie, Dulcimer, and all kinds of mufick, to 
command toall peoples, nations, and languages there 
prefent, to fall downe and worthip it at whattime they 
fhould hearethe confort of muficke ;to adde to this 
commanda moftfearefull threat , that whofoever fell not 
downe and worfbipped, fhould the fame- houre bee caft into the 
midft of a burning fierie furnace. For whom was made, all 
this pompe, all this glorious fhew ? for whom did the 
infteuments of muficke found fo {weetly ? for whom did 
the furnace burne fo exceedingly 2 For thefe three onely : 
forthe divell knew that all the reft of the Kings fubiects | 
would obey, and worfhip the image. Ye feea combate 

very difficult, ambufhes moft dangerous, a gulfe pro- 
found, a bottomleffe pit, adowne-right pitch on beth | 
fides, pleafure and feare ; the delectable harmonie of all 

kinds of mufick, toallure the fimple ones ;thefrightfull |. 
fight of a burning furnace, to appall and amaze the moft 
inflexible and obdurate courages, See the event: there | 
is nothing but obedience amoneft all: All bow, all kneel, | 
all wor(hip ; three onely ftand upright, and kneele not. | 
Whereupon they are accufed by certaine Caldeans, The} 
accufation isimportant : There are,faythey,certaine Fewes, | 
not thy naturall Subiects,but ftrangers , and thy flaves, } 
whom thou haft fet over the affaires of the Province of Baby- 
lon, preferring them to thy naturall Subieéts, and the | 
great men of thy countrey, even Shadrach, Mefchah, | 
and Abednega : thefe men, O King, have not regarded thee. 
Thefe bafe and unthankefull fellowes have contemned 
and defpifed thee. What accufation could bee more 
cunningly plaited? butas many accufations , as many | 
praifes:, As many crimes intended, as many commenda- 

tions of godlineife :. the King frets, chafes, threatneth, 
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If faith he, ye fallnot downe, and worfbip not the image which 
Ihave made, ye fballbe caft the fame houre into the midft of a 
fierie furnace, and who isthat.God that fhall deliver yor ont of 
my hands? As many threats, as many victories ; as many 
beholders,as many witnefles of their triumphs. They 
fight.alone, they vanquifh alone, they triumph alone. 
And that which maketh their combat admirable, and 
their victorieglorious , after that all have yeelded , all 
have bowed their knees to the Idol, they ftand firme,and 
flirrenot. They difpute not with themfelves ; Loe, all 
thehonourable, allthe wife, all therich men of the 
Realme, and allthe peopleobey the King, what will 
men thinke of us, if we alone {truggle and be {tubborne? 
If we had gone formoltto honour the Image, we might 
be called too forward : but if after fo many thoufands we 
yeeld to neceflitie; if wee follow the multitude and the 
belt forty who can juftly blame us? Moreover, if wee 
frame our Wills to the Kings will, wee may releeve and 
further our brethren : whereas our obftinacy will make 
their bondage more grievous than it was. Such politi- 
call confiderations come notin their minds, farre leflein 
their mouths : but they anfwer with a more than man- 
ly courage , Our God whomwe ferve , is able to deliver us 
om the burning fierie furnace : yea, he is ableto dever ws out 
of thine hand, O King : bat if not , be it knowne unto thee, O 
King, that we will not fervethy gods, nor worfbip thy golden 
Image which thou haft fet up. O faith in God, O love to 
God,O conftancy for God! The divell is confounded, 
the.King is overcome,they triumph. i 

XH. Reade the fterie of the valiant courage of Ele- 
azar, one of the principall Scribes in the dayesof the 
blood-thirltie Tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes :i He was be- 
foughtby the Kings officers, for the old acquaintance 
they had with him, to brig flelh of his owne provifion , fuch 
as was lawfull for bimtoufe,and make, as if he did eate of the 
| flele taken from the facrifice commanded by the King , that in 
| 


fo 


43,Maccab, 
6.21 5KCe 


Of the Lords Deliveries. 


fo doing, he might be delivered from death, and for. the old 
friendhip with them, finde favour. A friendly countell, ifyee 
contider the men which gaveit ; but ifye confider thein- 
tention of the divell who fuggeftedic , a moltviolent 
a(faulr, and craftie tentation : what fo{weet aslife ? what 
fo defirable as to faveit,without any reall offence ? what 
fo plaulible, or at lealt more excufable, than to make a 
fhew ofan evill, which indeed thou doelt not; to fhun 
to bemade a publike fhew of theevill, which otherwife 
thou muft fuffer with fhameand great torments? Plefh 
and blood willfay to Eleazar, that in this there was no 
(inne: The Pope whichgiveth difpenfe to the Papifts of 
this Realme,to ditfemble and deny their Religion, will 
fay that it was but aveniall linne, and ofthe number of 
thofe which are mofl pardonable. 

Eleazar led with another Spirit,even with X the Spirit 
of the Lard, which rs the fpirit of knowledge, of wifedome, of 
counfell, of might, and of the feare of the Lord, faith not fo: 
but confidering the holy Law made aud given by God; It be- 
commetb not our age, faidhe, in any wife to diffemble , whereby 
many young perfons might thinke,that ELEAZAR being foure- 


feore yeeres old andtenne, was now gone to aftrange religion; 


and fo they,through mine bypocrifie , and defire to live a little | 


tim, anda moment longer flould be deceived by me, andl get 
a ftaine to mine old age, and make it abominable : for though for 
the prefent time I fbould bee delivered from the puzifbment of 
men, yet foould I not efcape the hand of the Almighty , neyther 
alive nor dead: wherefore now manfully changing this life, I 
will{hew my fèlfe fuch un one as mine age requireth, and leave a 
notable example to fuch as be young, to dye willingly and coura- 
geoully for the honourable and holy lawes. This feemed mad- 
nelle and defpaireto his ludges, which changing the 

good will they bare him into hatred, and their meek- 

neffeintofury and rage, led him [traight wayes to the 

Tympan, which wasa molt cruell kind of torture; where- 
upon being ready to dye of the {tripes which hee had re. 
Aa ceived, 
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ceived, be groaned and faid, It 1s manifefk unto the Lord; that 
bath the holy knowledge, that whereas I might have beene-de- 
livered from death, I wow endure fore paines in body, by being 
beaten ; but in foule am well content to Sefer thefe things , be- 


| canfe I feare him. 


Sm 


| 


| 


XIV: Readealfo the ftorie.of the cruell death and 
conflancie! ef the fever brethren,and their mother, at that 
fame time. the Tyrant himfelfe marvelled at their cous. 
rage ;for that neither the {courges and whips-wherewith- 
they weretorne, nor thecutting out of their tongues, 
nor the mangling and maiming of all their members, 
northe pulling off of the skin of their-heads with the 
haire, northe hot pannes and caldrons, wherein they 
were fryed being yet alive, could compell them againft 
the law of God to eate {wines flefh. The eldeft heire, 
worthy of the prerogative of the firft-borne, anfwered 
tothe Tyrants threats, to the Hangmans whips, and to 
all thetortures,We are ready to dye, rather than to tranfgreffe 
the lawes of our fathers; and exhorted his brethren,as they 
exhorted.him, to dye manfully for the law-ofGod. And 
tomake you know thatthis wasnot madnetfe of mind; 
but faith, the fecond faid tothe King, Thaw, like a fury,ta- 
keft us ont of this prefert life, but the King of the world fhall | 
raife us up, which bave dyed for his lawes, unto everlafting life. 
Sofpake thethird,fothefourth, andthe reft: byt the 
youngelt was molt wonderfull cfall ; for neither could 
the promifesof riches and honours ticklehim, nor the 
cruell torments which he had feene his brethren fuffer, 
fhake his conftancie, but being encouraged by his moft 
wonderfull mother, he cryed to the executioners, Whom 
wait ye for? I willzot obey the Kings commandement: but I 
will abey the commandement of the law that was given unto onr 
Fathers by Mofes. So they dyed: fo dyed lalt of all their 
marvelous mother, after that fhe had beene to them in | 
Read of a Levite, or Prieft, and had.exhorted and com- 
forted them witha mofkexcellent fpeech concerning the 


refur- | 
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refurre tion : And therefore the Apoftle afcribeth 
their victorious conftancie to their faith, faying, that by 
faith they were tortured,not accepting deliverance; that they 
might obtaine a better re(arrettion, 
XV. The Chriltian Church aboundeth in fuch ex- 
amples of moft wonderfull victorie again{t the flefh, the 
wotld,and the divell. In itthis isto bee admired ; that 
men wth may livein honor by denying Chrift, choofe 
fhame and difhonor , preferre torments to eafe, forrow 
tojoy »-paine to pleafure, death to life, kitferhe poftes 
and other inftruments of their punifhments , looke 
upon the torments with a cheerefull face,runne tothe 
fires as joyfully as worldlings doe to a bridall feaft, and 
not onely rejoice;but alfo ™ glorie in tribulations, whichis 
the higheft degree of pleafureand joy. | 
Steven {topping hisearesto the murmuring of the 
people, which likea {warme of Hornets and Wafpes 
made a humming noife about him, thutting his eyes to 
the {tones wherewiththey were armed to fel! him, and 
overcomming by faith the horrors of death," /ooked up 
Stedfaftly into heaven, and feeing there the glory of God, and 
lefus ftanding on the right band of God, cryed with a trium- 
phing voice, Behold, I fee the Heavens apened,and the Sonne 
of man feanding on the right hand of God. Neither could 
their fhowting, nor the ttones which hayled upon him, 
{tay him to kneeledowne, and to call upon God,both 
for himfelfe and for them. , 
XVI. If ye {earch the Ecclefiafticall hiftories of the 
Martyrs of the primitive Church and of ours, the ex- 
amples of fuch vittories are infinite. S. Igrace Bifhop 
| of Antiochia hearing the roaring of the hungry Lions, 
| and feeing them ftretching foorth their clawes to teare 
i him,and opening their throats to devoure his flefh,cry- 

ed with aloud voice, ° Becaufe Lam Chrifts wheat, now {hall 
| I be groand with the teeth of beafts , that Lmay bee found to 
| bee the puve bread of God. 
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p Enfeb.hip.| P Policarpe Bilhep of Smyrna anfwered to thofe which 

Eccl-i, 4. | now intreated him with many promifes, now impor- 

CAY.LS. tuned him with threats, to call the Emperour Ay Lord, 

and to deny Chriftto bee his Lord; Ihave ferved bim 

fourefcore and fix yeares, and he hath never done me any barm, 

how then flould I curfemy King, which hath faved me ? 

Ca. Allthe Chriflians,;when they were condemned gave 

ec thanks, as fora great benefit. * Lucius thanked Vrbicins 

46.cr 49. \Which had condemned him to die for Chrifts fake, &z- 

r Iuft.Mart. | caufe, faid hee; being delivered from evillmafters, I am going 
Apolet. to my Father the King of heaven. 

| Amongĝ all, is wonderfullthe conftancie of Felicitas, 

„a Widow ofRome,& like unto that of the Motherand 

| ofthe feven children,of whom I have already fpoken; 

: eb | for he alfo had feven fonnes. Other mothers fear left 

mas an |their children die before them + She feareth left her fons 

aœ © {liveafrer her: She converted them to Chrift «being ta- 

ken with them, fhee confirmed them in the confeflion 

and faith of Chrift. Publius the Governor of the towne, 

with faire words fought to entice her : Have pittie, faith 

he,of thy felfe,at leaft pittie thefe thy feven fonnes. Af- 

ter,with rough words,hee thought to aftonith her: But 

fhe,havingin a womans bodya mans breat; Neither, 

faith the, are thy promifes able to tickle mee, nor thy threats to 

‘| terrifie mee, And choofing rather to Joofe all her Chil- 

| dren,than to fee them loote Chrift ; ofa mother thee be- 

| came a Preacher unto them : and after fhe had feen them 

all glorifie the Lord lefus by their death, thelove of. 

Chrift furmounting in her the griefe which fhe received |- 

| of her orbitie, he wentalfo with drieeyes , a laughing 

| countenance, and a moft heroicallcourage,to the place 

| ofexecution, and received there thecrowne of Martyr- 

| dome. And therefore as Chrift faid of Jobs Baptiffe,that 

t Mat 119) 'bewasa Prophet, yea more than a Prophet; fo may wee fay 

of her, that fhe was a Martyr, yea more thana Martyr. 

Confider thetender love of amother, and ye hall 4 
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felfe that the death of each of her fonnes was a martyr- 
dome unto her. She was then feven times Martyr in her 
feven fonnes, and the eighth time in her own perfon, 
After I have fpoken of fuch a woman; thall I’ goe 
back to men? Shall {peak of v Atralus,one of the Mar- 
tyrs of Vienne in France,in the time of Axtoniis Verus, 
the yeare of Chrift 178, who; being fetin a burning 
chaire of iron,preached to the Romanes,as ifhe had bin 
ina pulpit; teaching them what God is,reproving their 
cruelty, maintaining the innocencie of Chriftians, and 
faying,Thes which yon do,t eating © [wallowing of mens fle{h; 


but we cate not mens flefh, neither aoe we harme to any man, 


Shall! forget Laurentivs Deacon of the Church of. 


Rome, who being laid uponan iron grate, anda flow 
burning fire under it, that he might feele his death , Thess 
fide, {aid he, 7s inongh rofted, turn me upon the other : which 
being done after {ome {pace , he faid againe to the Go- 
;vernor;* Now both fides are wellrofted , come, eate and sry 
j which is fweete/t raw or rofted. | 
It was a common thing to all Chriftians in thofe 
dayes,Y when the hangmen would halethem violently 
tothe Temples of their Idolls, when the Iudges would 
commandthem to bow downeto the Altars, andto 
| worfhip the Idols , if they had hands and feete free, to 
breake the Images, fling away the Cenfers, tram- 
| ple on the fweete {melling incenfe: and if they were 
bound, they would puffeat the Temples, {pit at the 
abominabie Images, with greatcontempt; wagg their 
heads at all chediabolicall fuperftition. Allthis did the 
holy woman andcouragious Martyr 2 Eulalia : She did 
more; fice {pat upon the Governors face, who by all 
’kind of moft cruelltorments,went about to conftraine 
her to idolatry. And this puffing and {pitting at the 
onely naming of the falfe religionswas moft ufuall in 
thofe dayes among the brethren. O Faith !O Courage ! 
| O Victorie !O gods of wood, of ftone, of metall ! 
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where is your Majeftie! O Tyrants, where your power!’ 


O cruel Executioners, whereis your fury 1 Loe,not men 
onely,but women, but young children contemne you, 
fight again{t you, overcome you. 

XVII. Shall! paie under filence our own Martyrs? 
to begin with one of the firt: even Jerome of Prague, 
condemned to be burnt quicke by the bloody councell 
of Conffantia, How he {tood before his paffionate.and. 
ignorant Judges without feare, not onely contemning 
death, but aHo lufting after it; * a Papilt , which was an 
eye-witnefle ofall the actes of that Tragedie, relateth 
with admirationand praife. He wentto death witha 


4 -cheerfull countenance,& when hee cameto the place of 


execution,he imbraced the poft whereunto he was tied, 
& killed it. Perceiving the hangman going behind his 
back to fet the wood on fire,left he fhould fee it,he cried 
unto him, Come here, come here, and kindle the fire before my 
face: for if I-had dreaded it, I fhowld never have come to this 
place, which I might have Jhunned. Then witha moft holy 
& wonderful joy he fung aPfalm toGod,which the fire 


andthe {moake-had much adoe to interrupt. 


Patricke Hammilton,a young Gentleman of Scotland, 
as he wasgoing to the fire, by his words and Iookesaf- 
frighted in fuch fort Alexander Cambell,a Dominican 
Frierhis accufer, that he became belides himfelfe, and 
died madde. 

George Baynam and Tobn Frith, Englifhmen,imbraced 
& kifled their fagots , & Laurent Sanders invbraced with 
great joy the polt whereunto the hangman wastying 
him, and faid, O croffe of my good Lord. | 

In France Steven Brun, atter that his ludges had pro- 
nounced againft him the fentence of death, cryed with 
a loud voice, Aly Iudges have condemned mee to live, And 
Iobn Baron, being advertifed by his ludges,which had 
condemned him,to appeale from them unto the Court 
of Parliament,Cav ye not, {aid hey bee content to have your 

owne 
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owne hands defiled with my blood, but ye will have other mens | 


hands polluted with it alfo? Amongftall,| admire moft the 
peafant of Lyxri, which meeting fome prifoners con- 
demned for the Religion,after he had asked and known 
of them thecaufe of their condemnation, leaptupon 
the chariot,and went todye with them, l 
Above all,:he victories cf women are molt wonder- 
ful: As the hangman:was ready to put to death a loving 
couple of Martyrs, Toha Bayly and his wife 5 the wife in- 
couraged the husband, faying , Sweet heart , have a good 
heart ; for this day our marriage with our Lord Iefus fall bee 
accomplifhed. The religious Gentlewoman Graverox cal- 
led theday of her martyrdome , the day of her marriage 
with Chrift: and feeing her companions refufe to give 
their tongues,becaule there was no fuch thing mentio- 
ned in their feitence, the being buta woman; refolved 


l 
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| hath the priviledge to praife God, fhould alfobave the preroga- 
| tive to leape firftupon the Altar of burnt offering. So Claude 
| Teerry, called the halter which was putabant her necke , 
| the polt, the girdle of her marriage with Iefus Chrift : and 
, therupon made a molt excellent difcourfe of the fpiritu- 
_all marriage of the Lord Iefus with his Church, which 
| begins here in the valley of death, and isconfurnmated 
| in the mountaines of f{pices, i i 
O bow pleafant a fight is itin the eyes-of God, when a Chri- 
tian buckles with griefe and paine ; when he fets bimfelfe ina- 
ray againft threats, punilbments, torments ; when be fcoffingly 
ieafts at the dreadfull name of death , at the lowring couzte- 
nance of the pitilefe hangman; when he holds up bis hbertiea- 
| gainft E and Princes, and yeelds to none butto God , to 
whom he belongs ; when like a moft glorious Treumpher and 
Conqueror, hee infalts and trinmphes over his T wdge who hath 
condemned him ! For he which hath obtained that wherefore be 


, 
ay, 


fought, hath vainguifhed ~ 


1s | XIX, There | 


them, faying, Jt is reafonable and fit , that the tongue which | 


: the Carkanet, and the rope wherewith the was bound to | 
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XIIX. There is nothing difficile, where faith in 
God is; nothing dreadfull, where the love of God is; 
nothing dolorous,where true zeale to the glory of God 
is. Asthelight of the funne dimmeth all other lights ; 
and as the heat of the funne coolethall other heats:fo the 
light of taith dimmeth that which worldly men call the 
light of reafon. Reafow faith s asthe Proconfull faid to 
Cyprian, Take time and advife : Faith anfwereth,as Cyprian 
did, 2 In Gods affaires ne man muft advife. Reafon faith g it 
is a {weetthing to live: Faith faith; it is better to dye for 
Chrift, than to live without Chrift. So alfo the heat of 
love and true zeale, extinguifheth the heat of moft bur- 
ning fires, When naturall fenfe faith, it is burning; Love 
an{wereth, it is notfo much as hot. Thefe are the vi&o- 
ries of the faithfull in their moft fenfible torments: they 
ate fo ravithed and tranfported by faith, wich the 


{loveoftheir Saviour, that, as it were, it benummerth 


them fo, thatthey heedenot their paines, as if they 
were fenteleffe? forè whatfoever ts borne of God, overcom- 
“meth the world Sand this isthe vittory that overcommeth the 
world,even our faith. ohn | | 
XIX TheLord inhis great mercy increafe our faith, 
whereby in this furceafing of outward enemies, we may 
fight valiantly againft our inward and {piricuall foes, 
which are more dangerous ;clofing our hearts to all the 
fuggeltions of Satan, tocovetou{nelfe, to pride,to cho- 
ler, toall theticklings of filthy luft: fhutting our eyes 
tovanity, (topping our eares to calumnies, flatterers, all 
evill counfells, keeping our {pirits,ourfoules, our bodies 
blameletfe unto the comming of our Lord Iefus Chrift. 
That fighting fo, we may overcome ;0vercomming, tri- 
umph; triumphing, receive the crownie of glory , and 
ofimmortalitie, which God hath prepared for us be- 
fore the beginning of the world, through the pre- 
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20. Come my ‘people, enter thou into thy chambers; 
and fhue thy dooresaboutthee: hide: thy felfe as it 
were for a little moment , untill the gi nan bec 
overpatt. . 


21- For, behold,the ll hi dus: of his place to 


vilite theinhabitants ofthe earth for. their iniquitic: 
theearthalfofhall difclofe her pelod and fhall no. 


‘more cover her Haine, 
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11. The firft argument{ ment. 
mooving us to patience, is the 15. He reckoneth the peers, 
will of God. the moneths,the dayes, the mo- 
12. The fecond, is his wife-| ments of the afflittion of his 
dome, whereby hee converteth| Church. 
all evills to the good of bis| 16. How affliction, which 


' | Church. to us feemeth fo long, is faid 
13. The third is, thetruth | to continue but for a mo- 
of bis promifes. ment. 


14. In the fecond part of | 17. Till that moment ex- 
this text, he promifeth that toe pire,we muft relye upon the 
perfecution {balllaft but a mo: truth of Gods promife. 


i 


ROR- EN TRY 
A wit % ae! 


SiS of the afhes of che Phenix, when it fee 
m4 meth to be nothing but duft, growethup 
aay another:So when the Church to mans 
tere iudgement is gone, loft, and paftall hope 
of recoverie, when the perfecuters fay of her, that 
which the Traytor Abfalom, and the treacherous Re- 
bellsthat followed him, faid`of David; and the chiefe 
Priefts, Scribes, and Elders of Chrift; Hee tru/fedon the 
LORD, that he woulddeliver him : let him deliver him, feeing 
he delighted in him. Then, then God by a moft excellent 
and wonderfull deliverance reviveth her, and maketh 
her to‘ {pring up ‘againe’ more beautifull and glorious 
than fhe was before: 84o- | Us So nae) E a 
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thuenp. | Thethird day of the Maffacre of Paris; which was the 
$30 Sunday, in the moneth of -Augu/?, a bramble flouriflied 


in St. Ienocewts Church-yard: The Papifts ran to gaze 
\ upon it, but’ could not tell wherefore, “and how adry 
thorne blolfomed in harvett out of duetime and feafon, 
exceptthat fome tooke itas atoken, thar God approo- 
ved their moft unnaturall and favage crueltie: but the 
bNumb, | wifelt and belt fort remembring,that > Aarans rod, which 
B 17.6. was but-adry peece of wood, budded and blotfomed, 
‘ s la apenas o> 

| and yeelded almonds ,- when the Lord po 
AT ia r rieft. 


< 


E of. the;Lords Deliveries. 177 


Priekhood in the houfe of Levi, andthat the condition 
of the Church was reprefented untos Mofes by a bur- | > Exod. 3.2, 
ning buth,becaufe itisno more efteemed inthe world 
than abufhof briars which the fhepheards fet on fire; 
faid farre otherwayes, that the blood of thofe{nnocents } 
which wasthen fhed, fhould bee tothe Church as the 
dew of heaven, or asthe raineof the frand lak feafon, ; 
and make itto budde, to bloffome , and bring foorth 
fruit yet againe more wonderfully and glorioufly than 
before : asiccameto palle,againtt all hope. ` 

I]. For even then, God {pake to many ofhis Saints, 
as he didto the Iewes in their tribulation, and comman- 
ded them to hide themfelvesin their cabinets, untill the 
time of indignation were overpaft,becaufe thé the Lord 
wouldcomecertainely, and punifhall their perfecuters 
for their iniquity,and namely,the authors of fuch blood- 
fhedding, and fo joyne with their overthrow , the deli- 
verieof his Church. The remnant of the Church hid 
themfelves, the moment ofthe Lords wrath paft, Gods 
enemies were deftroyed, the Church was deliveredyand 
(till hourifheth and yeeldeth molt excellent fruit, tothe 
glory of the Lord our deliverer,and to the eternall hame 
and confufion of our perfecuters. 

Here is then a new matter to be handled, concernin 
the manner andthctime of the Lords deliveries, whieb 
is fet downe by the Prophet in threefeverall points: The 
firft is a commandement which God giveth to his peo- 
ple, faying, Come, my people,enter thou into thy chamber, and 

Slut thy doores about thee. Thefecond is, how long they 
mult lye hid after this manner: not for ever, not fora 
longtime, but for a Little moment, untill the indignation bee 
overpaft, The third is the reafon why they mutt lurke till 
then : becaufe then Ged will bee avenged of their ene- 
mies. For behold the Lord commeth out of his place, to punifh 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity coc. 

II 1. God {peaketh to his people by his Prophet, and. 

Bb 2 


giveth 


PSM WITT 
t 


giveth chem amoftiexcellent counfell, to enter into. their 
<el eabizet sahd tafhim their doores abont:them which if yetake 
litterally; isa dounfell of boty prudence. ;ifye take ivallegor 
ically; ici abounfellofigadH putiencescin. wo ilide =se 
'. Ghriftianlcan do holy: prddence.:is: the rule of the 
righteous makè actions yi teaching him how’ to carry 
himéfelfein all occurrences of times, places; and perfons, 
andhovwto frame and fic unte them all his actions,privy 
‘and publike,;domefticall, civill,andreligious.Asin time 
‘of perfecution, it willteach him neither to: betoo timo: | 
‘rous to forfake his vocation, whereunto God hath cal- 
led him;:noryet too rafh,andfoole-hardy totémpt God, 
by cafting himfelfe into unneceffarie dangers, whereof 
the.word of God (which David called: ¢ alampe unto his 
(feete, anda light natohis path) giveth both precepts and. 
examples, Torte Ly j 
-When we are affared, that God calleth usto confeffe 
his holy Name, and to glorifie his Majeftie, eyther by 
profefling openly his word,.and preaching ofit, or by 
fuffering for it;then we mult not aske, and farre lelle take 
counfell, of fleth andblood, but remember the com. 
. mandement; ¢ Feare not themwhich kill the body , but are not 
able to kill the foule : but rather feare him-which is able to de~ 
Stroy both foule and body tn hell.: Worldly prudence will 
fay: Thefe mento whom God fendeththee;are mighty 
and cruell, and will kill thee; therefore take heed to thy. 
felfe, and flye. Sanctifed prudence will anfwer,; God 
which hath fent me,is tronger, and therefore will Inot 
flye.i lathe LORD put I my truft :. bow fay ye tomy foale, 
‘Flee:zsia bird to your mountaine?: When God fent Samuelto 
anoint David, worldly wifedome anfwered in him):/ 
g How can Igoe? If Saul beare ithe will kille. God {pake 
unto him againe, and confirmed him : then hee gave 
h Amos, | Place tothecommandementyand went. Itfeemeth, that 
| 1213,14, | Amazia gavea wife counfell to Amos; faying 5 HO thou: 
k 5516, | Seer, got, fleethou away into the land of Iudah , and there.eate | 
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' bread, and propbefie there: but prophefie not againe a- 


ny moreat Bethel: for it is the Kings Chappelland it is the 


Kings Court. Yet Amos,ruled by another Spirit, reie@ed,| 


it, and faid, The LORD faid untome, Gogsprophefie unto my. 
people /frael, that isto fay, will obey the Lord, and not 
thee. And therfore i ozah y eelded too much to hisown 


_difcourfe, and too little to Gods commandement,when, 
being {ent to Niniveh, heetooke thipping to flee unto.| 
—Tatthifh. from, the prefence of the Lord + which would || 
have beenea fouléfault in any private man inilruGed in | 


| 
| 
| 


j 


| by an experimentall knowledge this to be true, when the. 


: 


-_tate,and a more excellent prefident to follow than Losah 
| when histime was come to bee killed at Ierufalem, re- 


_ a ee 


the wayes of theLord, how much more was it heinous 
ina Prophet? for who is fo negligently and flightly 


1 Ion. 425 


3e 


imbrued with theknowledgeof:God, but hee will fub- | k Pfal.r39. 


fcribeto that faying of David, k Whither foalll goe fiom thy | 
Spirit? or whither [hall L fice from thy prefence ? If Lafcend up | 3 


into heavenyshonart there: If Imake my bed in hell behold thou 
art there : If Itake the wings of the morning,and dwell in the 


uttermoft parts, even therefhall.thy hand leade me, and thy, |. 
right hand fall hold me : If I fay; farely the darkaefè fhall co- | 
ver me :even the night fball be light about me : yea,the darke» 


neffe hiderh not from thee, but ike night fhineth ag the day ; the 
darkeneffe and the light are both alike to thee. Ionah learned 


fhip wherein hethoughtcto Hee from the prefence of the 


Lord, was untohim asa paire of ftockes to hold him | 


fah. i 
Therefore Chrift,a more compleat patterne to imi- 


2 


prooved Peter, and called him Satan, for difwading him 
fromit. Likewife™ Paal would- not by any meanes be 
dillwaded from going to Ierufalem, though Agabus had 
prophefied unto him that the Iewes fhould binde him, 
and deliver himintothehands of the Gentiles: whereof 
the reafon was , that hee went thither." bound in the Spi- 


rit, that isto fay, by particular revelation of the 
| Bb 
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Spirit of the eternall and molt wife God. 
When we have fuch a revelation , or by any other 


meanes are certified , that God will haveus to remaine 


andconfetle, then this precept of E/aiah, of hiding our 
felves in our clofets, is no wayes directed untous, but 
rather this of Chrilt,° what I tell you in darkenefè , that 
[peake ye in light : and what ye heare in the eare, that preach ye 
upon the houfe taps. Then we muft not onely goe, but run 
with great cheerefulneffe and alacritie, thorow flouds 
fires, {words,to obey Gods commandements, and fay 
as David faid Twil ran the way of thy commandements when 
thou fhalt enlarge my heart. 

JV.But when we have no certainsknowledge of Gods 
wil, & are fo difpofed,that we may fay with S. Pasl,aChrift 
to meto live,& to dy,is gain: when,l fay,weare refolved to 
fuffer all extreamities, and athoufand deaths, rather than 
to deny him, then the practice of this commandement 
is not onely lawfull, but alfo necelfarie : then not onely 
we may; but alfo fhouldtrye, if hiding of our felves, and 
fleeing, be the meanes which God hath appointed rode- 
liverus from the prefent evill of perfecution, God gave 
an expreffe commandementto the people of I frael,* that 
none of them fhould goe out at the doore of his houfe, 
untillthe morning of that night wherein heefmote the 
firft-borne of Egypt : The like commandement was gi- 
ven to Rachab, £ that none of her family fhould goe out 
ofthe doores ofher houfe into the ftreet,ieft they fhould 
perifhin the deflruction of the towne of Kericho, I con- 
felfe that wee have not any fuch perfonall commande- 
ment directed unto us: but I fay, that this generall com- 
mandement , Come my people, enter thoa into thy chamber, 

c. is fufficient, and agood warrant for all Gods peo- 


| ple, till he chufe fuch as pleafeth him, and make them to 


know manifeftly, that he will have them to bee publike 
Confeffors and Martyrs, whereof;they cannot make 
queftion, ifoncethey beetaken, and laid in bonds =x 

Chrilts 


ta ee 


y 
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Chrifts fake: for then they mult drinke the cup which 
the Lord fetteth-to their heads more gladly and coura- 
geoufly then Socrates did the Hemlocke. Till then 
they may convey themfelves out of their enemies hands, 
by lurking in fome hidandunknowne place, by fleeing, 
or any other way whichis not unlawfull. 

V. t Rebeckah advertifed that Efa had vowed to flay 
Iacob counfelled him to flee to Laban her brother, and 
he did fo, ¥ Mofes knowing that Pharaoh fought to flay 
him, fled from the face of Pharao,and dwelt in the land of Mi- 
dian; not forfaking hts calling, but waiting tillGod gave. 
hima more cleere declaration of his will thereupon: 
which after he had received,he returned into Egypt, no- 
thing dreading the feare of Pharao,and of all his Court. 

How often did * David flee from place to place, to fhun 
the wrath of his King, and the confpiracy of his owne 
fonne, not for lacke of courage, but though godly pru- 
| dence and fore-feeing advifednetle? David which had 
thegromife of the kingdome of Ifracl,fled : David which 
knewthat his kingdome could not be taken from him, 
fled ::Oh how many excellent Pfalmes did he makeat 


i ea n a S o 


thofe times!wherby ye may know,that he miftrufted not- 


| the truth-of Gocspromife, yet would not tempt him, by 
| trying of his power. 4 E/yah, which by his prayers hut 
| the heavens- and it rained not upon theearth by the 
{pace of three yeares and fixe moneths:> E/yab, which 
| railed from death the widdowes fonne of Sarepta: ¢B- 
| yah, which brought fire from heaven upon the Kings 
Captaines and their fifties : That wife, godly, and won- 
derfull Prophet,whew he was threatned by Jezebel,4 fled 
jhe not for-his life to Beerfbebain Inda,and from thence to 
the wilderneife? Acthartime ¢ Obadiah, hid he not an 
hundred men of the Lords Prophets, by fifty ina cave, 
when ezebe! fought them sto killthem ? what can bee 
{id again{t chofeholy Fathers,w“ in the time of the cruel 
| perfecuter Antiochus Epiphanes, “wandered in deferts, and in 
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mountains, ankin dens andcaves of the earth, a ad, of whom 
i 


‘the Apoltle faith, thatthe world was not worthy? | 


VI. Ifany fay, That fuch precepts and examples are 
of the old Teftament, and fhould not bee fittedto Chri- 
ftians which live underthe Gofpell; I anfwer,That in the 
new Teftament, thecommandements are more formal, | 


and the examples more frequentand inforcing. 


Chrilt,gave hee not this expretle commandement to | 
his Apoltles, 8 Beware of men; and, when they perfecute you 
inthis City flee ye into another? hSome fay that this c6man- 
dement was temporall,& given to the Apoftles onely,& 
for thattimeonly whéthey were fent to preach the Gof- 
pell to the loft /heep of the houfe of Ifrael, even as that other | 
comandement inthe beginning of the Chapter,i Goe not | 
into the way of the Geatils,and into any City of the Samaritans 
enter ye not, wh is now abolifhed, True ; the commande- 
ment forbidding to preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles 
and Samaritans,is abrogated, but by another comman- 
dement,> Goe ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpell to 


| every creature, Tellusnow where, how, and when the 
| commandement of ‘fleeing in perfecution’ hath been re- 
| called : And ific.be‘not annulled by. ahother-comman- 


dement, why:it fhould nor ftand for ever, asthe re(tdoe 
which are in that chapter(tharone ofnot preaching the 
Gefpel to the nationsyexcepted) i 1 e 8 
What have theyto.anfwerto thisother commande- 
ment, W benye: (hail fee the abomination of defolation fpoken 
of by Daniel the Prophet, /tand ix the holy place, (whofo rea- 


"deth, let bun underftand ) then let them which bee in Iudea, flee 


intothe maonntaimes? Bec.\Had the Apoftles any thing to 
doe vith ic? Were they inlerufalem' when the towne. 
wasbelieged? There were many-Chriftians +; tothem it 
pertained, to it they obeyed , for 4 this'ss the way to perfe- 
Elian to doe that which God commandeth,° ` ` 4 

Butto come back tothe 10. chapter of Mat. Said'he to | 
the Apoltles only ;orrathershathihe tiot'faid tothe A 

= tles 
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i (les firft, next to all Preachers of the Gofpell, and con- | Pei 
Mequently to all Chriltians 5° Behold I fend you forthas e Mate to, 


Sheepcin the middeft of wolves : Be ye therefore wife as Ser~\ 16.. | 
peuts, and fimple as Doves? What is that to be fimple as 

Dones? Itistobe harmeleffe: what to be wife as Sere 

pents? To keepe our {elves from harme, and as it, fol- 

loweth, to beware of mens when they perfecute ns in one City, 

to flee into another, . 

What? are their eares ftopt with incredulity, when | 
thisother commandement is read unto thems, £ Give not | £ Matt.7.6. 
that which is holy unto the dogs, neither caft yee your pearles | 
before fwine, left they trample them under their feet, and 
turne againe, and rent you? ls this a commandement of 
fleeing and of hiding of our felves? why not? why 
fhalll remaine, but to walke abroad? Why walke a- 
broad, but to confeife?, I muft not confefle before Epi- | 
cureans and belly-gods: That were as if I fhould calt 
pearles vnto fwine. Nor alfo before wickedly and cru- 
elly difpofed men: That were asif one fhould caft that 
whichis holy vnto doggs. What then fhallI doe? I|. 
will put up the holy things, I will packeup my Pearles, 
and withdraw my felfe the moft advifedly I can, tillthe 

| dirtie and muddie {wine be out of the way, and the 
dogs leave off barking and biting : Or I will remove to 
fome other place,and difplay my fewels there,to {ee and | 
allay if I can finde a better market elfe-where. For 
Chrift giveth us not commandements of feare, whereby 
| we fhould forfake our callings to fave our lives, but of 
holy wifedome, whereby we fhould be carefull to fave our 
lives, that ac another time, or in another place, we may 
|More commodioufly and effectually practife our cal- 
lings, and fo goe backe to leape the better. 

VII. Suchcommandementsare notin the Church 
without moft glorious precedents, and examples moft | 
worthy tobe followed, Can we haveany fo perfect, fo | 
excellent, as of Chrift himfelfe 2 Of him the Angel faid | ad 
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to lofeph, 8 Arife, and take the young childe and his mother, 
and flee into Eg ypt, andbe thos there untill I bring thee word. 
b When he had fhewne himfelfe to be God by reftoring 

the withered hand, the Pharifees went out, and held a coun- 

fellagainft him, how they might deftroy bim : But when Iefus 

kuew it, he withdrew bimfelfe from thence. The inhabitants 

of Nazareth led him unto the brow ofan hill, that they 

might caft him downe headlong: i But bee paffing tho- 

row the midft of them, went his way. Inthe Temple of Ie- 
rufalem, the lewes tooke up {tones to caftat him: k Bye 

Tefus hid himfelfe, aad went out of the Temple, going thorow 

the midft of them, azd fo paffed by, The chiefe Priefts and 

the Pharifees tooke counfell to put him to death, after 

that he had raifed Lazarus, | Tefus therefore walked no 

more openly among the Tewes : but went thence into a countrie 
geere to the wildernef[e, into a city called Ephraim, and there 
continued with his d:[ciples. Wherefore hid he himfelfe 2 

wherefore fled he? Becaufe m bis houre was not yet come: 

for when his houre was come; not onely_ he fled nor, 

but " keowing all things that foould come upon him, went 

foorth,and rendred himfelfe to his enemies, which nei- 

ther knew him, nor were able to take him. And where 

he fled untill his time was come, there he preached, 

healed the ficke, and did good to all men, 

So when there wasa great perfecution againft the 
Churchat Ierufalem, "the Chriftians © were (cattered a- 
broad throughout the reg ion of Iudea,and Samaria, and went 
every where preaching the word.S oPaul being atDamafeus,& 
knowing that the lews watched the gates day and night 
tokillhim, P The Difciples tooke him by night, and let him 
downe by the wall in a bafqnet.So when'hewas Vat Teonism 
with Barnabas, & knew that the lewes & Gentiles,with 
their Rulers, had made an affault to ufe them defpite- 
fully,& to ftonethem; they were ware of it, & fled unto Ly- 
ftra. So when inthe uprore which Demetrius had raifed 
againft hini at Ephefus,' be would hane entred in unto the 

people, : 
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people; the Difciples {uffered him not, and he followed their 
counfell.Sofeeing he could not ftay there without great 
ieopardie,! he departed from thence,and went ito Ma- 
cedonia, and preached the Gofpell there.So t perceiving 
that his enemies were refolved to doe him fome mif- 
chiefe, he found a fubtill,but lawfull policieto putthem 
by the eares, and fo efcaped. Sov advertifed that four- 
tie naughty men had bound themfelves under a curfe, 
that they would neither eate nor drinke till they had 
killed him, heflunned that conf{piracie by a molt wife 
counfell. So * knowing the corruption of his ludge, 
he appealed unto Ce/zr, not forfaking his calling, but 
defiring to live for his callings fake, So S. /obx writeth, 
that ¥ the woman which was delivered of achilde, fled 
into the wilderneffe : Andthat ye may know that her 
flight was approved of God, it is faid, that there fhee 
hada place prepared of God; that they fhould feed ber there 
a ‘thoufand, two hundred, ‘and threefcore dayes. 
So S. Cyprian {eeing that the people cryed inceffantly, 
a Cyprianum ad Leonem, Cyprian to the Lyon, withdrew 
himfelfe from thefurie of the people, and fled; not fo 
much for his owne fafetie, as for the peace of the 
Church. So S. Athanafius fled out of Alexandria, where 
the Emperour had fent to take him. So Policarpus, {o 
S. Chryfoftome by their flight faved the Paftors for their 
Churches, and the Churches for their Paftors. So the 
Albigenfes fleeing the perfecution in France, went 
through Germanie, Bohemia, and England, and plan- 
ted there the knowledge of our Lord lefus Chrift. Of 
whom is this flourifhing Church compofed ? Offtran. 
gers which have forfaken their owne countries, and 
commodities, and have foughtin this San@uary fecu- 
ritie for their lives,and food for their foules, and of 
whom I may fay truly, that God hath fent them before 
their diftrefled brethren, to favetheirlives; even as Jo- 
feph faid to his brethren, > God fent: me before you to pre- 
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ferve you a pofteritie in the earth, and to fave your lives by a 
great deliverance. 


> L 
VIL, Itisa naturall thing to all living:creatures to; 
provide for their owne fafetie : Neither hath God, the 


| author of nature, abolifhed that naturallinftinG in his 


Saints, but fanctified it, dire¢ting them by his word and 
by his Spirit todee lawfully and holily,that is to fay by 
good meanes and fora good end, that whereunto they 
are inclined by nature. r 

If they did otherwayes, might they not be iuftly ac- 
cufed of tempting of the Lord their God, of preventing 
his providence, of feeking through vaine-glorie and: 


fuch dutieattheir hands? Peter being too bold out of 
feafon, denyed his Mafter. The ret of the Difciples 
which fled, and kept themfelves quiet, fhunned that 
mifchiefe. For God ble(fech rather a.modeft fleeing, 
than aprefumptuous abode. When Peter rufht into 
Caiphas Hall, the Spirit of God lefthim : But when ¢ he 
was hid with the reft in a chamber, the doores being. 
fhut for feare of the Tewes, Iefus came to them, and: 


time, there was a kinde of heretiques, called Circum- 
cellions, which ran every where fecking the martyr- 
dome : and the Francifcane Friers write of Francts their 
Patron, that he went to Maiorka, Minorka, and other. 
places occupied by the Mahumetanes, defirpus to be 
killed for Chrifts fake : But he returned as he went, be- 
caufe none ofthofe mifcreants would debafe themfelves 
to flay fuch a calfe. Now what was that defire, but gid- 


| dinetfe, butrathneife, but prefumption and vaineglo- 


ry? A wifeand experimented Pilot will never runne | 
his fhip upon the fhelves and rocks : Ifthe ftorme | 
drive him upon the dangers,then he fheweelh his cou- |. 
rage and.skill-: Soa modelt man willnot to fhew, his. 


© d couragey-caft-himfelfe into the fire of afflictions andy 
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prehended, if the glory of Gods if the edification of 
the, Church ; ifthe necelfitieof Ars calling) binde-+him 
to fuffer for Chrilts fake,then he will fhew that when he 
lurked,courage was not wanting to his warineile, but 
his warine(le ruled his courage, and commanded it to 
waite vpon the Lord. Hee which feeketh enemies wil- 
fully and rafhly, isa feditioùs and f&Aious fellow’: But 
he which hath enemies, and feeketh them ‘not, which 


is perfecuted without caufe, or for Gods caufe 5 Hee 


which cannot fhun them, nor'have:peace with them, 
except he forfake his tation, denie:Chri(t, {eandalize 
the Church, and then chufeth rather an honeft and 
glorious death, than a difhonelt life, is the truly wife 


and courageous man. Therefore; Cyprian warned his. 


Churchso be warie, that they ofered nogsheinfelvesto. 
their enemies; but if they weretaken ;to confeffexcons 
tantly. ` l be bone? 
Wherein there is alfo a dutie of Charitie which we 
oweto ourenemies. For howfoever not onely itis not 
anillthing, but rather.a moht glorious: thing, and a 
t gift of God to fuffer for Chrilt, and tobe his Martyr, 
g asthe Martyrs themfelves acknowledged,when they 
thanked God for that honour: h yet notwithftanding 
we muft not give any occafion to our enemies,to heape 
fin upon lin,by fhedding of ourinnocentbloud,which 


we fhould doe if we prevented their malice, going to 


them when they fecke us not, or betraying our {elves 
to them when they cannot finde us, and crying, Here, 
here Lam, come, racke, kill, hang, burne, asthe Circum- 
cellions did; Wherein alfo- we- fhould become wilful 
murtherers of our ownefelves, for thereis no greardift 
ference betweene killing of our felves, and provoking 

other men to killus, 
TX. Neither fhould we be much moved with there- 
viling of thofe which caft in our teeth, that by fleeing 
Ce 2 we 


draw upon himfelfe unnecetfarie evils: but if hebe apa] 


© Cyprian, 
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we deny Chrift, and fo fall into the pit whereof he hath 
i Matth.ro. | forewarned us, faying, i Whofcever fhall denie me before 
i- men, him will 1 alfo denie before my Father which is inheaven : 
k ver.3& | h And he that taketh not his croffe, and followeth after mee, 
7s not worthy of mee. For fuch preachers of magnanimi- 
ty and conttancie,-are either enemies, or of our owne 


folkes, : l 
] Athanaf. If exemies, anfwer as! Athanafius did to the Arrians: 
Apolog.de | Yeare forfooth {candalized, becaufe we flee the perfe- | 
fuga, cution. Lay your handsto your hearts, and confelfe 


that ye are {orie and much difcontented,-that we have | 
prevented your malice, andbyour flight have hindered | 
theintention ye had tokillus : If wedoeill to flee, ye 
doe worfe to perfecute us : Leave off to feeke our lives; | 
and we fhallleave off to flee for the fafetie of our lives, 
For what is our fleeing, butà teftimonie of your per! 
fecution? | Bs 1708 nga sa PAN 
If friends, take heed that they preach not againft flee- 
ing, becaufe they would be glad thatall remained to de- 
ny Chrift, as they are refolved to doe, rather then to 
lofe their commodities: Itis not good to tempt God. 
Many which tarry at home, goeto the Maffe, let they 
fhould beare Chri(ts croffe, and fallinto that inconveni- 
ence whereof they will feeme to be affrighted for us: 
But hethat fleeth, leaving his goods and all chat he hath 
among hisenemies, forfaking his friends for Chrifts 
fake, feeking with a thoufand incommodities, libertie 
of confcience among an unknowne people, hath a moft 
-heavy croffeupon his fhoulders, and not onely denyeth 
not Chrift, but maketh knowne to all men his faith in’ 
him, his loveto him, his zeale for him. And therefore | 
theancient Church called fuch men Confeffors, whereas 
the perfecutors, and hypocrites, call them Denyers. If} 
they were willing to deny, would they flee ? would they 
leave their goods, forfake their friends, hazard their 
lives to deny ? Wherefore flee they ? becaufe they je 
a 
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| all occafions whereby they may be compelled through 
‘theweakenetfeof the fiefh to denie Chrift, and feeke 
' elfe-where, with loffe of goods, danger of their lives, 

much griefe and anguith of minde,among men of an 
/unknowne tongue, whofe conditions, fafhions, cu- 
ftomes are contrarie unto theirs, libertie to confeffe 
him; refolved not onely to flee, but alfo to die, rather 
[then they fhould renounce that faith, that hope, that 
confidence whichthey havein Gods mercies, andin 
` Chrifts merits. For as Chryfoftome faith, m The Chriftian 
mans life foould bee full of blood, not by fhedding of other 
| mens blood, but by a ftrong réfolution to fhed his owne blood for 
Chrift, when it foall be needfull. Heethat isthus difpofed, 
is not led with " the Spirit of feare,as our enemies,hypo- 
crites, andignorantly zealous brethren fay, but with the 
Spirit of power, of love, andof a found minde; The occali- 


another, as Paul did for Timothie, ° The Lord give thee 
underftanding in all things. 

X. Ifthefe words betaken in a figurative and allego: 
ricall fenfe,then, as I havefaid, they are an exhortation 
to patience, like unto many others, which ye reade in 
the Pfalmes,and in the Prophets, David faith, P Be fi- 
lent to the Lord, and waite patiently for him. Efaiab {aid to 
the lewes,9 I» quietneffe and confidence fhall be-your ftrength, 
Yereadein the Lamentations of leremiah, 1 It js good that 
aman foould both hope, and quietly waite for the falvation of 
the Lord: It ts good for a man that he bearethe yoake in bis 

| youth: Hee fittethalone,and keepeth Silence, becaufehee hath 
borne it-spon him : Hee putteth his motith in the o> if fo be 

` there may be hope. Which'figutativé nianner ‘bf fpeeches 
are'thus fet downeelfe-wheérein proper words, © Ix your 
patience poffelfe ye your foules : ye have need of patience,that 

after yee have done the will of God, Jee might receive the 
promife. = 


, yee > = anaman But p 


ons will teach him, when Gods will is that he flee,when - 
| thache flay to die : Therefore wee fhould pray one for 
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> | | _ But the Spirit of God ufeth fuch;figurative fpeeches 
‘in. chismateer,becaufe they arevery popular, and moft | 
| tft fe expreHe the nature of-patience for becaufe the | 
| | peoplewas tobe led captive into Babylon, and to bein- 
thralled there the {pace of threefcore and ten yeeres,the 
Prophet-{heweth them what they mult doe then. For 
‘|as they that trafique by fea, when they fee the torme 
comming, file to fome-haven, and arichor there untill 
| theftorme be palt; oras the people of Ifrael, when the | 
| Angell.of the Lord deftroyed the firit borne of Egypt, | 
and Rahab at the facke of lerico 5 keptthemfelves quiet , 
|in their Houles, the doores being fhut: So,faith the Pro- 
phet, mult yedoe in thegreatand heavy ftorme of affli- 
ction, whichis to come upon you: Enter into your 
chambers, fhutthe doores about you, hide your felves 
| there, let none goe foorth, hafte tothe haven of falvati-| 
| on, lelt ye perifh.: What chambers , what havens are 
, | thefe ? Can there be any fo fure and fafe as God him- 
v Pfalizte | felfe, of whom, and to whom Daz faith, y O bow great 
| 19,20. is thy goodneffe,which thon haft laid up for them that feare thee; 
which thou haft wrought for themthat truft in thes before the 
fonnes of men ! Thoufhalt bide, thens.in the fecret of thy pre- 
ence, fromthe pride of man : thoufbale keepe thenafecretly in a | 
pavillon, fromthe ftrife of tongues. And therefore applying 
x Pfalow |thistohimfelfe,hefaid, * Hee that dwelleth in the fecret 
1s% 1; | place of the mof high , fhallabide under thefbadow ofthe: Al- 
y | mighty: Z willfayof the hord, Hests mprefuge andmy for- 
y Pro.8.10 | Lele, wy God in whom I. will traf. Fot,Y the Name of the 
| Lord i aftrong tower: the righteons runneth into it, and is 
fafe. After. the fame manner, and in the fame lenfe, Ha- 
| a Hab.z. 1. bacgolaidya Lwil fand upon way watch , and fet mee upon | 
the tower, and will watch.to fee what he will fay.t0 me. Thele, 
things werethen {poken but they belong toall ages, 
andaretousthis day.examplesand inftructions , to re- 
lye upon God in our tribulations with patience,and qui-. 
etneffe of mind. ` | 
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XI. Many are thereafons which fhould moove us to 
amoh humble and quiet fubieCion of our {pirits, with- 
out fretting of our felves, without murmuring,when we 
areafhidted, and they which afflict us, profper: but efpe- 
cially there be foure: The firltis taken from the will of 

| Gad; thefecond from his wifedome ; the third from bs 
| truth; the fourth from be tuftice. 

The firlt thing wemuitiooke untoinour afflictions, 
is the wiil of God, For as Jeremiah, after the deftrution of 
[erufalem by the Babylonians, and burning of the Tem- 
ple to afhes,with-drew his aes from the earth,& lifting 
them upabove all the vilible heavens, fettied them upon 
God, and asked, > tho ts he that faith, This is come to paffe, 
and the Lord bath not comnianded it ? evilland good,proceedeth 
it not out of the mouth of the Lord? {o mult wee all thinke, 
fo mult we all {peake. T he wicked profper, becaufe itis 
Gods will: we are opprelled, becavfe it is Gods will, 
Our malter and Do¢tor hath taught us both by precept, 
and by example, to thinke and to {peake fo, Hath he not 
commanded us to pray, Thywillbedone ? It is his will, 
that we be fo unworthily vexed and tormented. © Are 
vot, faith he , two fþarrowes fold for a farthing? and one of 
them fhall not fallon the ground without your father ? but the 
very haires of your head are all numbred. Asif hee had faid, 
Farre lelle fhallany evill befall you without the will of 
your Father. Therefore he fubmitted himfelfe unto his 
Fathers will, when he wasto dye forusfinners, faying, 
d Not asl will, but as than wilt 3 and commanded Peter, r . 
which drew the {word to defendhim, to put up hfs pars De 
{word into the fheath, with thisreafon,¢ The cup which | ilk 
my Father bath given me, fhall I not drinkeit ? So he faid to | 11. 

| the Difciples going to Emmaus, € Ought not Chriff to have 
{offered thefe things, and to enter into bis glory? why ought 
ihe ? becaufe forfooth it was the will ot God. 
Inthis meditations we muft not onely fay of God, as 
Nebuchadnezzar did, that g he. doth according to kes will 
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the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: | 
and none can fray bis hand, or fay unto him, What doeft thou? | 
h Rom 1:2, , butacknowledge allo with the Apoftle, that hes will is 
2, good,acceptable, and perfett, and therefore moft worthy 
that our wills be offered up in a burnt facrifice unto it. 
i Trede | This wasthe thield wherwith that i mof worthy atchiever 
parientia-’h ofthe vittories of God, thatrare and wonderfull patterne 
i Aiha | of patience, extinguithed allthe fierie darts, which ey- 
riarum Dei. ther by the loffe of his goods, or by the death of his chil- | 
| dren, or by the ftinking and filthy fores of his body, or 
| by the chiding of his wife, or by the contempt of his | 
fervants, or by the uncourteous and churlih comforts | 
of his friends, or by affrighting dreames the divellthrew | 
k Job 3.21 | at him. He repelled them all with this one word, * Blef=| 
fed be the name of the Lord. So the brethren knowing that 
the will of God was, that Pan! fhould goe up to lerufa- 
lem, and be there bound, and delivered into the hands 
l Atar | of theGentiles, ceafed to ditfwade him, faying,! The", 
y willof the Lord be done, For God isa Father: neyther would 
it be his will that we fhould be afflicted, except it were 
for our good. We fing frt, ™ Pray/e the LORD, for the 
LORD zs good. Then weadde: For [know that the LORD 
is great, & that our LORD us above all gods : whatfoever the 
LORD pleafed, that did he in heaven, andin earth,in the feas, 
and alldeepe places. This then is the firlt reafon to moove 
usto patience: Ft isthe will of the Almighty God, who 
tousis a loving Father , that we be toyled and hurryed 
with many afflictions: and we owe all fubmiflion,all o- 
‘bedience to his will. | 
XII. Isheonely Almighty. and all good? Is he not’ 
alfo All-wife?Doubtleife he is. Hath he not made light to` 
fhine out of darkeneife, benediction to {pring out of | 
malediction, life to:rifeout of death? He bridleth the 
unbridled affections of men, he fetteth in order all their 
difordered actions: when they fight againtt his will, he 
doth his: will, not in them,but by them, TheScribesand 
4 Pharifees 
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Pharifees with the Pricfts confpire again{t Chrift: Ladas 
felleth him :Pż/at condemneth him: the fouldiers cruci 
fle him: how many divers intentions, how many difa- 
greeing ends of theíe wicked men in the tormenting of 
oneman ? God thegreat and experimented Phylician; 
maketh of all thefe finnes amoft excellent antidote a- 
gainft finne; of allchefe poifons, a foveraigne and fin- 
gular medicine for the health of the foule, When the 
wicked perfecute the Church, their mind is to deltroy it 
for ever: but God,by the perfecutions, chaftifeth the fe- 
curitiestryeth the faith, exercifeth the patience of his 
children, and fetteth forth his owneglory in their deli- 
very, as ye have heard in the fourth Sermon. He hath e- 
ver done fo, heewill doe fo unto the worlds end :. 
and thereforelet usin all our heavy difpleafures rely up- | 
on his wifedome, asit is written, ” Commit thy way uuto 
tothe LORD : truft alfoin him, and he {hall bring it te paffe : 
Then our owne experience fhall inforce us to confeile, | o Rom 8. 
that ° we know that allthings worke together for good tothem | 28. 
that love God,to them who are called according to his purpofe. 
`| Soin Gods wifedome we havea fecond reafonto move 
us to patience. 
XIII. Thirdly, we fhould ever fet before our eyes 
his truth, which is more firme and conftant than hea- 
ven and earth, and allthings that are therein: men may 
be difloyall and falfe. But P sf we beleeve not , yet he abideth |, Tim d 
faithfull, he cannot deny himfelfe. Heis athe firength of I| F TO 
| rael, be willnotlye,nor repent : for he is not a man, that he | q 1.5am, 
Sbonld repent. Ue hath wifedome to forefee the events be- | 15-29: 
fore he promife: he hath power to performe whatfoe- 
ver he promileth : he is goodneffe it felfe, and therefore 
he willthrougbly fulfill all his promifes. * For as the raine 
commeth downe,and the {now from heaven, andreturneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth , and maketh tt to bring foorth 
and bud, that it may give feed to the ower,and bread to the ea- 
ter: So,faith he, fhall my word be that goeth foorth ort of my 
| Dd mouth 
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mouth: it foallnot returne unto me voyd, but it fhallaccomplifh 
that which I pleafe, and it fhall profper in the thing whereto I 
fentit, MERN: a 

XIV. Weehavehis promife inthe fecond part of 
„our texts for when he biddeth us bide our (elves as it were 
for little moment untill the indignation beoverpaft: he im- 
plyethin thecommandementa mof comfortable pro- 
mife that the affliction of the Church fhal laft but fora 
moment; which being expired, his indignation fhall o- 
verpatfe, andthe Church fhall be delivered . This pro- 
mife, and the exhortation grounded upon it, is very for- 
mall in Habacac, where God {peaketh afterthis manners 


| { The vifion ts yet for an appomtedtime’: bat at the end it [ball 
| peake, and not lye: Though it tarry, wait for it, becaufe it 


| will furely comz, i will not tarry. The promile is , that the 
Hees the prediction concerning the deliverance of 
the Charch, hath azappoired time;which being expired, 
God will fulfil it: the exhortation is, Therefore waite 
uponie: This time is nota longtime: itisbut a mo- 
ment. t For his anger endureth but a moment : In his favour is 
life : weeping may endure for a night, but ioy commeth in the | 
mornizg : as Dayid faith in thethirty Pfalme. Yee have 
the like promife in the fiftieand fourth chapter of latah: 
Y Fora {mall moment have I forfaken thee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. 1 have hid my face from thee for alittle, 
in the moment of wrath: but with everlafting kindueffewill I 
have mercy on thee, {aith the LORD thy redeemer. 

XV. Here'then wee have folid comfort, and a fove: 
raigne remedy againft impatience in tribulation. * For 


\ the rod of wickedneffe fhallnot reft upon the lot of the righteows: 


left the righteous put foorth their hands into iniquity: we heare 
the promife, and howfoever wee beleete it, we thinke 
thetime to be very long, and wee cry, as David often in 
the Plalmes, Azd thou Lord, how long? for one houre of 
affliction is more fenfible unto us, rhan a yeare of prof- 
peritie. Therefore God Y kvowing our frame, and p 
a A 
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i bring that we are but duft, {peaketh unto us according to | 
our hearts defire,and telleth us,that hee hath atime ap- 
pointed for our deliverance, whereof he keepeth a moft 
exact reckoning , and fhall not lofe the leaft parcell 
thereof. 7 A 

a Toevery thing there 1s a feafon, anda timetoevery pur-| a Eccl3,1 
pofe under the heayex. A time to be afflicted, a time to bee 
delivered: the time of afflittion is to fome fhorter, to 
fomelonger. To Noah and to his family in the Arke, it) 72°77. 
was of one yeare and tenne dayes . To the people of If- i 
raelin Egypt, four hundred zears.T o the lewsin Babylon, | ¢ Gent g. 
d feaventy years.T o thewoman difeafed with the bloody | 13. 
c iffue,twelveyeares. To the impotent, whom the Lord 
cured at the poole of lerufalem,® thirty and eight yearcs.| 50°... 
To the woman delivered of her child to beefed in the | pan Ate j 
wildernelle,¢4 time, and times, and halfe atime, which are | e Mar.9.10 
three yeares, and an halfe. To Afofesto be hid 5 three | f loh.s.s, 
moneths, Hofca,{peaking ofthe time of-Gods deliveries, | 8 Rev.12, 
faith, i After two dayes willhee revive ws: Inthe third day a i 
will he raife us up and we fhall live in bis fight.* Lazarus was | i Hof 6.2, 
in the grave foure dayes :! The Lord was put to death,and | k Ioh,11, 
buryed, and rofe again the thirdday. Hee advertifed the | 39- 
Church of Smyrna, that hee fhould have tribulation | 11! 8. 
m tenne dayes. He {pake of his houre, when hee faid to Taia - 

his mother, » Mene houre vs not yet come. Hee faid to his | n Toh.2.4, 

| Difciples, ° A littlewhile, and ye (ball not fee me, and againe | 0 Ioh.16. 
alittle while, and ye fhall fee me. In our text God {peaketh 
of alittle moment. David faith, P Yet alittle while, and the p Phil. 37 


light, and ts but for a moment : He faith againe, ' Yet a lit- q 2, Cori_. 


* | And it was faid to the foules that were under the Altar, 
that" they fhould reft yet for a little feafon, wntill their fel-| t Rey. 
lowsfervants alfo, and their brethren that fhould bee killed as 
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| they were, fhould be fulfilled : that is to fay, untill the end of 
the world, which to flefh and bloodis very long : for if 


tweene their death, and this vilion of Zobz, fo long,that 
vver to | they cryed, y How long O Lord? what wonder if men lea- 
ding a molt wearifome and tedious life under thecroffe, 
cry to Godas David did, « Mine eyes faile for thy word, 

; Pfal.itg faying, When wilt thoucomfort me ? 
a + XVI. Thecomforttothem allisthis, chat their afi- 
ction, which to themistoo too long, is but 2 moment, 


|y 2.Pet.3.8 | not onely in refpect of Ged, ¥ with whom one day is as a 


| 
| 


thoufand yeares, anda thoufand yeeres as one day ; but alfoin 
regard of theeternity of un{peakeable glory, wherewith 
a Rom 8. _| it {hall be fwallowed up. 2 For I reckon, faith the Apoftle, 
18, that the fufferings of this prefent time are not worthy to bee | 
compared with the glory which Jhall bee revealed in us x Glory 


bie Oia which thefe fufferings worke in us. > For our light affi- | 
| ion, which is but for amoment, worketh for us a farre more 


PON | i J 
exceeding and eternall weight of glory , even fo farre as it 


fubdueth our pride,mortifieth our lufts,andis the Lords 
high way unto our eternall blie. Whereunto if yee 


adde the promife of deliverance, even in this life, no- 


[i 


thing fhall be wanting to our full comfort. 

XVII. Whatthen fhall we doe, tillthe Lord come 
and deliver us? what, but waite upon the Lords plea- 
fure? The lewes knew by revelation from God, the 

| time of their bondage in Egypt, and captivitie in Baby- 
lon; which being come to an end, they faid confidently 


c Pfalio2. to God, © Thou Jhalt arife, and have mercy upon Sion : for the 


13. | 
| 3 time to favour her, yea, the fet time ts come, We haveno fuch 


d Pfal-13°-| Upon Gods generall promife , and fay with David, 4 I 
i | waite for the LORD : my foule doth waite, and in bis word doe 
T hope; alfured,that howfoever it feeme,that heaven and 
earth confpire againftus , and that wee are brought to 


the pinch, he fhall put a new fong in our mouthes, and 
: give 
Pa E T E E EAE EAE E E E 


~ 


revelation: and therefore we multbee content to relye | . 


thefe bletfed foules thought the time which was be- |. 
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giveusa moft plentiful] fubject to fing as David did, |: 
c Inwaiting, I waited for the LORD, and he inclined unto Me, 
and heard my cry :* For hee 1s faithfull that promifed, And 
g with him noword ts impofsible. ‘ 

The Lord in his great mercies give us this patient 
hope and affurance, for Chrift Tefus his deare fons fake, 
who with himandthe holy Gholt, liveth and raigneth 
God blefled for evermore .Amen. 


SERM. IK.. 


Of Gods Iudgements upon Perfecuters, andof 
the laft deliverance of the Church. 


ESAILAH XXVL 


21. Forbeholdthe LORD commeth out of his place, 
to vilite che inhabitants ofthe earth for their iniqui- 


ty : the earth alfo fhalldifclofe her blood, and fhall 
no more cover her faine. 


Bs laft motive to pa- | for godly men are ftrangers 


tience,s taken from |h 


the Iudgements of God. 

2.The Lord ts faid to come, 
when he indgeth. 

3. Hews faid to come out 
of his place, when his indge- 
ments and mercies are made 

_Con[picuous, | 

4. He vifiteth the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, eyther tn 
indgement,or in mercy. 

5. Wicked men are called 
the inhabitauts of the earth: 


cre, 
6. God will vifite the in- 
habitants of the earth for 
their iniquity, which they 
thinke to bee good fervice to 
God, 

7. God will be avenged of 
thofe which Jhed the blood of 
his deare ones, 

8. Becaufehe is righteous 
and farthfull. 

9. Great indgements on 
perfecuters, 

10. Namely, 
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10. Namely,or great men 
ander the law, 

11. cAnd principally on 
thofe who have perfecuted the 
Christian Church. 

12.Pro{perity in this world, 
is atoken of Gods indiguation, 
rather than of his love. 

13. The torments of hell 
prepared for wicked men. 

14. Their confcience tells 
them there is a hell. 

15. Hellis a place penall 
in its owne felfe. 


LS M 
ceiveable paine of fenfe, 

18. Which is univerfall, 

19, And everlafting. 

20. Perfecuters, above all 
others, fhall be tortured there 
with moft exquifite torments. 

21. Great fhall be t that 
day the glory of Gods Saints, 
and terrible to their Perfecu- 
ters, 

32. Great difference be- 
tweene the life and the end of 
wicked and of godly men. 


23. Thei Church cannot 


16. There is therepaine of | be deftroyed. 
dammage moft unfufferable. 24. Exhortation and con- 
17. As likewife uncon- folation. 


I, oe 
meq lalt, fo fhould they beein your hearts a 


yW] molt powerfull motive to a patient tar- 
zeati trying for the bletfed time, which the 
wifedome of the Lord hath appointed for the glorious 
and finall reliefe of his Church from all mifery. 

Ye may call the text DAN, é¢.ludgement : for it 
threatneth,with no {mall mifchiefe, all bloody and cru- 
ell perfecuters, and by their overthrow promifeth delive- 
rancetothem which are perfecuted. The time of the 
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a Minut.Fe-| one, and of theother , isnot a time of many yeares, 
lixut viti | moneths, weekes.dayes : Theafflictions ofthe Church 
MA a fhallbe gone # amoment, asye have heard, I» a moment 
Mo “| alfo mhall come the deftruction of thofe that perfecute 
boftiaadpa.| her, who in thcir greatelt profperity are a like beafts fat- 
nancoroe | ted, b and crowned with garlands for the day of the Lords 
a Jok facrifice: wherein, faith the Lord , will panijh the Princes, 
hi. 8. PY | andthe Kings children and all fach as are clothed with ftrange 


apparel, LI. For 


a 


Of the Lords Deliveries. 


II. For beholdthe Lord commeth. O open the eyes of 
our minde, ôbid your faith rife from her fleepe to be- 
/d,in the immutable truth of the Lords threats, in the 
inevitable power of hisiultice,in the innumerableiudge-. 
ments which he hath already difpatched again{t wicked 
oppretlors, in his more than motherly love to his deare 
ones; his promptnefle and readinetle to deliver his 
Church, by the overthrow of all herenemies, Hee, he 
himfeife, he who is the Lord willdeftroythem. Neither 
fhallthey be able to thield themfelves again{t the Lord: 
He will not tarry, he willnot delay his comming:Bebold 
he commeth; he is already on hisiourney. 

LII. From whence commeth he ? Out of his place. O 
Lord, Art thou fo in one place, that thou art not at the 
fame time in all places ? O infinite Maieltie,* thou canft 
be every where at one time: and yetthouart no where. 
- {Thou filleft with thy prefence every place : and loe, 
thouart notcontainedin any place. Thou canft come, 
and not goe from the place where thou waft: Thou 
canft depart, and not leave the place whereunto thou 
didft come. Our foules wonder at this, but becaufe of 
their narrownefle,they cannot comprehend it:O Lord 

grant that we may beleeve it : And tellus, how thou 
who halt the heaven for 4 thy throne, and the earth for thy 
footftoolesthou who fayeft of thy felfe, Doe I zot fill the 
heaven and the earth ? O moft wonderfull God, teach us 
how thou commeft and goeft? Doft thou not {peake fo, 
not of thy nature, but of the workes of thy iudgements 
and mercies ? ; 
Brethren, learne, and wonder. Men {peake fo of | 
| God :And therefore God borroweth mens phrafes;and | 
| asthey fpeake of him, fo {fpeaketh he of his owne felfe, 
\Wicked men when they {poile,kill, and abufe moft li- | 
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centioufly the righteous man, dce fay, £ The LOR D jf Phaloy7. 


Shalluot fee, neither fhall the God of Iacob regard it. As if ke 
| were in his Clofet faft afleepe, or bufied with other mat- 
Ex ters; 
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ters, when they reele to and fro to doemifchiefe: or as 
if he dwelt fo faire off fromtlrem, that He cannot fee 


g Tob 22. them. What; fay they; 8 Iv 20t Godin the height of hea- 
12313514. | ven? and behold the height of the flatres how high’ they are: 
| how doth God know ? Can he indge throngh the darke chind ? 
Thicke cloudes are a covering ta him, that he feeth not, and he 
walketh in the circuit of heaven, ih 

Forthiscaufe God faith, that feeing they thinke and |- 
: {peake fo, he will come out of his place‘to vifit; he. to- 

Sen 1 A TCT aR D e 03 GOB (47 Ely ine 
| punifh'the Inhabitants of the eatch for chéir iniquitie: | 
| “| Even as it is faid, when the Giants were building the 


4 
{ 
a 
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|h Gen, 11. | Towre of Babel, that’ the LORD came downe to fee the| 
$:79 City and the Towre, which the children of men builded, and}. 
| faid; Goe to, let us got downe, and there confound their lan- 
l guage : And as when he was to deftroy Sodome and Go- 
i Gen13. | morrha, he faid to Abraham, * I will goe downe wow, and [ee 
Po whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, 
| which ts come unto me ; and if not, I willkzow As likéwile'| 
| when histime was'¢ometo’ take -vengdalice of Phara, 
k Exod 3. | and deliver his people, he faidtd Mofes; K I have farely] 
7,8. Jeene the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 


heardtheir cry; by reafon of their taske-mafters : for I kow 
| their forrowes; and I ana come downe to deliver theni out of the 
| band of the Egyptians. When he witlidraweth his care 
from his'children, and fuffereth his enemies tô afflict 
thems he faith in Hofea, | J will goe y and returne to my | 
place, tillthey acknowledge their offence. Andthen they ac- 
| m Phal 60.1 | knowledging theirowne folly, cry unto him,™ O tarne: 
n Pfal.go, | thy felfeto ws againe: " Returne, we befeech thee, ô God_of | 
L4y hoftes: looke downe from heaven, and behold, ana vifit this. 
Vine. After the fame manner,when he dettrayeth their 
perfecuters, hedelivereth them, and faith, chat becom- 
raeth out of bis place ta vifit them; them who are his chil 
dren, imhisfavour ; them who are his enemies;and the 
oppreffors of his children,in the extremitie of his 
anger. = an 
| | IV. He 


| 
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IV. Hecalleth theone and the other, bis vifitation, 


For, ° he dwelleth ix the light, which no man can approach | x6, 


unto; andcannotbe feene of us, but by his workes : 
which when he difplayeth not, wethinke and we fay, 
that he is abfent: But when we feeand feelethem, then 
we fay he is prefent, and hath vilitedus. As we {peake 
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of him, fo fpeaketh he of himfelfe, though P hee be not | p A&.17. 


farre from every one of us: for in himwe live, andmove, and | 27528. 


have ovr being. Orrather heteacheth us, that he doth all 
things by rule, by number, and by ballance;that firft he 
takes a perfect notice of oureftate, and afterwards fet- 
teth his workes forward. 

‘The workes whereby he vilirethus,are either of mer- 
cie, or of indgement. And therefore his vilitations are ta-. 
ken inthe Scriptures, fometimes for hss mercies, fome- 
times for bis indgements. Andit isfaidthat he vifiteh us, 
either when hegiveth us confpicuous teltimonies of 
his favour, or when he punilheth us for, our finnes, ; 

Inthe firk fenfe itis faid, that 4 the L O R D vifited Sa- 
rab, as he had faid: which in the words following is 
thus explained, And the Lord did unto Sarah as he had fpo- 
ken : Becaufe he fulfilled his promife, and gave a Sonne 
to Sarah, the Scripture faith, that be vifited Sarah. In the 
fame fenfe, Zofeph faidto his brethren, * God will farely! 
vifte you ie. deliveryou. Andfoisthe word expoun- 
ded by Zacharias in hisfong, where he faith, that £ God 
hath vifited, and redeemed his people. Yereade,the like in 
the Acts, where it is written, that, God did vifitethe Gen- 


tiles, to take out of them a people for his Name.For their cal-} : 


lingtothe light of the Gofpell, was their vifitation. 
i When lerufalem made light of ‘thatlight, Chrift faid, 
that v Jhe knew not the time of ber vifitation. A k 
| Inthe fecond fenfe, viltation of punifhment is dou- 
ble: The one is of love and of graces whereby God 
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then will I vifite their. tran{greffion with the rod, and thei” 
iniquitie with ftripes : Nevertheleffe, my loving kindneffé will 
I not utterly take from him, nor fufer my faithfulneffe to. 
faile. We have heard heretofore, that this kinde of vih- 
tation ismoftufefull. Itis notfo much Y 4 puzifhment 
tothe Church, asher warfare, For fortitude is corroborated 
by infirmities: And oftenafflithonand calamitie is the {choole 
and miftreffe of vertue, It is ever fo tothe Church. 

The other commeth from Gods heavie wrath and in- 
dignation, and hath forend, notthe correction, but the 
de(truétion of the finner: As when God faid that hee 
a would vifite the blood of Iexreel upon the houfe of Iebu, he 
threatned the Kings houfe with a totall and finall over- 
throw 3 ashe faith in the words following, that he would 
canfe to ceafethe kingdomse of the honfe of Ifrael, In this fenfe 
David made this prayer to God, > O LORD God of 
hoftes the God of Ifrael, awake to vifite all the heathen : for 


headdeth by way of expofition, Be not mercifull ta any 


wicked tran{greffors. This word is fo taken in this text, 
when the Prophet faith, thatthe Lord commeth out of 
his place to vifte, i.e.to punifh in his auger, and hot dif | ` 
pleafure. Whom will he vilite ? 

V. The inhabitants of the earth, What? Are not all 
men, are not Godsfervants inhabitantsof the earth, af- 
well as other men? No men,to {peake properly,are in- 
habitants of theearth. For wearealltenants at the will 
of the great Lands Lordynot owners : and our life is a 

a rather than a dwellingon earth. 

Al true beleevers acknowledge this truth, and fay in 
their prayers to God, © Weare firangers before thee, and 
foiourners, as were allour fathers : Our dayes on the earth are 
as a fhadow, and there is none abiding. Earth is onely the | 
place of their peregrination. d They are, faith Chrift, 
in the world, but they are not of the world, Heaven is their 
home. ¢ For here have we no continuing citie, but we fecke oze 


to come. Every day wee heare God faying: vnto vs, 
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if Arife yee anddepart, for this is not your reft. Therefore) ¢ Micha; 
as Eliah walked forty dayes and fortie nights till he| 1o. ` 
| came unto Horeb the mountof God: So we walke apace, | g 1 Kings 
' and goe ftillforward, till we come tothe heavenly Man- | +58- 
_norswhereof the Apoftle faith, that 4 there remaineth a| h Heb.4.g. 
| reft to the people of God. i Thereis our treafure, there is| i Matt.6.21 
our heart alfo : Asa way-faring mans heart is at home, 
becaufe at home are his wife, hischildren, and whatfo- 
ever he loveth, There is K our conver{ation,thoughour | £ Phil.3.20 
bodies be here. 
The wicked may fee that which we beleeve, and daily 
experience teacheth them to fay with the women of Te- 
koah, 1 We muft needs die, and are as water fpilt onthe ground, | \ 2 Sam.14. 
which cannot be gathered up againe. Yet notwith{tanding,| ** 
they ™ minde earthly things, " Their inward thought %,\ mPhil.3.19 
that their houfes fhallcontinue for ever,and their dwelling pla- | nPfal. 49. 
cestoall generations: They call their lands after their owne | ¥1- 
Names. Therefore feeing they have nothing before 
| their eyes, no end of theirthoughts and actions, but-the 
earth, it isno wonder thatthey fhould be called the in- 
habitants of theearth. Out of theearth were they ta- 
ken. Inearth they dwell, in earth they have their por- 
| tion, to earth (hall their bodies returne, and if hell bein 
| the center of theearth, as many fay,there fhallthey have 
theirlaftand eternal} habiration. 
VJ, For what caufe will the Lord vilite them forigo- 
roufly ? For their iniquitie, that is to fay, for the exceflive- 
nefle of their moft immoderate finnes,as the word mult 
betaken here: what finnes were thofe? Queftionletfe 
too too many amongtt a people enemies to God and to. 
his Church : but above all, the perfecution of the 
Church, 
They thought undoubtedly that allthe harme which 
they didto the Church, was righteoufneffe, and good 
fervicedoneto their gods: As Chrift hath forewarned 
us,thatthey who fhall kill us, willdeeme © that they | o Ioh.2.16. 
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Sarmon IX. | 
doe God fer vice : But God calleth this their pretended fer. 
vice,sniquity, a moft hainous and enormous finne: and 
if ye delire a {pecification of the kindof this fin, God in 
the text calleth it blood, or.according to the Hebrew 
word, bloods : for by that word God fignifeth the ex- 
treame and unquenchable thirlt of bloud, wherewith 
thefe murtherers were fo dry , that when they had fhed | 
itall, they would have gladly fhed more,and wifhed that | 
each of thofe whom they had flaine,had poffetfed.a hun- | 
dred lives, to furnifh to them more blood to fpill. They 
kill, becaufe they take pleafurein killing, like unto the 
Tyrant Caligula, who wifhed that the people of 
pen had all one necke, that at one blow he. might cut 
it off. i ors . 

VII. O Tyrants, O bloud-thirftie butchers ! ye flay 
the Saints of Gad under coolur of juftice : and yethink, 
that not onely God willnot avenge it, but that he will 
ratherallowand reward it. Whereas God faith, that 
the earth {ball difclofe her bloods, and {hall no more d:fcover ber 
flame. The earth it felfe fhallopen her wombe, and un» 
fold her bowells, and cry toGod, Loe, here is the inno- 
cent blood which thy enemies have (hed : Loe, here are 
the bodies of thy beloved fervants, whom thefe Matla- 
crers have flaine : p Hell es naked before him: and deftruStion 
hath xo covering. O then fhall the earth conceale your 
mourthersfrom him 2 

Have ye norread, that sthe Lord will-abborre the bloudy 
and deceitfullman.? Doubt not, but that whichis written 
istrue. * Preciousen the fight-of the Lord, isthe death of all his 
Saints; and therefore hee will with an hand of yron 
thrult hard together the bellies of thofe horfe-leeches, 
which have drunketheir bloud,and (traine them eill they | 
{pue it out of their bloudy throats. 

He hath (aid, thac the will require the lifeof man at the | 
hand of every beaft , and atthe hand of everpmans’ brother. | 


‘How much more will ‘he require the life‘of his deare 
fervants 
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fervants at the hands of their murtherers? Hee hath or- 
deinedbefore the law ofa moft juftand inexorable law, 
thatwho fofheddetb mans blood , by man his blood fhail! bee 
Jed: whereof he rendreth two reafons; The'firlt, thae} 
mens lives arè in their bload ; The fecond, that in the image 
of God made heman. Vnder the Law he confirmed this 
Law by another law,and faid, © that b/ozd unjultly fhed, 
defileth the land, thoughit bee the blood ofan ill man, 
And the land cannot be cleanfed of the bloud that ts fhed there- 
in, but by the bloud of him that fhed it. This law is irrevo- 
cable : for Chrift hath alfo faid in tHe Gofpell , thatv aH 
they that take the fword, {hall perifh with the fword. If men 
putit not in execution, God will: and till hedoe it, the 
land where theblood of his Saints, who are reftoredto |. 
his image,1s fhed, fhal! remaine polluted, * The voice of 
Abels blood cryed unto him frome the ground , and hee liftened 
unto it. The foules of agreat many Abels, which are un- | 
derthe Altar, cry unto him witha loudvoyce, y How |Y Rev.é.9, 
long, O Lord, holy and true ! doeftthonnot indge and avenge | '% 
our bloodonthem that dwellon the earth? And will hee not: 
hearethem? He will, he will : z for he that killeth with the 
fword, muft be killed with the fword. Here ts the patience and 
' the faith of the Saints: They expect with patience; it fhall 
be fo,becaufe they know by faith it muft be fo, 

lI X. God who hath fpoken it,is truth it felfe : he is 
flrength it felfe :2 The ftrength of Ifrael will not he, nor re- 
pent : for he isnot aman, that he fhould repent. Therefore 
it muft be fo. Heis juftice it felfe; theretore it fhallbe fo. 

For howfoever we befinners, thecaufe for which we 
are molefted and vexed,is his: His who is Almighty and 
juft: his who loveth it : his who.will not fuffer it to bee 
overthrowne bythe malice and wickedneffe of men: 

>| his who will defendthem who maintaine it,and deftroy 
them whe feeke to overthrow it.. This isthe comfort 
whichthe Apoftle givethto the Theliallomians , who 
bare acroffe as heavy then, asyour brethren ai 
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|b z2.Thef, | feasdoenow; faying unto them, b Its arighteows thing 


with God to recompenfe tribulation to them that trouble you, 
and to you who are troubled ref with ns , wheathe Lord Fefus 
hall be revčaled frombzaves with the Angels of his power. W e 
mutt apply this comfort to us:for we (hall never be with- 
outenemies. 

But we have our warranter and protector in heaven, 
who forewarnes us not only of their enterprifes,but alfo 
of their overthrow.: Behold, faith he they /hall (urely gather 
together, but not by mz:whofoever fhall gather together againft 
hee, Jhal fall for thy fake. Behold, I have created the Smith 
that bloweth the coales in the fire,and that bringeth forth an ina 
rament for his worke : And Ihave created the deftroyer tode- 
roy. Noweaponthat is formedagainft thee Jhall profper : and 
very tonguethat Jhall rife againf thee in indgement , shou 

alt condemne, This ts thz heritage of the fervants of the Lord, | 
and their righteoufieffe of m2 faith the Lord. 

IX, The Church is an Anvile which hath broken 
in peeces many hammers: Or, as Zechariah faith, d it os a 
burdenfoms ftone for all people: all that burden themfelves with 
it, foall be cut in pieces, though allthe people of theearth be ga- 
thered together againft it. Where are now the foure Mo- 
narchies which perfecuted the Church? Hath note the 
one cut out of the mountaine withouthands, hath not the 
Church of Chrift, the Church which is come downe 
from Gods holy mountaine, even from heaven, the 
Church which is not the work of any man, but of God, 
the Church which is butlikea little ftone in the eyes of 
the world, hath not this little tone broken them allto. 
peeces, and confumed them likechaffe which the wind 
carryeth away ? Butit is become a great mountaine which 
filleth the whole earth. \cis a {pirituall kixgdome which the 
Lord of heaven hath fet up, and therefore fhallnever bee de- 
ftroyed. l 

God faid to mount Seir, to the people of Edom, the 
children of Efan, Becanfe thou haft had a perpetuali p 

an 


Of the Lords Deliveries. 


and haf foed the blood of the children of Ffrae! by the force of 


the fword, inthe time of tbeir calamity, inthe time that their 
iniquity hadan end: Therefore, as I live faiththe Lord God, I 
will prepare thee unto blood, and blood fhall purfne thee: feh 
thoubaft not bated blood, blood fhall purfue thee. 
Haveany of the Matfacrersof our fathers profpered ? 
How many wonderfull judgements of God,upon them 
and their children, might I relate unto you, if time could 
permit. The gaggers have beene gagged, and ftrangled 
with wormes burfting out of their ftinking throates: 
thofewhichimbrued their hands with innocent blood, 
have {wumme in their owneblood; the children of per- 
fecuters were feenebegging at the doores of your fa- 
thers, whom their fathers had {poiled ; Many, purfued 
by the divell, did runne up and downe like mad men, 


crying, that they were damned , becaufe they had per- | 


fecuted the Church,and thedinnacent blood. Then the 
Church fang to God,8O LORD, how great are thy works! 
and thy thoughts are very decpe: A brutifoman knoweth not, 
neither doth a foole underftand this: when the wicked [prings as 
the grafe, and when allthe workers of iniquity doe flourifh ; it 
ts that they fhallbe deftroyed for ever : but thou, O LORD, art 
moft high for evermore: for loe thine enemies, O LORD, for 
loe, thine enemies fhallperifh : All the workers of iniquity {ball 
be {cattered, but my horne fhalt thou exalt lke the horne of the 
Vuicorne.&c. 
X, The author of the booke of \Wifedome, faith, 
| that» foarpe indgement fhall be to them thatbe in high pla- 
ces: And experienceteacheth 5 that the iudgements of 
God on them have beene moft fharpe, confpicuous,and 
wonderfull. i In the place where the dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth,which Achab thed,there they licked 4- 
chabs blood, Proud k Iezabeli after fhe had fain the Pro- 
phets of the Lord, was eaten by dogs, Neither was there 
left in the family of Achab fo much as a dogge that pif- 
fed againft the wall. In the beginning of the twent 
F feavent 


ae 


217 


Ezech, 
35:5 


g Pfal. 92. 


536,7383 93 
10,UTs 


h Sap.6.5. 


i 1.King. 
21.19 & 
PEM 38. 

k 2.King.9 
35336. 


m 2.King. 
ig. 

u Herodot, 

Euterpe, 

3- > l s 
Fs eue ns 
cpawy, Ev- 
gebig ésw. 


Wo Dan ç. 


p 2.Macc, 
9:9 


‘ 


q lofeph, 
Antiquit, , 
Iudaic lib. 
17.C4p.8. 
| Hem de bel. 
'lo Judaico. 


| lib. tea. 21. 
| 


! firong focrdfoallpinyh Levidthah the piercing ferpent , even: 


SEa RMON IX. | 
| feaverith chapter following our text; the Prophet faith 
| that ! i that any, the LOR D with ‘his fore vand great, and’ 


il - 1 


Leviathan that crooked ferpent , und hee fhal flay the dragon 
that is inthe fea, He calteth fo the Kings of Affyria, and 
of Babylon,which were the moft cruel], fubtile, and-ve- 
nemous perfecuters of his Church!’ Confidér and fee’ 
how he punifhed them. ™ Sexacharib was flaine by his 
ownefonnes inthe houfe of Nifroch his God : And naf- 
| ter his death, the Egyptians whom he had oppretfed,ere- 
| Ged unto him an imageof tone,‘ with this infcription, 
| Whifoever looketh upon me; let him feare Ged. His third fon’ 
| Efar Haddon, was laine by Merodach Baladan, who tranf- 
portedthe Empire from Ni»veb in’ Affytia to Babylon 
| in Chaldea, ° Belfbazzur the firltand lalt of Merodaches 
| race, was killed amongthe goblets and dithés, andan the 
_midft of his Courtiers and Concubinés, whileft he was” 
blafpheming the name of God’, & the Monarchie was 
by Cyrus and Dariustranflated tothe Meves and Perfians. 
P Antiochus Epiphanes , famous for his moft unnatural] 
| and barbarous cruelty againit the Churctt of the Tewes, 
_ was {mitten with the incurableand remediletfe ficknetle 
of wormes and lice, which rifing up out of his bowells 
and ali the parts of hisbody, ‘confumed his flefh with 
many and ffrangetorments ; andfuch aftinking {mell, 
that he himfelfe could not abideit.. Thus dying, a inott 
miferabledeath, heeleft his Realme to ‘his children; as 
monglt whom Göd”fent the Spiritof divifiom and dif- 
cord,which left them never in peace till rhey were confu- 
med one by another. ; i 
XI, “Herodes,murtherer of the ‘children of Bethélem,, 
through the righteous jadgement of God, became parri- 
cideof hisownechildren ;and at laft, after he had been | 
long tortured with a eholike paffion, and un{peakeable 
torments in his entrails, and all disfigured with the 
| dropfie and {curfe wherwith his whole body was {pread 
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over, was gnawen by fwarmes of lice and worns, which 

burfting forth oucofthofe parts of his: body, which na 

turall fhame commanded him to hide, and doletull ne- 

ceflitie conftraitied him to difcover, made him a moft 

filthy arid ftinking {pe@taclero his Courtiers, and a moft 

loathfome guefi.to himlelte. r Herodés Antypas, who be- | r wW 
headed Zohn Baptift; waé relegated to Lion with his in- eon “i 
celluous wife Herodias, and ended there his wicked life; | 79? 
by a wretched and miferable death. £ Pontius Pilat,who | ¢ Enfeb bit, 
condemned Chrift ro dye, was overwhelmed awith fo | Eccl Iib.2. 
many miferies, tharto be delivered of them all at once, | “77> / 
he followed the example of Iudas ; and killed himfelfe. 

© erodes Agrippa,after he had fora while persecuted the | | a4 z 


Chriftians, kilied James, imprifoned Peter,taking to him- 
felfe the honour due to God, was ftricken by an Angell, 
and was eaten of wormes ;whofe pittileife teeth taught 
as thathe was ameddén of putrefa‘tton , and not 
God. . s rr 

v Nero the firft perfecuter of Cliriftians among the 
Gentiles, after that he had fet Rome on fire, put his wife 
and learned mafterto death, rifled his mothers entrails 
to fee where he lay when he was in her, wombe; taking 
life from her that gave ‘him life ; burnt quicke, or dil- 
membred with theteeth of his dogsymany thoufands of 
Chriftians » murthered all his friends, and filled the 
whole Empire with orbity, defolation, and mourning, 
having no friend but murther and crueltie, finding no 
foethat would kill him, thruft himfelfe thorow with 
his owne{word, and was to himfelfe his owne Hang- 
man. : 

x Domitian, who worfhipped no other God but him- 
felfe, who erected Temples and Altars to his own mor- 
talideitie, who-conftrained his people to call him the 
Lord our God, and perfecuted the Chriflians,becaufe they 
would not give that title to any other but to our Lord 
lefus Chrift;nor worfhip any but God; was betrayed of 
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his owne wife, in whom hee trufted, was faine by his 
owne fervants, was buryed without honour, like a fl- 


thy. carrion.” 


I fhould betoo tedious, if] hould relate to you the 
tragical deaths of Adria of Severus,of Decius,ot Valerian, 
of Dioclefian,of Maximinian,of Maxentius,of Maximin,of 
Ialian the Apoftate, of Valens Arrian hereticke who were 
prodigious examples of Gods végeance againft perfecu- 
ters. Which of you hath not heard or read the flrange 
deaths of Kings and Princes, who by murthering of: 
our fathers, fought to murther, onee againe,Chritt in 
the cradle, and to givelife tothe bea(twhich had beene 
wounded to death? In themall was, in all them that fol- 
low their bloody foot-fteps, thall be fulfilled chat which 
is written in the Pfalmes,¥ Thine hand, O Lord, fhall find 
out allthine enemies, thy right band fhal find out thofe that. 
hate thee. Thoufbalt make them as a fierie oven in the time of 
thine anger : The Lord fhall fwallow then: up in his wrath, and | 
the fire {hall devoure them: Their fruit {halt thou deftroy from 
the earth, and their feed from among the children of men. Have 


-weenot heard it? Ourowne.eyes, have they not feene 


Tee j 
XII. The belt ofus allis like unto 4/aph a weare en- 

vious at the foolith, our fteps flip when we fee the prof- 
neritie of the wicked : They are not in trouble as other men, 
neither are they plagued like other men. Therefore pride com- 
paffcth thems about as a chaine: violence covereth them as a 
garment: their eyes ftand out with fatneffe, they have more 
than heart couldwifh. They are corrupt , and (heake wickedly 
concerning oppreffion ; they [peakevoftrly : they fet their mouth 
againft the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the 
carth. Then we begin to fret, to murmure ;to deny 
Gods providence, to aske, Js there knowledge in the mofè 
high? Thefemen which profper are ungodly, but wee 
who cleanfe our hearts, and wath our handsin inno- 
cency, are plagued allthe day long ; our chaltifement re- 
turneth 
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turneth every morning. They are happy, but we are mi- 
ferable. | 
When we iudge, when we {peake fo, are we not foo- 

lifh andignorant,like unto little children? arewee not 

as bealts before our God? If any man have-a deadly 

wound, whetheris moft to bee feared, the putrefaction 

and impoftume, or the Chirurgions Launcet and Ra- 

for, the fearing hot yron, or the Gangrene? What is 

finne, but the corruption and impoftume of the foule ? 

what is afi@ion, but the heavenly Phyficians Rafor 
andcauter? As then a wife man will fay, that he whofe 

impoftume is not launced; is in danger of his life; and 

he who feeleth every day the {mart of the Rafor, is in 

hope of recovery : howfoever ignorant children will 

judge otherwayes , and will choofe rather a lingring 

and infentible death, than a fharpe cure :So will hee weh 
Jentreth into the Sanctuary of God; judge and fay that 
| finners, when the Lords hand is heavy upon them , are 

happy, becaufe they are chaltifed for their correCtion, as 

when a man ficke of the dropfie, iskeptundera firi@ 

and pinching diet. But hee who covereth his face with 

fatnelfe, who f{pendeth his dayesin mirth, and fee 

leth not the {mart ofthe Lords rod, is fo much more mi- 

ferable than the ficke man, who being fwolneup and 

defaced withthe dropfie, livethin the Tavernes, and e- 

very day overchargeth his decaying body with furfetting 

and drunkennetle, as the foule is more precious than 

the body. For what are fuch men , butas fatted {wine 

for the great day ofthe Lords flaughter,as I have faid ? 

And why doth the Lord b heave them up, and,asit | p agjuye. 

were, fet them on the pinacle of worldly pleafures and | Fels. atiferi 
honours, butto caft them downe into deftruction , and |i koc ali. 

make their fall more remarkeable , as was the fall of Ha- | “ par s 
‘man, perfecuter of the lewessand of Jezabe/,murtherer of |") 40747 
the Prophets ? A Rb wt. 

XII. But whatalthough fome of them 4 jpend their | 13,23, 24. 
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dayes in wealth, having Rill their breafts full of-milke , and 
their bones moiftened with marrow? What although they 
dye in their full ftrength, and after the long dayes of a joy- 
full life, being wholly at cafe and quiet, in a moment they goe 
downe tothe grave , without the lealt pricking of griefe, 
without any feeling of the {mart of death; which may 
happento fome few in this world? Shall they alfo e- 
{cape the dint of the wrath and vengeance of the great 
and righteous Judge in the world to come ? When God, | 
through a molt wonderfull patience, and long fuffering, 
e Gen,6 3, | hath given untothem many yeeres to repent, as he gave 
to the men of the firt world inthe dayes of ¢ Noah, an 
hundred and twenty yeares toamend theirlives ; andthey 
{pend them all in riot, in licentioufnetfe, in perfecuting 
of his Church, in prefumptuous finnes againft his Ma- 
jeltie, felling themfelves to worke wickednetle in his 
fight, as £ Abab- did ; will he not turne his patience into, 
fury, and pay them homeat once, requiting them with! 
the unconceiveable punifhment of eternali damnation? 
Xi V. know they doe what they can to fhake out 
of their thoughts the feare of that judgement, and to 
heme maketheir hearts beleeve , that chereis no fuch matter; 
faz, | & that whatfoever was{poken of old amongft the Gen- 
E(eealiquos | tiles, is written in the Scriptures, is beleeved in the 
manes,er | Church, of divels,of heil, of everlafting torments, is but 
fubtervanea | a bug-beare or {care-crow, to feare fuperltitious folkes, 
Ne en | and hold them in awe. But they ftrive unprofitably a- 
pueri É : J i a 
aig: gainft the {treame of their owne confciences, which | 
with a roaring voice doth fummon them day and night 
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to appeare beforethe judgement feat of the inexorable 
and Almighty ludge, Ofall men thofe feare hell moft, 
who fay thereis no hell. The found of a fhaking leafe, 
maketh their hearts to hakeforfeare,when thereis none 
topurfuethem. And even then when they-preach to 
men that hellis a fable, they findea moft direfull hell 
within themfelves, burning upthe moft fecret sa 
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of their wrétched:foules, Why did Zadas hang him- 


————' 


felte; whenthere was noneupon earth tu dee him any 


harme, iftheré be no hell’? Death was more tolerable |. 


unto him, than the feare of the uneltimable torments 
which now hee fuffereth there. What were: the mon- 


r Suet. 


| (trous dreames of Nero? What fthe hideous and. mof ` nersne.c.46 


alittle before his death, bounding out of the earth, and 
leaping to his throat, but a warning to appearethe next 


| ugly ghofts of thole whom he had flaine,which he faw |f Xphilinus 


Epitome 
Dionis, 


day in judgement to give an account offo much Chri- |. 


ftian‘and innoċent blood, which he had moftwickedly 
fhed ? Ifthere bee no judgement after:this life, from 
whence cameit,that* Theodoricke ‘king of the Gothes, 


Protector of the wicked herefie of the Arrians, after hee | 


had put todeath the 2, worthy Senators of Rome,Sym- 


machus & Boetius,becaufe they maintained.the true faith, | 


could not looke upon the head of ‘agreat fith that was 
fet upon his table, crying that it was the head of Symma- 
chus, which with moft horribleyawning, and fierie eyes; 
fought to devoure him? That wasaciting indeed : for 
fuddenly he wastaken to his bed 5 and from thence to 
the grave. v The Authors of the Maifacres of France; 
could notbeat quiet many dayes after that bloody Tra- 
gedy, for the horrible fight of great multitudes of ugly 
Ravens, hovering about the Louure ; and voyces which 


fuingthen) to come perfonally before him who fitteth 
on the throne , and before the Lambe whom they had 
flaine in his members. i 

’Tis a truth not onely * afcertained by bookes, but 
alfoaverredby dayly experiencé‘in all nations, T hatif a 


flain,the Coarfe, though almoft rotten and ftitking, will 
| bleed, and difclofehim. What is that bleeding, but a te- 
| fimony,that,if men will noty There ts a God thar éudgeth 


ne earth, andin hisowne time will be avenged ot all: 
' mur- 


oe ome ea es — 


wae eee 


cryedinceffantly in their éarés, ALuxther, murther murther: 


murtherer come in fight of the perfon whom” hee*hath: 
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| murtherers, namely of them who lay violent hands up- 
on his deare ones? Therefore when the foules under 
the Altar, cryed forvengeance again{t the perfecu- 
' ters, whohad {tained their hands with their innocent 
blood, it was faid unto them, that they Jhould reft yet for a 
little feafon, nntill their fellow-fervantsalfo, and their bre- 
| thren that [hould bekslled as they were Jhonld be fulfilled. 

| ForasGod {pared the > Amorites, till their iniquity was 
full, and as' the Lord faidto the Scribes and Pharifees, 
c Fillye up the meafure of your fathers 3 becaufe then all the 
‘righteous blood which their fathershad hed, was to 
icome upon them: Sothe Lord hatha time appointed 
for thefull deliverance ofhis Church,and everlafting de- 
! ftruction of his enemies ; even the laft and great day of 
this decaying world, dWhex the Lord Iefis fhall be revea- 
led from heaven, with the Angels of his power, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 


_ | obey not the Gofpell of our Lord Lefus Chrift, who fhall bee pa- 
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nifhed with everlafting deftruttion from the prefence of the 

| Lord, and from the glory of his power, when he {hall come to be 
glorified inhis Saints, and to bee admired in allthat beleeve 
wn that day. - 

XV. Day, which is aday of wrath,¢ aday of trouble and 
diftref[e, a day of vaftnefe and defolation,a day of darknes and 
gloomineffe, a day of clouds and thicke darkeneffe: A night ra- 
ther than a day; yea both a day and a night. 4 day where- 
in Gods judgements againtt all ungodly men,fhall fhine 
cleerer than the noone day: A xight,becaufe of the place, 
of the extreamity, of the univer[alitie, ofthe eternity, of the 
effets of the paine whereunto they fhall bee condemned 
by this thundering voice, and unrecallable fentence of 
their righteous ludge, Depart from me ye cur{ed into everla- 

| Jing fire, prepared for the divell andhis Angels, 

| To hell mult they goe, even to the darke and ugly 
|8 prifon, which hali be the lalt habitation of allungodly 
| (inners. How pleafant, ho w faire foever a prifon be, we 


fay 
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fay, thatthere were never faire prifons. And therefore 

| what will nota man {uffer,rather than to goe to prifon? 

_ he will flee, he will give all that he hath, hee will ranne 

to his friends, and cry for fuccour. ! S. Anguftine faith, | suede 
that in his timethey would flee tothe Church, runne to | verbis Apo- 
the Bifhop, fall downe, lye wallowing at his feete, cry | fo l/rm, 


| witha palecountenance, with atrembling voice, Aly | 18 Contre- 
Lord,I amı troubled :my Lord,l am to be caft in prifon,take pit- ini fersjen 
nn er , P Saag turbaris, 


ty of me,relieve me. So hard, fo unfufferable a paine doth | palleftis, 
itfeemetoallinento-bee in prifon, thoughin it there | @«. 
_were no other paine to be fuffered, but to be clofed up: 
| Yea ourowne houfes would be hatefull untous, if our 

liberty of going abroad were reftrained: O then, how 

huge, how intolerable fhall beethe tormentsof thofe 

bloody butchers, who have fhed the blood of Gods | 

Saints like water, when they fhall bee cait headlong into 
the hellil prifon, which may bee moft properly called 
i the land of darkueffe, and of the jhadow of death. Where there 
ts no order, and where light it felfe is darkueffe? O how fhall 
_ they:tremble, how fhall they cry and teare their foules, 
| when they hall bee violently throwne downe into the | 
|k deepe and bottomleffe pt; which m when it bath received k Luk.18. 
| impenitent finners,fhallbe, faith S. Auguftine , fout upward, | 31. 

and open downeward: wherethe deeper they fhall finke, the | | ®cv-9-2- 
| more fhallic inlargeit felfe, thatthey may never find an ei 
| end of finking@ The divells themfelves areafraidto go | jom.16.C% 
there: how much more men, whofe bones hall cracke, | (ine pani- 
| whole teeth fhall clatter, whofe hearts fhall quake at the | ‘7/47¢- 
| 


i [ob 10. 
| 21522, 


onely naming ofit. a infer 
XVI. Wo,wobeunto them :for no heart can imagin, | pores exco- 


‘notongue cansutter thetortures and torments we arc ` perit, cc, | 
impoflibleto be endured, & wth needs they muft endure 
there, Alas !whateafe fhall they find,& where;when they | 
fhall be banifhed from the quickening fight of the living | 
God, neverto feehis face againe , but inflamed with fu- | 
| ry and indignation again{t them? when it hall bee (aid 


Gg unto 


aman 
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untothem , Depart from me ye curfed; when they hall 
fhallcry,® Lord,Lord, opento us: and he fhallan{wer , Ve- 
rily I fay unto you, I know you wot: ° Yee knew not mee in 
your life,and I know younot in your death. 
ifGod hall not know them, toaide them, fhall any | 

of bis creatures know them? Ifthe Sunne of righteouf- 
nele, who hath healing in his wings, fhall refufe toem- 
bright them with the leaft glance of the beames of his 
glorious face, fhall he fuffer the light of this vifible fun, 


moone,and flarres,to fhine upon them ? Ifhe, who is 


luerunt, 
p Rom. 15 | called pthe God of confolation , fhall forfake them, Mhali 
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$. the bletfed Angels , fhalltheholy men ofGod be more 
mercifull than their maker, who is mercy it felfe ? 
Shall any of the creatures which arein heaven above,or 
in the earth beneath, orinthe water under the earth, 
come and comfortthem? As when the woman in the 
q 2 King. | fearefull famine of Samaria, cryed tothe King, 4 Helpe 
6.26527, my Lord,O King: heaniwered, Ifthe Lord doe not helpe 
thee, whence {ball I help thee ? out of the barze-floore,or out of 
the wine-preffe? So Giengbac damned wights fhall -crw 
to the creatures for helpe; grim and froward faces, frow- 
ning browes, an univerfall refufall hall be their firltand 
jaft anfwer: Our Creator, fhall they fay, is your enemy, 
fhall we be your friends ? As hee hath commanded you 
to depart from him, fo get you hence, and depart from 
us. Yea,the Lord himfelfe teacheth us in'the: parable of 
r therich glutton, thatif they fhould aske but one drop 
of water to coole their tongues it fhall not be given un- 
to them, | 
f Ane.de f Confider, I pray you, faith S. Aueuftine, if a man! 
Tempore 
252 


i 


r Luk.16, 
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were callout of the congregation of this Church for 
{fome crime, with how greatforrow, with how many a- 
gonies would his foule be vexed, though out of the | 
Church he may eate, drinke, converfe with men; and 
have fome hopeto be received into it-again? Surely,this 
pain feem‘d fo heavy to Cam,the firlt murtherer of Gods 
Saints, 
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Saints; that he cryed through defpaire, and great griefe 
of heart, © Aly puaifhment is greater than I can beare. Oh 
then how many terrours, how great anguifh of mind 
fhall wring and wrelt the {pirits of thofe, who for their 
crimes (hall bee excommunicated for ever,from the glo- 
rious Church which isin heaven, from theinnumerable 
company of Angels, fromthe congregation of all the 
Saints,and from all the unfpeakeable joyes of the hea- 
venly lerufalem? Divines call this punifhment Pæza dam- 
ni, The paine of lofe or dammage, and fay,thatit is but the 
firl part of the unconceiveabletcrments which are pre- 
pared for the divells, and for the viperous brood of wic- 
ked men. 

XVII. It goeth not alone. It is ioyned with that 
which the fame Divines call Pana fenfus, thepaine of fenfe, 
or of feeling. Can they lofe the favour of God, with 
the comfortable ufe of all his creatures, and not feele 
the redoubled blowes of the heavy {word of his indig. 
nation ? When vtheking Ahafuerus in his wrath turned 
his backe to Haman, the Kings fervants covered Ha- 
mans face,and heaved him away to the gallowes : So 
when God fhall withdraw the light of his face from thefe 
thrice unhappy bodies, the divells,;who are the executi- 
onersof hishigh juftice, fhall* brzd them hands and feete, 
and take them away, and caft them into utter darkeneffe; that 
as they delighted inthe inward darkeneffe of their minds, 

| and” hated the light, and would notcome unto it, be- 
_caufetheir deeds were evill,and left they thould bee re- 
| prooved, fo they may be tormented with xeter darkeneffe, 
more palpablethan the fogges of Egypr, and fò thicke, 
that no funne-fhine of any worldly or heavenly comfort 
fall be ableto {parkle thorowthem. 

If ye delire to know how great isthe paine of fence, 
orof feeling, which is there; the Scripture calleth it, 


i 


v Efter 7, 
738. 


x Mat. 22. 
13: 


y Toh. 
19520. 
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bridles : Itcalleth it alfo b a fire, and flame of fire, whereby 
the Lord will plead againft his enemies: fire,which ¢ fhall 
never be quenched, becaufeit fhall never lacke either mat- 
ter to kindleit, or a mighty breather to blow it. ’Tis a 
d jake which barneth with fire and brimftone : °Tis Tophet or- 
demed of old, made deepe and large, the pile whereof is fire 
and much wood,and the breath of the Lord, like aftreame of | 
brimftone doth kindle it.’ Tis a Gehenna of fire. What paine 
fo fenlible;as to be burntalive ?.and what paine foterri- 
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children, and.offering them in facrifice to Molec , gave 
them to one of the Prielts, who laid them upon the 
armes ofthe brazenIdoll, after it was fet on fire, and 
glowing red; theret ofthe Pricfts in the meane while, 
founding with Drums, Trumpets, Timbrels , and other 


loud inftruments, leftthe parents fhould heare the pitti- 


full cryes of their children, andbee touched with com- 
affion: by reafon of. which founding , the place was 
called Tophet.and becaufeit was ina valley belonging to 
Hinnomsit was called Gebinnom, or Gehenna, i. the valley of 
Hinnom,a vame molt ufuall amongft the léwesin Chriflts 
dayes, and long before, to lignifie the place and the 
paines ofthe damned : Asthey.were wont to call the di- 
yell, Principem Gehenna, The Prince of Gehenna, or of hell: 
where,) Jf any manworfbip the beaft.and bis Image , andre- 
ceive his marke in brs forchead, or ia his hand, the fame fhall 
drinke of the wine ofthe wrath of God, wbich is powred ont 
without mixture into the cupof his indignation, and he fball bee 
tormented with fire and brimftone, in the prefence of the holy 
Angels : and the froake of their torment afcendeth up for 
ever andever : and they have no reft day nor night, 

In vaine fall they {irive and flrugaleto rid themfelves 
from the eternail chaines ofdarkenelle, wherewith they 
aretyed in thatbottomleffe Mine: for, like unto hfh} 
prickt with the Anglers hooke, the more they wrench 
and wriggle to efcape,fafter and falter are they intan gied; 

an 
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| and finke deeper intothe burning lake ofdeath and dam’ 
nation. i 
Are not darkeneffe, blood, fire, brimftone, burning 
alive, torments fearefull enough , to make the haire to 
briftle, and the ftoure(t heart to meltas waxe againlt the 
fire ? and yet all thefe are but fhadowes and counterfeits | 
of theextreamity of paine, wherewith the damned are 
racked in hell. If Nebuchadnexzars hot glowing furna- 
ces: if Antiochus caldrons of boyling oyle: if Phalaris 
fierie brazen Bull: if Davids fawes, harrowes of yron,and 
mortars; ifthe needles, the pinfers, the burning yron 
grates and brazen chaires; ifthe tympan, the {pits,the 
laying of living men, and other torments practifed by 
Tyrants again{t Chriftians , werefo fell and hideous ; 
ifdayly men invent new tortures more fierce and terri- 
ble rhan thofe were, doubtleffe the paines of hell which 
the divell devifeth , orrather whichare of Gods owne 
invention, are ten thoufand times more horrible than 
mans heart can imagine. As inall Gods workes ,i the i Ang.ep if. 
reafon of the doing, is the power of the doer: So inthis , let | 3.44 Velufi 
Atheilts confider the author,and all their doubts willceafe.God | 4#"-Tota 
hath faid it,and will he not performe it ? ont 
XII X. Asevery member, joynt,and part of wicked jailing te 
men confpire together in finne to offendGod : fo the | fidera an- 
righteousand Almighay God hath bequeathed to each pie ale: 
of. them a feverall torment. The miad hall be racked with fer 
the confideration of the unexpugnable wrath of God, 
and contemplation of its owmendlefle infelicity, The | 
memory shall be continually tormented withthe remem- | 
brance of themanifold and foule finnes, which were | 
caufes of fuch plagues. The confcience fhall feele aK worme |k ER 65. 
ever gnawing it with a moft bitter, but unfruitfull re- i: 
morfe of finne. The phantafic Mall bee troubled with i 
\ghaftly vifions. 
The eyes (hall fee nothing but ugly divells, and dam- 
ined perfons, The cares thal] heare nothing but roarings 
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of the infernall {pirits, but (hriekes and dreadfull cryes 

_of tortured malefactors. What the palat fhall talteywhat 

the noltrils fhal {mell, what the hands thall catch hold of, 

what the other parts of the body thall fuffer in that dark 

_dungeon of Gods wrath, | know not: This I know,that 

l 1,.Cor.3. as! eye bth not fèene, nor eare beard, neither have entred into 

9. | into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 

them that love him, in the kingdome of light, 

with his owne felfe: fo no tongue can utter,yea no heart 

canimagine the manifold and‘bitter plagues which the 

-_juftice of God hath referved forthem that hate him, in 

ne 18 the kingdome of darkeneffe, with the m King of ter- 

i TOS. ; 

| XIX, Happy wouldthey thinke themfelves, if after 

i many myriadesof yeares they might hope for fome re- 

liefe : but to fill up the unmeafurable meafure of their 

miferies, they know that God hath called the fire where- 

n Mat.25. | inthey burne, " everlafting; thedeath whereunto they 

4" Thee  2Fe condemned, ° everlafting deftruttion , ` and qualifieth 
O 2. Ct. 4 i . . . e 

e with the fame title the worme which gnaweth their never- 

p Marko. | dying confcience, faying, that P # dyeth not. They know 

48, ‘that theentrance intohellis large andeafie, butthere- 

| grelfeimpoffible. They know that the power and ju- 

| {tice of God hath appointed unto them an immortall 

death, anendleffeend, everlafting darkenelle in the 

, middel ofan ay-burning fire, poyfon of dragons, cruell 

venime of afpes, bitternetfe it felfe,to eate and to drinke 

inthe blackeneffe ofan eternall night; whereupon the 

cloud. of Gods.curfe, and the fhadow of death fhall 

a Luk. 6, | dwell for ever. and the light of comfort fhall never 


19. kee Aye a , 
r Mat 25, | XX. Thisisthe thare allotted to allthem that feare 
e : ‘not God ; to athe rich manwho did.no harme to Laza- 


" i rus, but onely refùfed to give him meate, and tot all his 
c Matız, | Mates 5 to! the unprofitable fervant, to him who goeth to |. 


11,1233. the marriage-fealt without t a weddmg. garments Orthen 
two 
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two'and threefold more fhall bee children of nell, all 
thofe which throw thecrummes of bread oùt of Laza- 
rusmouth, which are never weary of ill doing , which 
haveall their garments ftained with the blood of Gods 
fervants. Shall! it v be more tolerable for the Land of So- 
dom and Gomorrha ia the day of indgement , than for thofe 
who receive notthe Preachers of the Gofpell, and re- 
fufe to heare the word? Oh then how intolerable fhall 
_ be then the plagues of God upon the Neroes , Dioclefians, 
| & all theperfecuters of the Gofpell? * The Lord tryeth the 
righteous : but the wicked, and him that loveth violence , his 
foule bateth.. Vpon the wicked bee flall raine fares’, fire and. 
brim|tone, and an horrible tempeft : that fhall be the portionof 

| their cup. > 
Then, then, Y they/hall gnaw their tongues for paine: then 
nothing hall’ be heard and feene among(t them-but 
a weeping and gnafhing of teeth, butcrying> to mownraines 
and wA to fallupon them, and to death to come and kill 
them 3 when ¢ death fhall {lee from them. 4 When in thés 
world life is offered untothem,: they refuleto accept it: 
Therefore in hell they fhall feeke death, and (hall not 
‘find it, In thatdefireasthereis 4 great {intie, fo there is 
inita great paine. It is a righteous thing with God to 
punifh finne: therefore itis afinne in the prifoners of 
_| hell, to defireto hake off the punifhment of fine. A- 
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culevege6. 
d Aug, de 
Tempore 
ferm. a, 
Qula qm- 
bus in hoc 
feculs vita 
offertur, © 
no! wnt acc 
tere: inm- 


, gaine, € What is more penall, {aith Bernard, than even to dere | ferno gua- 


that which never {hall be,and ever tobe nnwilling to that which 
Jhall never but be ? They foallnever obtaine what they would ; 
and evermore fuftaine what they would not. 

XXI. Adde unto all thofe punifhments one, which 
fhall beeto all the perfecuters'of thie Church’ at deadly 
wound ever bleeding :‘forinthat great day, f rhe earth, 
the grave, the fea, death it felfe fhall deliver up the dead 

which arein them, & the Martyrs whom thefe murthe: 
rers have flain fhallarife, and bee received into eternall 

glory in the prefence oftheir enemiesywith this le 
rom 


„ae ee ee ee ee 


rent mor. 
1CH TFT AGH 
poterint ins 
venire, 

e Onid 1am 
penale,qua 
Semper vek 
le quod nA- 
(UAn ert, 
rc. 
f Efa.26, 
19, 
Rev,20.13 


es on 


| SerMon IX. 


| g Maraş | trointheeternallludge, § Come ye blefed of my Father, in- 
| 34 ; ii: the kingdome prepared for you from the foundation of the 
| world. 
be oa O moft wonderfull inheritance ! It is not dimini- 
'Domiainsa ‘hed by themulticude of thofe which poileffe it: 
mmaater  |'*Itisaslarge to every one apart, as tothe whole multi- 
multitudine tude together, O moftexcellent and glorious inheri- 
ete) tance! Itisakzegdome, wherein our darkenetle fhall bee 
Veet converted into light, our forrow into ioy, our trou- 
univerfa, \ble into peace, our weaknetle into ftrength, our difho- 
nour into honour, our ignominie into glory, our mife- 
ry inte happineffe, our death into life, our patient hope 
‘into the reallenioying of all good , our prayers into 
ichank{-giving. 
_ Where the heavens fhallreceive us,the holy Angells 
| welcomeus, the bletfed Saints ioyne themfelves unto 
ius: Where our bodies being made of mortallimmortall, 
| of naturall fpirituall, of burthenfome nimble, hall fhine 
bgighter than the faireft {ummer-day, 
iieo | Where i God himfelfe without any meanes, /ballbce all 
is.28 |v all, perfectand abfolute knowledge to our mindes,an 
ocean of loveto our hearts, foveraigne good ‘and the 
lelfed center of eternallre(t to all our reftletle affecti- 
ons ; where he him{elfe,after a moft wonderfull and glo- 
rious manner which cannot beimagined, hall be light | 
in our eyes,melody in our eares,the wifhed and longed- 
k Rev. 21.3 | for obiet of all our fenfes: where he faith, That ‘he 
| Aug.de | himfelfefballbe with ws,and be our God,! i.he fhallbe unto us 
dvit Deidi, | all whereby we may be fatisfied, and whatfoever allmay honeftly 
22, capathe, | defye ; life faluation,meate, drinke, riches glory,honour, peace, 
| and allgood. Which David exprelled in few words ; fay- 
n eae ing,™ Ia thy prefence is fulaeffe of soy: at thy right hand there 
B are pleafures for evermore, And againe, " Asforme , I wil 
a \pebeld thy face in righteonfneffe: Twill be fatisfied, when I a- 
| wake,with thy likenefe. ' 
| For then God fhall be the end of all our defires: then 
| we 
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o we fall fee bim without end, weefballlove him without loa- — 
thing, we fhall prayfe him without wearying. Then alfo our Ipfe r > “i 
enemies fhall fée our glory in him,and with him: and \rs defiderio- 
asthe Author of the booke of Wifedome faith 5 P When \ rum nofro 
they fee it, they fhallbe troubledwith terrible feare , and fhall | fin « 
be amaxed at the ftrangeneffe of onr falvation , fo farre beyond | We Pike Pes 
all that they looked for,&c. ` ; | fudo amd- 
X X11, O then dearely beloved, letus learne to dif- bitur, fine 
cerne wifely 4 betweene the righteous and the wicked,betweene | !4tigatione 


him that ferveth God,and him that ferveth bim not. a Gao 
Salomon faith, that * the lampe of the wicked fhall bee put 4 es 


lal.3. 
ant; comparing wicked.mentoacandle, which when | i. 


it begins to burne, giveth a faire light, but enceth in ftin- | r Pro.13.9. 
king fmoake and caligioufnetle: for their end is worfe 
than their beginning, becaufe! they are refervedto the day flobar. 
of defiruttion, ta the day when wrath fieall be brought foorth. 39. 
Ontheotherfide,: Marke the perfet maz „anudbehold | + Pial. 37 
thenpright : for the end of that man ispeace, becaufe the fal- | 37339340. 
vation of the righteous śs of the LORD : be ts their fèrength. in 
theteme of trouble : andthe Lordfhall helpe them, and deliver | 
them zhe fhall deliver them from the wicked, and fave them, be~ 
caufe they traftinbim, cuis, ns ise, hg 
The fhort dayesof mans fading and dying life, me 
thinkes, may be moft conveniently compared to aftage- 
play : wherein often Kingsfonnes mount on the {caf- 
foldjdifguifed in poore mens.rags ; and beggers march 
with a ftately pafe, attired in fumptuous robes about 
their greafie bodies ; hiding {curvie heads under crowns 
of gold;and ftretching forth. a royall Scepter with {cab- 
bed hands but wheirthe curtaines are remooved, when 
the Tragedy isended,. and the Players are {tript.of their 
borrowed apparel x-he! shat madefo many vaine glori- 
ousthewes,and called himfelfe Hercules, or Agamemnon, 
isknowne to-be'poore /rws,who goeth begging thorow 
ithe ftreetess, andicrackling crufls of browne bread be- 
tweene hismuddieand rotten teeth: and hee that was 
| Hh thought 


| | 
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thought: to berms, is knowne to be the royall fonne of 
AEacns, aT ©, Sen weds oid p UMA 
Tis even fo betweenethe Church and the world:when 
viLuk.16, |Y Lazarus ftarves for hunger at the rich mansgate, and | 
19,20.  |therich man jetteth in his purple, and makes good 
x Mat.27. | cheere: when * Chri is nayled upon the crolfe, and his 
Shey rr o | Snemics land hard by, reviling-him: when they dead 
ies ma ? | bodies of Chrilts twowitnefes lye unburied in the ftreets | ° 
ofthe great City,and they that dwell upon the earth, re~ 
ioyce over them, and thanke their gods of gold; filver, 
bralfe, becaufe they have overcome them, it feemes that 
thofe which are thus afflicted, are but poore {nakes fór- 
faken of God; and that thofe others, which {wim with 
contentinthe Ocean of worldly pleafures,.are Gods 
deare ones, : i 
But when the divélls fhall bury the rich Glattonin the 
lowelt pit of hell , when boiling therein the lake of 
fire and brimltone, he hall liftup his ey es,and fee Laza- 
rusin Abrahams bofome abundantly fatished-with the 
fatnelfe of the houfe of God, ‘& drinking great draughts. 
in the river of his ‘pleafures : when: the /pirit of life from) 
God fhall enter into his two witnelles : when they fhalt 
rife againe, {tand upon their feet , and afcend up to hea- 
ven : -when® efus Chrift fhall come in-the clouds of 


a Mat. 
20. “| heaven with power and great glory : when he fhall fet 
his fheepe-on hisright hand,and the goates on-the left: 
b Rev.r.7, | When? they which pierced him fhall fee bim,and by him fhall 
-bethrowne downeinto the rich Mime of eternall tor- 
c Aug.so. | mentss¢ ro dyethere unto life, andto live unto death world 
eb Ho- | without : when thofe 4 whofe life they accounted madneffe, 
ee ig, \and their end diferace Thal bereceived into thehaven of 
ce morsi | eternall fecuritie; then,thén allrhe Bulls: of Bahan fhall. 
fine fixe vi- | knowythatal their life was but a ridiculousmove-merry; 
ee their pleafures but a fhew, their felicitie but the glympfe 
*P5-45 | of a fhadow,& that thofe whom they had fometimes in 


| derifion; and who were in their mouthes a Proverb°of 
AL reproach, | 
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reproach, are Gods beloved children, and his moft pre- 
cious jewells. ba | As Te) be gto 
X XIT. O then where are they that thinke to over- 

throw the Church ? And when will they liften to this 
truth ? Mindethey toraine downe vponthe Church a 
delugeof perfecutions ? Know they notsthat fheis¢ the 
Lo-ds Arke, which,as the water increafeth, mounteth up 
higher.and higher, and cannot be fubmerged? Vnder- 
take they to beateher with ftormie winds, and with the 
violent ftreames-of afflictions ? Experience might have 
taught themlong agoe, that fhe isf the Lords boufè, foun- 
ded upon the rocke, and that the gates of bell fhall wot pre- 
vaile againjt her. Have they difmantled her populous 
townes,and laid her opento theviolence of al! her ene- 
mies? /,8 faith the LORD, will be untoher.a wall of fireromad | g Zech,2. 
about, andwillbethe glory inihe midft of her: Is the-) over-} 54 

come by the beaft that afcendeth cut ofthe bottomleffe | P Rev! 
pitand thruft downeintothe graveof death, and of e- 
ternall oblivion? As the belly ofthe Whale was a fafe 
habitation to! Jonah: fo thé graves fhall beea moft fure | i Jon.1,17. 
lodgingiand bed’of reft to them,, till he who K jpake unto á 
thefjh andit vomited ont Tonas upon the dry land,fhallfpeake | © 1°20. 
to the earth, to the fea, to the fire, to all the creatures 
that have the leaft bone ofhis faithfull fervants commit- 
ted unto them, and! fay tothe North, Give up ; and to the 
South; Keepe not bache : bring my fonnesifromfarrre, aud my 
daughters from the ends of the earth. Then the Church (hall 
rifeagaine tothe great aftonifhment of thofe that perfe- 
cated: her; and fhallremaineupon the earth, till hertime 
be come to bee received into the glory of-her fpoufe, 
where the is already in many thoufands cf her members, 
which now™ fand before the thrane, and before the Lamb, | m Rey,7. 9 
Noathed with white robes,aud palmes in their bands. 

-This isher hope; thisis her truft which thall not bee 
difappointed : and therefore when the fharpe rods of af 

fiction whizze with multiplied blows upon herback & 
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eares, fhe comforteth hér felfe, and faith, n Z will looke 


 COMa 


k y j anto the Lord: I will wait for the God of my falvation:my God 

G g will heare me : Reioyce not againft me, O mine enemie: when I 
fall, I foalt arife : when fit in darkeneffe, the Lord hall bee a 

Light unto me. Iwill beare the indignation of the Lord,becaufe I 

have finned againft him, untill he plead my caufe, and execute 

ind gement for me -he will bring we forthto the light and e balk 

bchold his righteosfuelfe : Then fhe that is mine enemy Jhall fee 

tt, and fhame fhallcover her which faid unto me, where isthe 

Lordthy God? mine eyes [hall behold her : now fhall{he be tro. 

dew divone as the mire of the fireets. i i 

XXIV, Letusall,dearely beloved, retin this hope; 

1. Vfe. and poffeile our foules with patience,whereof we have a 
aa o Gardian molt excellent, molt truftie, molt fure, : even 
15.Sa1isi. | God himfelfe: Ifthou commit unto kim thy iniury, hee isa e 
donens Pa. | venger ; If thy dimmage,hetsa reftorer If thy payne, heis a 
tientia fe- Phyfician ; If thy death, he wa raifer up from the dead: : what 
quefler De- cannot patience doe,which hath God for debtor ? It will hope 
dipofueris | againtt hope  whenit is broughtto the red fea, and fee. 
as oat ai nothing kore : behind / ‘on all lides, but prefent 
hiore, | death,it wiir hand till, amd fée the falvation of the Lord 3 
cre, knowing,that he withdraweth his healing hand till the 
p Exod. wound be defperate ; that it is his glory to deliver out of 
14,13. danger, when it iscometo the height, and cannot bee 
2. Vie fhunned by the wit and ftrength of man ; that his power 
q Phage is more conf{picuous, where thereis ho wine; he turnes 
nemna | Meee wine,and raifeth Lazarus when heisdead,bu- 

Pfal. Qui ed,and ftinking, 

i inai z He hath faid OF the afflicted man, who calleth upon 
i him, 4 Z willbe with him in trouble: let us thanke him for 
pei a | his promife f and chyfer rather to bee with him in the 
bere teme- | middeftof Nebuchadnezzars burning furnace, than in 
cum, quam | heayen without him, faying as David faid,® whomhave I 
efe finete |. heaven, but thee? and there is nonein earththat I defire be- 
Pers, | fides thee. `` A ga | me 
ZA And ‘becaufe heis faithfullin all hispromifés, ‘and 


| of the Lords Deliveries. 


N 
t comforteth us in all our tribulations, letus looke with the 
eyeofa ftedfalt faith for the {weet fruit of this bitter feed, 
v forthe eternitie of bleilednetfe,which is hid in the mo- 
ment ofour afflictions, for the exceeding weight of glo- 
ry which thefe light wounds of weake and mortall mens 
hands worke inus. Olet usthis day * groase within our 

felves moft earueftly, and cry to heaven for the comming 
ofthe great day wherein Y death and hell,and whofoever fhall 
not be found written inthe booke of life, fhall be caft into the lake 
of fire, which ts the fecond death, and wez/hall be caughe up in 
the clouds to mecete the Lord inthe aire, and fo fhall we ever be 
with the Lord,by a moft fruitfull and glorions exchange: 

For whereas he is now with us in the fulnelfe of grace, 
to fhew usthe paths of life,we fhall be then with him in 
the fulnetfe of glory ; and living with him for ever, fhall 
with one heartand mouth fing this fong of David, 

Full many be the miferies 
That righteous mendoe fuffer : 

But out of all adverfities, 

The Lord doth them deliver. 

O Lord,thisis the delire of our hearts; this is our reque!t 
untothee. Heare us and anfwer-us, through the pre- 
cious and infinite merits of lefus Chrift thy Sonne : to 
whom,with thee and the holy Ghoft, be all praife, ho- 
nourand glory,both now andfor evermore. Amén, 
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